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Change not my Judgment about Communion. 
with Pariſh-Churches. 


By RICHARD BAXTER, 


1 Thel. 5. 21, Prove all thing hold" faſt that which is good. ok - 
1 Pet. 2.1 +. ready always to give an aero eo) an whe ater yu 0 eden : 
NG, 14 in you, with meckneſs and fear ad 408 
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as were [4 | 
with hcl ne of oro nd ee ow | 
i aw that they walked not uprighely, &c. 
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Eader, when the laſt (leet of he fareging Þ was Printed, - 


I received theſe Twelve Argument to be Dr. = 
Owen's : Whether Fame truly or f; | Faber nem, I 
- 2h »haqutarynx thy ape Oy += 1s —_ 
athice ſince the return, Fo Was ow 
For wa ary 97 ge the Reaſons of my Prattice, which ger T 
bad often done m pars oo 47Ngns pt God, hes entwanianine © theÞP 
Churches, even when my bers were maliciouſly perſecuted by 4 $1, 
proud and worldly Cler, oy did more barm than ever 1 did 
am bound with ty Cry render them @ Reaſon of my prattice ; : 
b experience, that neither fide can bear the acceunt which they call for. Some 
aallag aroma iomrins oes jo OI —— iy" 
known, eſpecially for r = 54h 
theſe n A. cpa p_ known already __ pou? of them from 
God and Man, becauſe Men bear not | Repoytance, but our uſt ification : : 
Had we confeſt, God i faithful 16 forgive. Impenitence threatens cur yes 
greater ſufſering. When we give glory to Ged, and take ſame ir los 
or bepes will reuyoe. Nothing bringerb {# much ſcandal, aid ormeth 
axainſ HS, as 0 111477 fin, or bidmg #t- 1 dar no long longer /ee Thou/ands of 
Chriſtians mil/guided mto miſtakes, _. like to be rumed { for them, a 
hardening thetr Perſecutors, rejoycing the Papiſts, who _ with them in Sepa- 
ration, reducing the Proteſtant Religion into corners, it Wp 4s pub- 
lick to we may know whom; cenſuring one anoth LOT fad bo on 
theſe mifighes, and fathering all this ow God: 1 ſay, 1 durſs not 
ſilence mow this, no more than to ſee men drowning, or the City on fire, 
without endeary0uring to [ave men. It 11 an exceeding great quiet to wo Conſci- 
ence, under all the Conſuſicns and Diviſions chat bave befallen befallen us, that _ 
and 1661. [plainly and earneſtly foretold the King and. Biſhops of them, 
did my brſt to a prevented them, 
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F And the Author that I deal with, neceſſitateth me - —_—_ | 
ation, in pulling down all Governments, caſting o 4 

Brag and ir rem ing down thoſe of England with Tythes and Unive 

| fities, perſecuting "and killing x men, and fat all on God, ani 
flying from the Biſbeps when = ad opened them the to return. He 

bis main Cauſe on the ill fruits of Liturgies (which indeed are rather the 

of Pride and Malignity), and conflrameth me to the fruits of Se Tat 

I dare not bury that in filence which Ged ſo dreadfully diſowned by their es 

d. ſolution, without any blood ;, and that when multitudes are running tats! 

old error, by miſtaking the Tudgment of the Tm 

ing that they took that for unlawful which they did not, and condemming allth 


excellent old Nonconformiſts and Conformiſts, and almoſt all the | es a8 
Earth. 
Let wiſer men deal wiſclier : T uſe the beſt wiſdom that I have. 4 
It”s true, that abundance of good pe 


have o 
men with faultimeſs and evil, mu ate 

im: But ng ſeparate _ oe 
dination, profeſſeth to cleave to Scripture-ſuffici 
ligion. I go to joyn im this profeſt Religion : If the Speaker of any fide add 
unwarrantable paſſages by or without book, let b1mm an{wer for them; law 
them not : Did my preſence own all that I hear, I would joyn with no man lromy 
The Lord fit ms for @ wiſer and more lIvoing Warld. | 
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The Twelve Arguments ſaid to be Dr. Owens , 1n- 
partially conſidered. 


" D. ©. 

Poſit. It is not Lawful for us to 5 
x 

u 


the Common Prayer ; becauſe 
Rule of the Goſpel, is not Lawfi 


1. Anſ. 


Separation. 
The Hiſtory of the Matter of Fat muſt be premiſed for the right de- 
ciding of the Caſe ; which is as followeth. 
' 1. God hath commanded us to Preach, Pray, Praiſe him , and Admi- 
niſter his Sacraments and Diſcipline ; and hath told us what Doftrine'we 
muſt preach , what things we muſt pray and give thanks for, and what 
Sacraments and Diſcipline we muſt Adminiſter : But he hath not told us, 
in what Words we muſt do theſe, nor in what Poſture , nor in what 
particular Method, nor ahaner 92 000; CREE I OI or 
various, nor Whether before prepared , or ſpoken imme- 
diately without RD nor whether written or remem- 
bred ; nor prepared and compoled by our ſelves, or by others, 
with ſuch like. ; 
2. God preſcribed divers Forms of Prayer, Confeſſion and Praiſe, tothe 
Tews in Moſes Law; and a Prophetical Song which they were all to. 
« 32. | ot 
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2. The Pſalms were a chief part of the Fews Litnrgie, in whi ch there” 
are many Forms of Prayer and Praiſe; ſome made by David, ſome by. 
Aſaph , lone by others , and ſome in or after the Captivity , no one. 
knoweth by whom. And thoſe Pſalms were not in Metre, and ſung in- 
Tunes like ours now , but londly faid over: 

4. Fobn taught his Diſciples to pray, not only as to the- Matrer , bur+ 
as to the Words; and fo did Chriſt his Diſciples at their Requeſt, who . 
had not then the after-pouring out of the Spirit (nay , knew not that 
Chriſt muſt die for Sin, riſe and reign in Heaven, &c. ) and he.ſaid, H#hen - 
Je pay ſay, Our Father, &c. tho not tying them only: to theſe words, yet 
giving them a Form of Words to be uſed as they had occaſion, as well as 
a perfett Directory for Method. 

5. Chriſt himſelf joyned with the Fews in Synagogues and Temple, 
when they uſed Forms , and fo did the Apoſtles ; and never blamed them 
for the uſe of ſuch Forms. 

6. Chrilt preſcribed a Form of Words in Bgptiſns , and inthe Admi- 
niſtration of the Lords Supper, and uſed a Hymn in Form. 

7. There are divers Forms of Prayer and "Thankſgiving ig the New. 
Teſtament, in Luke x, 8&2. andthe At#r, and Pauls Epiftles, andithe Reve-- 
lations, which its Lawful and Laudable to uſe. >, 

8. We are commanded to uſe Plalms and Hymns, and Spiritual. 
Songs , which are Forms of Prayer and Praiſe ( and was not then in 
Rhime.) And it was not every one in the Church that compoſed theſe 
Extempore, but forme made them for the reſt to uſe: _— | 
them (by Office, Authority or Perſwaſion ) the Churches will never | "a 

' theſame. Chriſtians in the primitive ages of the-Church, were k 
to the Heathen by their conſtant uſe of ſuch Hymns ſamg to Chriſt,and of - 


9. The Churches from Chriſts time to this, had'a Creed or Form of 
found Words, or neceſſary Articles of Faith, which they uſed in Cate 
chifing and in Baptiſin, which were a great means to keep —_— 
and Churocl-Tyranny and Herefie were the Introdacers of all cheir- 
Alterations. ; "6 WHO 

10. The Lay-Chriſtians of the firſt Aages were full of Zeal, thar” 
they would have taken it i}! to have been forb:dden to ſpeak their Anfiver« 
ing- and Conſenting partsir the Church (as the Fer e did ) and as 
now-we- would take it iff for the Miniſter to Sinp-atone , and forbid 
Pevple : And tho the ſcantneſs of Hiſtory in the firſt rwo tell'us' 


what words were then uſed as a Liturgy ( and no doubr ne prafinghy 
, 
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Habit was uſed chiefly-) yer ſome ſew Sentences thar are 
us that they uſed ſome Forms, . | £3 
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11; Conftantime bimſelf made Prayers for- his Soldiers , and every: 


Biſhop then uſed what Prayers he thought beſt in his own Church, and 
compoſed himſelf the Forms which he uſed conſtantly , till Herefie 
and weakneſs of Miniſters cauſed a Council to decree , That every one 
ſhould firſt ſhew his Form of Prayer to the Synods , to be examined and 
approved before he uſed it. 

12. | donot read or hear of many Churches on earth at this day, thar 
uſed not a Liturgie, except New England, and ſome Non-conformiſts 
here: Nor did | ever read that any one Church on earth for a thouſand 
Years after Chrifts time, did ever ſcrnple it or ſpeak againſt it ( tomy re- 
membrange ) fothat it was for many Ages the the praCtice of the whole 
Church on earth. At this day the Greeks, Armenians, Muſcovites, Georgians, 


Circaſſians, Mengrelians, Indian and Perſian Chriſtians , the Syrians, Aba'- - 


{mes, Egyptians , all the Countreys that have Neforians , Facobites, Ma- 


ron. tes, beſide rhe Papifts, have a Liturgie very far more fanlty'than ours: - 
Even thoſe aſcribed ro Fames , Mark, Chryſoffom. The Latheren; have © 
Reformed 


one , ( or divers in divers Countreys.) And thoſe called the 


have one, tho a ſhorter and more fimple, in; France, Geneud, Holland, 


the Pulatmate, Helyetia, Oc. 7 


12. 'The Nonconformiſts in _— were generally for the Lawful- | 


nes of a Form or Liturgie, and for Communion of the Pariſt-Churches 


therein, in the days of King Edward the Sixth, Queen Elizaberb, King - 
James, and King Charles the Firſt: And wrote more againft Separation by - 


far than the Biſhops did , as is yet Yiſible in their Books; ſpecially Carr- 


wright , Hz hradfhaw, P aget, Gifford, - Brightman, Baywe, Rath- - 


band, "foln Oc. 

14. Thoſe then counted the Fathers of Independexcy, were of the ſame 
mind, for Pariſh. Communion, and againſt Separation, Mr® Facob, Brad- 
ſhaw, Ames, ( fee his Firſt and Second Manudatfior. ) 


15; Yea, thoſe, call d& Brownafs - or atifhs were for Commu- 


non in the Liturgie in the ufaal parrs; and tor rhe crart--of thoſe Pariſh 
Chnrches that had-good Miniiters : | have cixed their own words before, 
We Ne 4 my ot whe (ame mind: von = 

16. The Martyrs in Queens Marys days had a ehi compo» 
hag our Litargie, and rejoyced in it 4 and worſhipped God according to 


it. And none that | read of feparated forthis frony the reſt-as falſe Wor-- 


ſhippers | 

t7. When before: 1629; there were . bat about one or two Noncon- 
formable Miniltess for eact: County; if ic had been unlawful ro Com- 
municate in the ick- Churches with the «ll England muſt 
have lived like Arheiity' withour any Churcts W for want of Mi- 


miſters, except about thivey or fogrry. Yea; as op 0 


a. 
9. Y 


"ot; Vp" « 


uſual Church Worſhip , except thoſe of them that by conniverice had” 
ſmall Chappelsor peculiars. Andof them moſt uſed muoh of the Lp. 


curgy. - 
48.41 the Congregations of the Nonconformiſts in England, that T have 
heard (fave one now broken) not counting fuch as Quakers , &e. } 
have uſed, and do uſe, ſtinted, impoſed forms of Worſhip to this day, 
and therefore judg it not unlawfal, meerly as forms, or as impoſed, 
1. Parents teach their Children a form of words in Catechiſms, inPray-' 
ers, in giving Thanks for their Meat ; and impoſe theſe on them.” 
2. Miniſters impoſe on the Aſſemblies, their own method and words 
in Prayer, which are a form to the people; yea, and a fogm which 
they know not, till they hear ir, and have no time to examine it, while” 
it floweth from the Speaker. And their Sermons are impoſed forms 
_ of Dottrine; (ſometimes written alſo, and read) 3. Few men that 
retain any Sobriety in Religion, are againſt the Creed, to be uſed as 
a form of Confeſſion of Faith. 4. The Independents drew up at 
the Savoy, about 1658. or 1659. a form of Confeſſion of their Faith” 
and Diſcipline. 5. They attempted (Dr. Owen, Mr. Nye , Dr. Good- 
win, Mr. Sid. Sampſon, Dr. Cheynell , and others), by appontment of a 
Committee of Parliament, to have drawn up a Catalogue of Funda- 
mentals, to have been impoſed for conſent on all that ſhould be tole+ 
rated in the Land in Church-Worſhip : they are yet.to be ſen in 
Print. (But Arch-biſhop Uſbey being choſen for one, and refuſing, and. 
I being by his conſent ſubſtituted in his room, broke that 
finding that their Fundamentals were lamentably compoſed, 
Chriſtianity was not an unknown thing, and that. Baptiſm, the 
Lords Prayer, and Decalogue, were a far better Ca of 
mentals than* theirs). 6. We all conſtantly aſe an Engliſh form of, 
Tranſlation of the Scripture, where all the Engliſh words, the divi- 
ſion of Chapters and Verſes, are mans invention ,” im t 
7. We all uſe conſtantly forms of Confeſſion, Prayer, | 
and Praiſe in the finging of Palms; where, when Davids and the 
Few: Pſalms are uſed, the Tranſlation, (or rather rm 6 | 
rhime or meters, and the tune, are humane and im : And the Se- 
paratiſts themſelves make no queſtion ; but other Pſalms, (ſuch as that 
of Ambroſe, Ge.) more ſuted to the State of the Goſpel Church 


be fidly- uſed, as Pau! requireth, which muſt be compoſed I 
and impoſed onthe Churches, or never unanimouſly uſed. Y 
mon ule of ſinging Pſalms and H is the 

forms. 8. He that doth not celebrate Bapti 

often in words of the ſame 

ments by his affeCtation of 


; 


P (5s) 
ſame. 9g. No man knoweth before-hand , ; 
ſtudied and - fore compſed his Prayer or Sermon , 
with him. 10. Many affeft ro compoſe all their Prayer in Scrpture 
Sentences, Which do but make up one form of ma 

19. When the King came in, the Miniſters inv1 
to attempt a Concord with the Biſhops, and they offered to in 
the uſe of the Lirngy, if ir were corrected: And they 
Additional Forms, or a Reformed Liturgy , which they would have 
uſed. 

| know it will be objefted, That I plead in this but for my own 
works: But | anſwer, 1. The Exceptions and Emendations of the 
old Liturgy offered, was none of my- work. 2. And the new one 
which | drew up by their appoinment, had their common review and 
conſent. . 

It will be ſaid, That theſe were nor all the then Nonconformiſts : 1 an» 
ſwer, It was the main Body of the London Miniſters ; and it was as ma- 
ny as would meet abour it, when they were deſired to come to Sn 
Colledge , and after they Printed a Thankſgiving to the wing 
for his Declaration ; ſo that then they were not againſt a 
impoſed Liturgies , ſo that the Impoſition ha& no unmercifulneſs in 
it, | 


20. The forreign Churches (in Holland, «France, Germany, &c.) are 
{o much uſed to pray in the fame form of words, that if they were pur 
to doall ex tempore, it would be lamentably done by moſt, even far 
worſe than it is. 

21. I have formerly told the world, That many of the-moſt noted 
Nonconformiſts in Londen , met and concluded for communicating 
in the Pariſh Churches, about 1664- And two things done by the 
Conformiſts ſtope them : One was a ſtorm then ariſing againſt thoſe that 
could not do it, which they feared to ſeem to countenance by their 
compliance : And Plague and Fire- interrupting the- purpoſes of ſome. 
The Oxford Aft of Confinement made-it unpradticable; becauſe, to 
be ſeen in a Church would have caſt them fix Months in the Goal with 
MalefaQtors. | 

- 22. Being thus hindered-and delayed; the King's Declaration after gi-- 
ving them liberty to have Aſſemblies otherwiſe, they were then kept from 
the Pariſh-Churches by their labours wich their own Flocks, as the Pariſts- 


Miniſters be from hearing one another. A 
22. Some inthe City, and more in'the Countries, all this while went 
conitantly to the Pariſh Churches before. this liberty, and as oft as 


could after, leſt they ſhould by their praCtice, draw the people to think. 
that they took it for unlawful.” 
| 24 Others. 
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24. Others that thought it lawful, judg it not neceſſary when the 
might do that which they judged better : And finding many Hearers'& 
fended at it, were loath todiſpleaſe them, and bear their cenſures ; cill ae © 
laſt, by long diſuſe, the people thoughc their jyudgrnent was againſt ix; 
And when neceſſity driveth them to declare their judgments, and change 
their praCtice, their Hearers (and their Adverſaries) call them unconſcis- 
nable Temporizers. | 

25. Tho Mr. Tomb; wrote for Pariſh-Communion, few Anabeprif; fob 
lowed him ; and tho Mr. Nye wrote for hearing the Pariſh-Mini 
ſew Independents conſented: But ſome of their Miniſters took the advan- 
rage of the foreſaid forbearance of others, and ſo brought Separation'th 
paſs for a common duty with many: And renewed (i gs made ite 
lier to draw men from the Communion of thoſe that ſo much ſuffes. 
ed by ; following the example of St. Martin, arid ſaying, That perſecutors 
obtruded without their conſent, were none of their Paſtors; and that it's 
no Schiſm not to communicate with the Church, which cauſeleſly har, 
ipſo fatto, excommunicated them-in Cam. 6, 7, 8, &c. This is the true pro- 
miſled Hiſtory, 


- 


—_ 


_ —_—_— 
——_— _ ——_  ———— 


: — 


.Q 
Some things muſt be premiſed to the confirmation of this Poſition. 

i. The = Arne - ren. Werſhip, ihr all Defra depen 
dences,are mtended ; For as ſuch it 1s eftabliſhed by Law, and not in any part 
of it only; as ſuch it is required that we recerve it, and attend wnto it. kt 
is mot in our power , it is not left toour judgment or liberty ro cloſe with, or 
make wſe of any fou of it, as we ſhall think 

e 


There are in the Mals-book many Prayers es to God only by Feſas 
Chriſt ; yet it « not lawful for ws thereon to go to Maſs, under 4 prerence only 
of joyning in ſuch lawful Prayers. | 

As we muſt not affet# their Drink-Offerimgs of Blood, ſo we muſt nat” 


take up their names in our lips, Plal. 16. 4. Have no communion with 
them, 


$ 2. I Shall now examine the DoCtor's Premiſes. 
To the firſt 1 an{wer, 1. If he will include all that is in the Li ». 
the Nonconformilts confeſs, that there is ſomewhat in it which they p* 
from , as urjultifiable :--And fo there is in all mens Worſhip of God: +” * 
2. He intimateth, Thar it is not n our power to cloſe with 
L. Error. ſome, and not withall. This is bis Firſt Error, IF 


'E07) 
Tho Man give us no ſuch power, God doth : As it is in my —+a en 


behevealt that one fpeaketh truly -and-well,- and notthat which 
eth amiſs. 1 am not bound to own all that any Preacher or Priet: ui 


ſay in the Church. , God pur it in the'Diſciples power to beware of the 
Leven of the Pherifees, and yet to bear them. Prowing ob rhings, is not «p- 


Ew. all thing s. ; the 
the Moſrhave many good Prayers, corruption by. twiſted 
[dolatry and Herefie,” makerh'Communion there unlawful: Hratbenr and 
Turks have good Prayers. Prove: any ſtagh- Hereſie or 1dalatry in the 
Church-W orſhipby the Liturgy, gms arrange Butif kmay joyn 
with your own good Prayers and Preaching, norw your 
many Failings, and ſuch Errors as are here Pleaded for, why not with 
others? 

4, Pal. 16. No is wo ſadly abuled, bich enter only of fcticing 
to, and wor Gipping falſe Gods 


_ 


2 It wto be enfilrebr uniltoic an: haut Bechebchdawats jy 
2 A NOT CT (2) Suck ar probikur, coders, 


puniſh all other ways the Wirſto Guodi m Churchs Aſſemblies: B 
our pen eG was mit; wb; ora Laws. Af i 


$ 2. Hat our Cormmmprionuſtifiertsal] the Laws: that impoſeithe Li- 
; F -rurgy, yea, the penalſevereties-is:co gro& an Error to; be. 
writter-witly any fray /prook: Whaeif the Creed of Lord"; 
NW. Error. Prayer were'roo orouſly impoſed; or Prechyrery or Indepes.- 
PE: rr echynn re rms een that 
Epiſcopacy ex 00 the : But every one 
is ogninit ir, quſtifiery norehe char Govenanc in that rigor. 
What if rigorous Laws ſhould make it impriſonment. or-death, -not. to 
uſe onr Tranſlation of the our - Catechiins, aur 
Metre.and Tunes of the' Pſalms, _—_— 
to meet at the a Flags: 
the ngor of rhe 
Law-maker ma poi 
£ uy-' As mer things"'eo 
At GY uy 


— 
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3- Thas conjunttion in Communion by the Worſhip of the Liturgy, is the - 
bol, Pledg and Token of an Eccleſiaſtical Incorporation with the Church of 
England i» its preſent Conſtitution: It is ſo im the Law of the Land ; It s 
fo mm the Canons 4 the Church ; It us ſo 6 the common Underſtanding of alt 
men: And by theſe Rules muſt our Profeſſion and Prattice be judged, and 
not by any de; of our own, which neither God nor good men will allow 


pf. Wherefore, 


$ 4. the Third Premiſe, 1 anſwer, 1. The Church of land is. 
an ambiguous word : 2. As it ſignifieth a part of the Univerlal 
Church, agreeing in Faith, one God, ane Chriſt, and all eſſential to the 
Church ; ſo we deſire the honour of being parts of it. 2. And alſo as. 
it is a Chriſtian Kingdom under one King. 3. And as It is a Confede- 
racy of many Churches to keep Concord in lawful Circumitantials as 
well as Integrals. In all theſe ſences it is a lawful Aſſociation. _ 4. But 
if any Church go beyond theſe bounds, and-on good 5 {hall agree 
upon any error orevil, it is a miſtake to hold, "That all that incorporate 
with then in the Three foreſaid lawful reſpects, do therefore 
IV. Error, confederate with them in their error, 'T his is your, Fourth 
Error. 
| will give you a general lhſtance, and a particular one: -4-- You, 
cannot name me one combined-company. of Churches from the Apoſtles 
days till now, that had noerror. You take Epiſcopacy to be an error in 
the very conſtitution: Name one Church from the 34 or 4:b Century 
for a thouſand years, that was without it, either Catholicks or Hereticks, 
that were indeed a Church : And muſt Chriſtians liave forborn aflociating 
with any of them ? Or might not own the good in their Alſogiations, 
without owning the evil? _—_— 
2. 'The Independents gathered a Synod at the Savoy, and there among; 
their DoCtrinals or Articles of Faith, laid down 'T'wo Points 
contrary Scripture : 1. That it is not Faith, but Chriſt's Ri ; 
that we are juſtified by, whenas it is both z and the Scripture often faich- 
the contrary. 2, That Chrift's Rigbrecmſneſs imputed, 9 0ur ſole Ri 
ouſne/s : Whereas the Scripture doth, many-hundred crimes name allo, our: 
inherent and practical Righteouſneſs... 1 asked ſome yet living,. why. ty, 
conſented to theſe, and did not rather expound the Scripture than deny+ 
it? And they ſaid, That it was Dr O's. doing. Now doth it follow, that 
every one that there confederated with you, owned theſe errors ? WT. 


(9) 


The Churehes of Helvetis are 2 very bonourable part of the Reform- 
ed Churches : They are commonly: ſuch as wecall Erefiar'; for no Dif. 
cipline but the Magiſtrates: Are ail that: confederate with: them as 
Churches, guilty of this error ? PV 4 

2. But 1 further diſtinguiſh between the many Pariſh-Churches, and 
the Dioceſan, and the Church of England, as conſtituted of ſuch Dio- 
ceſan Churches. The Old Nonconformiſts commonly owned the Pariſh- 
Churches ( and the Church of England as made up of ſuch ), but nor 
the Dioceſan. This they openly profeſſed. It is therefore another of 
your Miſtakes, that —_—— Pariſh-Churches and Worſhip, is an 
owning of the preſent Di Conſtitution. | 

Alfo it is your Miſtake to fay, "That Communian by the Li- i 
turgy is the Symbol and Pledg of the foreſaid Ircorporation-  V. Error. 
in the Charch of Exg/and in its preſent conſtitution: Iris ouly- . 

a part of the Communion commanded, but no ſuch $ :* VLError. 
For, 1. The Rulers openly declare, that they take multicudes ; 

to be none of their Church, who joyn-inthe Liturgy : Andie is ſubſcribing, 
declaring, and ſwearing Obedience, which is the Symbol: yea, they ex- 
communicate many that cometo the Lirurgy-Service.,. + 

2. And many come to it who diſown che Dioceſan preſent con» 
ſtitution : So did, as I ſaid, the Old Nonconformiſts; and many Forreign- 
ers, French, Dutch, &c. that come overhhither, I 

3. If one may joyn in Commanion of Worſhip with a Presbyrerion, In-, 

or-Anabeprif-Church, without owning the Errors of their con- 
{ticution, then fo one may with a Pariſh-Chaurch : But, &c. 

You miſtake when you fay, ltis ſo by the Law of the Land : Youmis 
ſtake again, when you ſay, It is fo by the Canon: You: miſtake again, 
when you ſay, It is ſo in the common underſtanding of- all. 1 formerly 
inſtanced in one of the Nonconfermiſts, Old Mr. Fen, 
of Coventry, Who would fay aloud, Amen, to all the ayer, 
fave that for the Biſhops; by which all chere knew G 
his mind: Whether it were right or wrong, 1 now VII, VIII, IX. Error. 
determine not. So here are Three more of your 
Miſtakes. — 

4. You make all other reſerves of our own, to be allowed neither 
by God or good men. Here are two more miſtakes. 1. God 
maketh it our great duty to hold Communion with moſt, - X; XI Error. 
or almoſt all Churches on Earth with ſuch reſerves; that 
s, to own them in all chat is good, and diſown/all- their (evil; rho 
their Laws command the owning of them. ;/ without this reſerve; 4 
would not joyn with yours, or any Charch on Earth, that is, if my 
Communion were an owning of all their faultineſs. oy" 

G 2 | 2. Al 
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z. And i's\an immodeſt Errorcofay, That > that 
in this arenot of your mind. isthere any ſpozlefs'C on Rareh ? be 
muſt we renounce the Communion with them 'all, or TC 
againſt their faults and miſpertormances ? 


—_— DC —— —_—_ ———— — rn ber enrrmernrnernermn 
ki39 
D. ©.. * 
He that j-yns in the Wirſhip of the Common» Prayer, ns b hy 
% make Profe eſſion, That ut ow 7 Fl Worſbip God, as 7 
approved of bim, and wholly agreeable to Maud a wn - ow 
i with other reſerves, w bypocrifie, and worſe than the thin wha 
withcut them. Happy u he that oe deadnternlind himſelf in rhe hg 
be alloweth, Rom. 14 Iz, 
© 
$ 5. His is your ewelfch miſtake, and one that hath dreadful conſe 
quents. 1, It. contradicterh the expreſs Profeffion of te 
YIL. Error, Communicants, : who. openly cell the World, bh 
take not all in rhe Liturgy, ro be won 
Mind and Will}: And you ave not to feign a Profeſſion men concay 
ro their open Proteſtarion. Fas! 
2. It is moſt direful to your own ſeparating allomtts, who by 
this are ſuppoſed ro profeſs all your Worſhip 'ro- be { _— 
ro Gods Mind and Will). And © the bonelt- | 
a guilty of all the Errors which yew" pae-imto your ep 


2. It is contrary to your own former Profeſſion, That you could is 
charity communicate with Presbyterians, or Anabapriſts, &+. Andfo 
you approved of allthe Errors of their Worſhip. 2010 01] L2GrENE 

4. Ir makert ir » downrighe-Sin., ro commuricare wird . 
op Earth: For all have heir fauhts and errors, ever in W y whied 
you feign all- thar Commanicate with chem ro jaſtifie, as '[ wholly # 
greeable to Gds Will,” "And to quſtifie Sin, —_ near: for: vor: 
and to father it on God, are ſad Aggravations ; ſuch- ſhall be 
eaſt in the Kingdom of God. By this rule yow would have fepirazed- 
from every Church on Earth,that we have notice of for a thowſand | 
yea, and to thisday ; and isnot that near ſeparating from Chriſt ? "A# 
when no man knoweth before you ſpeak in prayer, what you will 
How ſhall any man that joyneth with you, Koow but he maybe | 
of your Sin at the next SEnRnge: 


ad 

5. 1t is a breach of the ninth Commiandriient, this t6'charge afl the 
Ancient Charches , and Reformers, arid the Noneofortmiſts, wich hy- 
pocrifie, and Worſe than open firining, who have all communicated on 
the contrary Suppoſition. 

6. lt is no friendly a@ to the Church, to lay down ſuch a Princi- 
ple of perperual Separarion ,, and condemning each ortiers Commu- 
nion, and fo to make the Communion and Concord of the Churches im- 

olſible. 

f 7, It is Self-condemnation to jndg rhe preſent Biſhops Church-Ty- 
rants, for excommunicating good Chriſtians according to the Canons, 
for profeſt diflent abanr their governing Offices, Liturgies, and Cerc- 
monies; and for inipoſing Aſent Conſent to all chengr , &c. and 
yer to go march farther — | _ it | Sin againſt God, 
to Cothmunicate where the Worſhip is not [wholly agreeable to Gods 


1/4{l]. Prove that ever the Biſhops went ſo far from Coneord. 

8, | ofily humbly w Wherher this make not Chriſt, and all his 
Apotties Hypocrires, and Worſe rhan profeſt Sinners: Bid Chriſt by his 
uſual qoyning n-<hie Syragogte and Temple-Worſhip, 4 woitithehd- 
ing mer to go to the Prieſts, rs hear rhe Scribes and Pliariſees, &c. pro- 
fels that he took their Worſhip to be wholly le to Gods Will? 
Or did the Apoſtles ſoy while rhey long joyned inthe Synagogues with 


the TFews? 


+. © # « . 
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5. There may be « falſt Worſhip 
of # fall Such was the 
is 1h; Wierndf} Excl. 


3Þ 


$6. Our fifth Premiſe is unqueMionable: But-if you diſtinguiſh + 
; mot of falſe Wrſhiy, you all make but falſe Fork abour it. 
1. There is that, which is the corrapting of Gods own necelfary Wor- 
ſhip-Ordinances, in' ſo' groſs a' manner, eicher ourwafdly in the Xatrer, 
or inwardly in the Mad; as that God will nor -own' or accept the - 
Worſhip and Worſhippers. 2. There is thac which is falſe in 
Accidents, or Degrees, by pardoned failings: ahd infirmities. To be - 
{falſe } isto be ditagreeable ro the rule; ſuch in fome meaſtre. is eve- 
iy Prayer, Sermom or Sacrament, that ever you RS ; 


( 12 ) Io 
that faith be hath no Sin, is a lyar. All ſinful Worſhip, - is fo far al 
worſhip, which the beſt of men are guilty of : If you put all che Errocs 
that are in this Paper of yours, in a Sermon or Prayer , will not ſo ma» 
ny falſhoods make it falſe worſhip? 


. 

- 

© 4 
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D. O. 
On theſe Suppoſitions, the Propoſition laid down, « proved by the following 
Argument s. NY 
1. Argument, Religious Worſhip not divinely inſtituted and appointed,' 
* falſe Worſhip, not accepted mg God ; but the Liturgic "8.3 
tended, is a Relioion Worſhip, not divively mftituted and appomnted, ergo, 
mot accepted with God. The Propoſition s confirmed by all the Divine 
Teſtimonies, wherein all ſuch Worſhip is expreſty condemned, ſee Det. 4.2. 
Chap. 1z. 32. Prov. 30. 6, Jer. 7. 31. 29.13 , Fc. That efpe- 
cially, where the Lord Chriſt reſtrains all Worſhip to bis own command; 
Matth. 28. 20. It « anſwered to the minor itzon, That the Li 
turgical-worſhip «s of Chriſts appointment , as to the ſubſtantials of ity". 
tho not as to us Accidemtals; namely, Prayers and Praiſes ; not unto uts\ © 
outward rites and form, which do not witiate the whole, 


$ 7. T7 your firſt Argument, I anſwer. 

| have fally anſwered this to Mr. Ralphſon, 1. As tothe - 
bare name, either you will call all afts done to fignifie immediately 
the Souls honouring of God, by the name of Worſhip, or you will not; 
if not, then that which is no Worſhip, is no falſe Worſhip. - If 

will, then your Propoſition is falſe ; fo that either your 
X1IT. Error. jor or Minor, is another Error. For 1 take it for granted, 

that by Gods mfituting, you mean not a' general com» 
mand to man to inſtitute it ; ſuch as, [ let all be done to edification, ] if you 
did, then your Minor is not true. Keeling at Prayer rather than ſit- 
ting,purting off che Hat, uſing white Linnen and Silver plate at the Sacra-: 
ment, praiſing God by new Hymns , and in Engliſh Metre, and Tunes, 
and many ſuch, are Worſhip in the ſecondary ſence, and yet notimpoſed 
by any determining Divine Inſtitution. | 

Your wrong Expoſition of all the Texts of Scripture, here cited by - 

you, 1s more than one miſtake. Dewt, 4. 2. and 12. 3% - 

XIV.Error. Prov. 30.6, forbid adding-to Gods Worſhip, which is | 
oy broken by all that either ſay , that that is in Gods Word  . 

which is not there, (as you here do) ;' or that deviſe any Woſhip-Ordi- _ 
nances coordinate, or of the ſame ſort with his own, as if they were im» _ | 


: 
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: But there is not a word forbidding ſubordinate ſecendary Atts 
of Worſhip, ſuch as Kneeling, Pp | the Hat, uſh written Notes 
in Preaching , or Forms of Singing, Praying, Carechif , laying the 
Hand on the Book , or' putting ir under the "Thigh , or ling ie up in 
Swearing , the formal words of Vows, Oaths , Covenants, Confeſſions, 
Profeſſions, and many ſuch. Fer. 7. 31. condemneth them that offered 
their Children in Fire to Idols, becauſe God never commanded ſuch 
Cruelty and ldolatry. lt is nor true, that therefore we may not Kneel, 
or putoff the Hat, or Preach, Pray, or Sing in an humane Form of words, 
till God derermine it by Command. It was forbidden things which 
Iſa. 29. 13. and Mat. 14. are reproved, as being the Precepts of Men, or . 
things feigned to be neceflary Acts of Obedience to God, which were not 
ſo. Bur this you think your ſelf doth not forbid your Form of Church- 
Covenant, nor your Books, Tranſlation of Scripture , H , written 
Sermons , becauſe they are- deviſed by Man ; nor Childrens Forms of 
Prayer, for being commanded by Parents. Maizh. 28. 20. lt follows not, 
that becauſe Chriſt bid the Apoſtles teach all,that he commanded therefore 
nothing elſe ſubordinate may be taught. He commanded not the addt- 
tional Form of the Creed , _—_ the Form of Baptiſm in three Ar- 
ticles; nor the Hymns and ſpiritual Songs in Form mentioned by Pani, 
nor the Kiſs of Peace, the Womens Vails, the Mens being uncovered, not 


wearing long Hair , the ſelling all and laying it down at the Apoſtles 
Feet, Kc. 


D. O.- 


But it is replied , There is nothing accidental in the Worſhip of God. muy 
thing that belowgs to it, is part of it. Some things ave of more Weight ; Uſe 


and Importance , than others, Matth. 2.3. 2.7. but all things duely belong- 
img 10 u, are parts of it , or of its ſubſiſtence; outward Circumſtances ave” 


watural and occaſional, no accidental parts of Worſhip. 


6.8 Oo” Anſwer you well recite, if you add; that ( call it {abfontia/, 
or what you will ) the common L ords-day Worſhip according; 
to the Liturgy , hath not many, if any words in, it, whoſe. ſignified A4ar- 
ter is not ſound and true ;/ and as to the Manwer,Extemporate Prayer bath 
oft as great unapeneſs of words (which every Age changetb) difurder and 


as to your Reply, it is the ſtrangeſt that ever I read from fo Learned 
| a Man: 


» » 4 X a 
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| a Man, and is a great miſtake: What is there in, the world, 
XV. Error. that is a Subject, without anyAccidentals? Gods Ve 
hath a multirude of Accidents ; As the Houg,, t! 
Pulpet, the Tables, the Cups of Silver, the Linen and 0;ber Oxnamenss 
the Books as Printed , the Metre , the Tunes, the ers,and Veles, 
the words of Tranſlation, the Bujlding, the Geſtures, Veſtures, "Free: 
lures, &c. 
You add another miſtake , that [ every, thing that be{ungs tojigy, m 


of it.) Then all theſe 5 Trane hg parts of, it, for 
n 


XVI Error. all belongto it, "03 5g )-S g make-you of; 

Worſhip? "Then your Time, Place, Notes, Wards, Tungs; 
Geſtures, Covenant- Form, Catecbiſm-Forms, &c. are, all parte of Gods 
Worſhip , for they belong to it : And then. you muſt-be ſeparated; from 
for adding them. But after this miſtake, you. ſay, News hr 
ſtances are natural, qnd occaſional, no accidental parts Of. worſhip |. Anus: 
Tuſt now all Accidents, were parts ( or elſe Accideuts be/ong not tait ); Andi 
now [_ it hath no accidemal parts ], Certainly this, is; the truer; for- 1 ues 
member not that ever I heard, of mere Accidents that, were Parts. Amans 
Name, Relation, Trade, Cloathing, AgC, Foot, C6. belong to him, 
and are Accidents , but no paris of hun: no,nor is Hazr, if it be-a ment: 
Accidert. But do none of theſe. due/y tobim? -- ©1117 706 

2. The word [ Worſhip ], as 1 ſad is Equivogal, as. ſignifying 
only the Things made neceſſary to the honcuring of Ged direftly by, Druind. 
Command : or the ſubordinate Atts, Modes, Cireumftances, left to Humane 
Choice. In the former ſenſe, the Order, Words , and Forms in the L- 
turgy, and in all our uſual Devotions, are Accidents, and not Parts. In 
the later ſenſe , they are Parts: But whether this later ſenſe of Worſhip 
be apt, is but a ſtrife about a word. 

But you ſay,they are natwraland occaſional. Anſ.Dark words! 1.1 think the 
Tranſlations, Metre, Tunes, Notes, your Words and Method, Table, 
Cups, Cloth, Temples, &c. are rather Artificial than Natyral; Arr and not- 
Nature made them what they are. If you mean that Nature 'commantdet 
them , then God by the Law of Nature commanderh them : and what 
greater Authority can they have? But yer that isnot ſo, Natwre dorb fot 
determine us to this or that , but leave all to apt and prudent Choice. 
And ſo he doth as ro the form or words of Pravez. 19 

If by [ Occaſicnal ] you mean ſuch as.muſt be mutably fined.to juſt 

ccafions ; there Is no doubt of it: And while-the is. conſtants 
ſh may the Accidents, Burt ſure,while tlicy aze. ſich; yea,and relatively 
appropriated or ſeparated to worſhip ( as Buildings, Urenſils; and 
renance may be ) they belong to that Worſhip which hey. are,ve pas 
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x. Prayers and Praiſes abſolutely confidered, are not an inflitution of Chrif ; 
they are 4 part of Natural Worſhip common unto all _— nf#:- 
tution reſpetts only the internal of them , and the manner of thei 
perf: rmance ; but this s that which the Liturgy takes on it ſelf, namely, to 
ſupply and determine the matter, to preſcribe rhe manner, and to limit all 
the concerns of them to Modes and Forms of its own, which « to take the 
work of Chriſt out of bus band. 


$ 9. Our Second Anſwer is no better : 1, If by abſolutely, you mean 
not generally (but as oppoſite to conditional), it hath no ſenſe 
here thacl can find : But if itbe is genes] thatyou mean, as the Con- 
text intimateth, they areno part of Worſhip at all, natural or inſticuted: 
For there is praying, Which is curſing, and ftriving againſt God and 
Goodne(s, and praying to Idols. Bur I fa you mean | de Becie }, 
raying to the true God for good rhmgs ner And fo it is another. 
Mitake, Thar this Prayer is not of Chriſt's [nfir#tion, becauſe 
of Natwral Worſhip. All is of Chriſt's inſtitution which is part of his 
commanding Law : The Law of Nature is now Chriſt's Law, who by 
Redemprion is become Lord of Nature, and of all, obs 17.2, Þ 0% 
28. 18, 19. Epb. 1.2.2, 23. Rom. 14.9, 10. fobn 5. 22, &c. moiſt 
ftritly commandeth Natural Duties. The Ten Com- | 
mandments were of Natural Obligation, and yer inſtiru- XVII, Error. 
ted. And as Love was called a New and Special Com- 
mandment, as required on new and ſpecial grounds and ends, ſo is Prayer 
thus far alſo new. 
2. And it is another Miſtake, That Criſs - ST reſpefteth only the 
miernal form, and the manner of performance : inter- 
nal form «s imward defire offered mentally to God. And is XVIIL Error. 
not this Narwra/, if Prayer be ? Snre the Form ue the Thing. 
But the imf1tution of Chriſt reacherh the Matter of Prayer, as well as the 
imward Form and outward Manner : That we for the things menti- 
oned in the Lord's Prayer ; for God's Glory, Ki Willto be obeyed, 
&c. for Pardon, the Spirit, Grace, Glory, &c. Thatthe Goſpel may have 


free courſe, &g 
It is another Miſtake, That the manner of ieongeve ls Gnful, which _ 
you ſhew XIX. Error, 


4 _ Chriſt's inſtitution, The Hord;, 

ngth, are the manner of performance. Can 

an Inſtitution determinative of all the Words, Merbod and ec. 
H Length 
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Length of all our Prayers? Or of all our Pſalms, Rhimes and 
and all our Geſtures and Utenſils? &c. By theſe words I am induced 
hope, that the common report, That you were againſt the ordinary uſe of 
the Lord's Prayer in words, is falſe: for here you ſeem to be more for it. 
than you ought ; For if all the ourward Manner muſt be inftiruted by Chriſty 
fare the Lord's Prayer will be, atleaſt, the chief part. | 

You fay, the Licargy takes on it felf to ſupply and determine Matter, 

eAn'. 1. Matter is more than Manner. But this 1s another Miſtake : 
Fot the Liturgy ſuppoſerh that Scripture is the Rule, and Chriſt the 
Commander of all the Matrer of Prayer which is of conſtant uſe and 
need (as the Articles of Religion, and the Ordination-Covenant ſhew): 
And you give no inſtance of the contrary. But as to mutable Matter, 
which vary as occaſions by. Providence do (as days of Humilietion and 
Thankſgiving, the 514 of November, and thoſe things that are ſpeci 
ſyited to ſome times and places), you determine of ſuch your ſelves in 

our Prayers. | 
Error. 1t is another Miſtake, That thus to limit the Concerns of Prayer 

Modes and Formsjs totake ChrifPs work out of his bands. If ſo,then - 
ſhew ns mas LI many $e= ra fo to —_ ue bebe 
Forms only : it is not Chriſt's r work : Is a Li 
his king more than we evcr heard of? 2. And then do carl 
ſters inevery publick Prayer, take Chriſt's work out of his hands 
they not limit the people in Matter, Mode, and Form of 


words ? 
heavy charges lay .you on your ſelves? Do not the Compoſers 
It's 


Hymns and Pſalms, ſo limit them to Mode and Form ? 


? Do 

What 

Ki 

that 

they do. - 


A 


—— 


D.O. 
2- Outward Rites and Modes of Worſhip, divinely inftituted and determaned, 
| dy become the neceſſary parts of Dime Worſhip. See the Inttance, Levit. 4 
16. Therefore ** as are bumanely injtiruted, appormed and determined, 


are thereby made parts of Worſhip ; namely, that which is falſe, for want f 
Drume Inj} tutin, 


$ 10. ur Thicd Reply is no better than the reſt ; vi» That be 
cauſe Divine Inſtitution makes Rites and Modes 
therefore Humane Inſtitution maketh ſuch poou of fall 
$Xl. Errer. Worſhip, for want of Divine Inſticution. | 
Woo gine how ſo worthy a man could miſtake ſo widely, buts 
tudying only what to ſay for his Cauſe, and never thinking 4 


(17) 


lied. God's determinationcan make ay indifferent thing a Ducy: 
repel follow; that therefore he hath be ferrous Fas 
nation ? God's choice of Feruſalew for his W of the Tabernacle- 
ſhape, of the Priefts, &e. made theſe necefary : ts therefore man's de- 
termination of the fixed for ordinary worſhip, of che form of the 
Temple, of ordained Minifters, falſe Worſhip? God made it a duty to 
ſing the Pſalm, Deez. 32. and other fince: Is it therefore falſe worfhip now 
to make Hymns for publick uſe ? Chriſt be his Diſciples a Form of 
Prayer : may you not reach your Children or Scholars any ? 
Chriſt choſe a Text, Lake 4. and t, and that on a Mountain, in 
a Ship, &c. Therefore we may chnle a Text, and Place, Ge. God ap- 
pointed an Faftsand Feaſts: Is it cherefore falſe to (HEE 
the 51h of November, or the like ? God determined of the | 
tenance : Is it a fin now to determine of Miniſters maintenance ? If God - 
ſhould inſtirute and command all the words of your Ch 
Prayers, Sermons, they would become neceflary : Are they t 
finful if man determine chem ?' If God had made all the &rticles of 
your Savoy Confeſſion, or all the Laws of Cn BY would hows 
been neceſlary : Are they now all unlawful, Man made 
them ? 

That which God hath commanded, is no falſe Worſhip: Bur 
God hath commanded the Churches to determine undetermined 
Modes and Circamſtances needful i» genere; ſo as all may be done 
to Edification, decently and in order, and qort canſeleſly to croſs the 
CITY and to obey thoſe thar are over them in 
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4. Prayer and Praiſe are not the things preſcribed-and enj in and 
b the _ is ſo far Fn ther 7 Fro s and 
raiſes in Church- 1, meerly as ſuch, are ited ; it i 
its own , way and mode, with their determination and limitaticn 
alone, that are inſtituted, preſcribed and enj by it : But theſe 
oO OY and therefore are ſo far falſe Wore 
P 
$. 11. are two more ftrange Miſtakes : 1. Are there ſo many 
Prayers enjoyned, and the called on with a | Le «s 
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in this : For doubtleſs , you would never -clſe affirm iv 
KXIL Error. and expett that all men renounce their Sences; you can 

mean nothing leſs than that their impoſed Forms, 
uſed as commanded, are no Prayers, which is another Error...If ſo, then 
the Prayers of the Church of God for 1300. years at leaſt, that we read” 
of, were no Prayers: And then you deſire no part in the Prayers. of any 
Churches on Earth, at this day , ſave New. England:, or a few. ati 
What wonder then, if you be left without the Benefit of all thoſe 
Is this the Communion of Saints, in the Catbolick Church? . 

2. And are there no Praiſes enjoyned. Are none of their Pſalms, Hymns, 
and Doxologies, the Fraiſes of God, when uſed: You ſuppoſe that Chri 
will call them Nene, or elſe you durſt not. And is ſuch a Slander of Chriſt, | 
and the Univerſal Church, no fin ? ky 

Your rext Miſreport is that | bythe Litargy, all -Prayers and Praiſes im + 

Church Aſſemblies are robubited. | This is too Raſh: Whers 
XXIII, Error. is there a word forbidding them ? This can have-na 

but that either none are Church Aſſemblies that have a 
turgy , or that nothing commanded in the Liturgy, is Prayerand Prai 
in a Chvscb-4ilembly : But if this be. your meaning , . ic is both ways 
untrue. 2. Is there no Church on Earth our of Eng/and? Or dotheyj 
forbid any out of England, to Pray and Praiſe God ? z. Do- they forbid 
the Durcb and French in England, to Pray and Praiſe God ? 3. Do they 
forbid all Prayer and Praiſes in the -Pulpits , in the Paziſh-Churches? 
4. Have you proved all the. Pariſh-Churches in England to be No 
Churches? Where is your Proof, how much ſoberer were.the old Brown 
miſts? 5. Have you proved, that Commanding Men to Pray in ſuck 
words, is forbidding them to Pray ? when you ſet a Pſalm for Praiſe, 
that to forbid all Praiſe ? Is not comme modus entu modus , and includeth * 
the Thing? 


D. ©. 

2. Argument. That which was in «s firſt contriggance, and bath been init 
cont muance , an Invention and Engine to defeat , or render uſeleſs the Pro 
miſe of Chriſt unto his Church, of ſending the holy Spirit in all Ages 106% 
able it unto the due diſcharge and performance of all.Divine Worſhip in # 
Aſſemblies , " unlawful to be complied withall , nir can be admitted in 
Religions Worſhip ; But ſuch # the Liturgical Worſhip. That the Lord Chn 
did make ſuch @ Promiſe, thet he doth make it good, that | 


and Continuance of the Church ( withaut which, it ss but 6 deal Mac bom} 
doth depend thereon, I ſuppoſe will nut be denied, is bath hem andemiahit > 
proved. b 5. 
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6.42. To your Second Argument, I anſwer. 1. 'To the Minor. 
T Do you mean that this was the I»ent of the firſt Contrivers 
and Continuers? or only that it had this effe&, contrary to their Intent ? 
The firlt ſeemeth your Sence, which is another miſre- 
XXIV. Error. port: For 't. You know not who the firſt Inventor was. 
2. You 'know not altthe Continners. - 3. And fo high a 
Charge is to be taken for a Slander, till it be proved. 4. Are you ure. 
that you lay not this Charge of Malignity on the Men of God, that made 
the Fews Plalms? and on Chriſt, that compoſed a Form of Praying and 
Baptizing ? and on Ped, that commands Hymns, and impoſed on Timorby 
a Form of Sound Words ? 

And if vou meant it but of the Exg/iſh Liturgy , you could never prove” * 
that our Martyrs.and Confeſſors that made it , 12d ſo malignant an End. 
But you ſpeak it of Liturgical Worſbip in general, which- obligeth you to- - 
prove almoſt all the Paſtors for 1 120. years and more, -to'be fuch Ma- 
lignants- And its eaſily diſproved, whether you meant ir of their. /uevt, 
or of the Efe&, by aſſigning the rrue and better Imenr and Effet. . They 
did it not to render uſeleſs the Spirits help, but 1. To be uſeful where ſuch 
Abilities were. wanting : It was the antectdent- diſability of Men that oc- 
caſioned Lirurgick Forms. 2. And it-was tobe a help ſubordinate to the 
Spirits help, to thoſe that have it but in part; "as SpeRtacles to dark Sights, 
and Sermon Notes to weak Memories. 4. They ace really a great hei'p 
to many ,” and therefore- nor made vnly-to hinder them. + When firrer, 
and more ſound and moving words are ſet before an unready-Speaker, 
they help his affeftion more than his own ſhorter and unmeeter words: 
would do; And his mind being not taken up with the tudy of words, is 
the freer to attend its affections. You muſt not meaſure all Mens. Volu-- 
bility of Speech by your own.” I can truly fay, that Forms are-ofta help: 
to me: | find young and old Chriſtians are more fit to-uſe ther-rthan the 
middle aged : For the young cannot - at firſt pray well-( at leaſt before 
others) without them , till uſe- hath-caught chem And the old have; 
diſcretion to fit their Aﬀettions to ſound words oft repeated. -Bue the 
middle-aged, that have a greater Hear, and alefſer Light, are much more: 
taken with their own ſudden Effaſions and Expreſſions. 

Do you think, that when Calvin formed .che Liturgy for Geneva and 
France , he had fo Malignant a Deſign, as todeſeat the Spirits help? Or 
do our Eng!:h Pſalms and Tunes quench the Spirit ?. and: ase they uſed 
to keep from the Gift of making Hymns-Ex. rempore ? : 

2 | anſwered your Minor firſt, becaule-it is matter of Fat; but your 
Major alfo is untrue : For that which is impoſed withan ill ſntent; may; be © 
uſed toa good one: And that which hurterh ſome , may be a help to 6+ 
Qers. If che Pariſh-Churches were all buile toſerve Popery GU , 
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(20) 
and dedicated toSaints, yet we may uſe thei lawfully t6 better 
If Prieſts Marriages be forbidden for ill Ends, it may be forbora for good! 
Ends. If Glebe and Tyrhes were here given firſt to maintain the | 
they may be uſed to maintain. ſound Teachers. It was Popes that 
the old Cuſtom of not adoring, kneeling on any Lords day : *And yet you 
may lawfully kneel then in Prayer: Tea , tho 
XXV. Errer. brought in kneeling to the Hoſt by that Alteration. So that 
this is another Error, And your Confirmations are not true; 
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D. O. ; 

Hereon the Church lived and atted for ſeveral Ages, performing all Diving 
Worſhip in therr Aſſemblies , by Links of the Gifts Lo gens. of the boly 
57:0 ons FTW of avdalidis _ od ths "Y 

When theſe things were neplefted , when the way of attammy , the exty- 
ciſe of mm. wer Tos difficuls tro Men of carnal mmds , thu way i 
Worſhip by @ Preſcribed Liturgy, was inſenſubly brought in, to render 
Promiſe of Chriſt, and the Work of the y' Ghoſt in rhe Adminiſtration of 
Gifts, uſeleſs. And herein two things do follow. 


$. 13. YTis a great Error to think, that the Gifts and Graces of the holy 
3. Þ Spirit may not be exerciſed, if we uſe the ſame words, or if they 
be preſcribed. The chief help of Gods Spirit , lieth in giving us a due 
eſtcem of the things prayed for , ends holy Dafie fer a LEY 
Faith and Hope that we ſhall obtain them , and a fixed to uſe 
all other means for them, and avoid all that would deprive us of them. 
And doubtleſs, he that hath theſe mental Diſpoſitions, hath thereby a 
great help for his n of them; for out of the abundance of the. 
nm Mouth fj But 1, Let 
e, can enable an Hypocrite to as , in as 3. 
and earneſt Tone, as. fincere Chriſtian, ol 


me ſo 
in Prayer ex tempore , than 


mer he cook to be he! 7 
of Gods Spirit, if chey had 
than they had to (peak ſo mugh Error and Evil wo 
extemporate fluency. 

4. May not a man uſe the Lords Prayer by the Spiries help? if 1 
have any help of Gods Spirit, it is more inthe uſe of that Prayer, than 


its greateſt help is in its greateſt gifts, 
Deſire, &c. and not words : Words 


I 


pi 

They 

uſed a ſet form of 1: i vied 

ſinging Pſalms and Hymns, which were nor by 

evef finger- 4. They uſed the Lords . Fat 

the Lords Supper they had divers words of for ne 
in . 


Cyprian, ſame. parcels are _ to he ſeen, and. 1 
truth is, our Hiſtory of the C 

firſt rwo, handred years, is fo lirtle, that we et lictle how they- 
did it, * te foreſand rwo paſſages in Juſtin and Tertullien Bur . 
by what is in the Hiſtorians of the next Ages, and by the Churches ge- 
neral uſe of the Lirurgies, without contradittion ſoon after, and what. 
Daillee hath gathered, de culre Latiworum, 6c; we know that [ ns orber-+ 


wi/e, ) is not rrne, : 

2. it's too true, that the. fleth and worldly alienations: 
Ee Ter Tear 
mn rrayng to this 4 : 
| hope no wiſe man dreameth hae alt rhe Paſtors had one ſoul, or-one . 
deſign, If any Maſignans uſed orenjoyned forms, to make .. 
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Chriff: promiſe, and the Spirits help uſele/; ; others nſed'them,"and' ; 
- 1 ne them, fer the performance of Chriſts promiſe, - tt. 
Spirits help. 1. Becauſe there were not ({when publick countenatich 
increaſed the Churches) half enough men for the Miniſtry, thar * 
the extemporate gift: of Prayer and Preaching. 2. And you' 
that each Church had then many Elders for overſight, 
thatlaboured in the Word and Doftrine. Do you beli 


: 
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ſoberly con- 
which 
Chriſt 


ſelfor by another, from whom you borrowed them. I have Mr. 
Ph. Nye, wiſh that ſome men were ſent into Wales, and other ſuch plages 
with an injunCtion to read good Sermon: Books to the people, 'ſucha 
Dr. ſb Sibbs, &c. was this ſpoken to defeat the Spirit, or to-fere 
him "i 
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D. O. 
1. A total negleft of all gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, im the 
Church worſhip and Ordmances. . 


$ 14. THe firſt Conſequence is an untraths: 
XXVII. Error. but Liturgies were abuſed ro: cheriſh 
rance and Negligence. But that the -negle& was s 
is not true ; whether you all tbe Churches, or all the parity 
Worſhip and Ordinances. . 1. The many holy and excellent Me - 
fame and writings are tranſmitted to us, did not totelly pled? ol, : 
of rhe Holy Ghoſt, Were all the great Volumes of Seri 


oy | 


1d written by: 
Preachingins + Were none 


without him ? Or ally ian's, Macaris, 


yea, Or Bernard's Homilies and Works? Sw, Bj, 


2. Are the gifts of -Holy Defire; Fair, Hope; ranes; 110 gifts of 
the Holy Ghoit ? Or can you prove that theſe were rotally neglected in 


the adminiſtration of Church-worſhip ?* 
line, which i 52 Church. 


2. It's known, 4.tke tn WEEN. DENY _ 
Ordinance, and in| Catechizmn were not tied 

| na Ron, Prayer and Thankf: 
gry 


only to a form of words ; my no? itt 
= $ a great blow to the Univerſal Church, to ſay, That it rorally neg+ 
letted all the gifts of the "Holy Gboft. | 
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, 


2. When a Plea for the Work 0 Vir Hobs G2 an to be revived, it produ- 


ced all the enmity; batred nil may of rr ar. the Spirit God 
himſelf, and birwhole Work: lapthe Clu ho rhe World ts | nes filed 
withal. 

$15. tword | hirwbule EYY in + Chuzh is an- 


other miſ-report.. It 1s not ts whole 'work] XXVIULError. 
thatis ſo contermned. A matt may Mercy ro 
the Poor,” for Obedience ro Authority, 'f© Line Ec. and be' may fing 
Vſlms of Praile; and pray fdr Pardbn, arid 'and Mayiſtrates, 
and for daily Bread, and” may profeſs to believe'the Creed, and Scrip- 
ture, fc. wrthone the conrempt Which” you deſcribe: Bur no donbe bur 
Malignity will take advantage of LPet, 8 and of almoſt any thing, 
and fo hath fill donet All is'not unlawful men abuſe: Whar is 
more turned againlt Chriſti rhe world aj0d, n' his Two great Or- 
dinances of Magiftracy and Miniſtry mote abliſed roftrife, chan the 
mg of Love, Unian'and CEN Ate all theſe therefore un- 
awfn}? 


And it's a palpable Rwy [That the foreſaid ſcorn 
all done by the Spirit ' W's Wy devs SLE, XXIX. Errer. 


ton of the deviſed way 944 
malignant enmity to ſerious from worldly intereſts and 
ar FRELE "men, and 


deſigns, and ffom' rhe landers of he Bi 
too mach from the of many ed moſt of the , 
And 


Spirit, as Quakers, Raiiters, Gs. 
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(24) $M} 
And Experience confuteth you: For all thoſe Countries that 
litile uſe of Licurgies, have yet malignant parries that hate 
ſpiritual ſerious Exerciſes of Religion. 
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All the Repreaches that are daily caft upon the Spirit of Prayer ; all the con- __ 
cuntemps and ſcorn which all Duties of religions Worſbip performed by bis) 
aid and aſſiſtance, are entertamed withal, ariſeth from hence alone, noms, 
ly, a juſtification of this deviſed way of Worſhip, as the only true way and. 
means thereef. 

Take this away, and the wrath and anger of men againſt the Spirit of God and. 
bis work, in the Worſhip of the Church, will be abated ; yea, the neceſſity of . 
them will be evident. | on—ci 

This we cannot comply with, IefF we approve the criginal deſign.of it, and 
partake in the ſins which proceed from it. 


$ 16. | cen you lay the main ſtreſs of your Cauſe on Hiſtory and 
Experience, you conſtrain me_ to add ſome more Hiltory , . 
which | had rather have paſt by : Bur if I ſet not Experience againſt Ex- 
perience, 1ſhall leave abundance unto the danger of error, who can judg. 
by little elſe than Experience, and that ſee and feel what's preſent, 
forget what is long paſt and gone. 
'The Truth | have opened in my Cbriitian Direcry, that both ways. 
are liable to great abuſe, and all bumane actions have their inconveni>. 
ences. The benefits of a ſound Liturgy, are, 1. To keep out Hereſie ©. 
and ill words from publick worſhip. 2. To be a help to men of unceady 


utterance. 3. That the people may know before-hand what they joyn 
in y 


> 


The inconveniences are, 1. The dulling of AfﬀeQion in hearing till. 
the ſame words. 2. The tempting of flothful worldly Candidates and. 
Minilters to learn no other way of praying, when this will ſerve all their; 
worldly turns. Burl muſt add, That this followerh not the impoſing of a 
Liturgy, but the excluſion of other Prayer, and taking up*with this-/ 
alone. 

2. The conveniences of praying from anhabit, are, 1, A juſt variations. 
as Occaſions vary. 2. Help to freſh AﬀeQtion. 3. Forcing Miniſters to get. 
ability for utterance. 

The inconveniences are, 1. That the people know not till the 
are pait, whether they may own them, and fo hardly try all, 
follow with juit conſent. 2, That abundafice of young, raw, us 
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skilful men, do- ordinarily diſgrace Prayer by their unskilful methods 
and expreſſians. 3. That Hereticks and erroneous men have great 
opportunity to pur their fins into their prayer, Which yer the ople 
ſhould by joyning in, make their own, were they ſound (which they 
are not bound todo by Sermons): And,no man of underſtanding can 
chuſe bur ſaſpe@, that weak ignorant Miniſters' will be ſhewing their 
weakneſs in the higheſt Duties ; and ſo-muſt ſuſpend their confent> till 
late. 4. That leſs care wifdbe taken in ſpeaking to God, then in ſheak- 
ing to Men, while moſt ſober Miniſters ſtudy their Sermons. 5. "That 
when to avoid diſgraceful words , and manner of praying, men muſt 
decree, that no ſuch weak or unrceady., men ſhall be Miniſters, the 
number that can do it berter, will be ſo ſmall, as that moſt Churches -on 
Earth muſt be ſo deprived of Miniſters, andall publick Worſhip, if that 
take place. 6. That by this yourg ignorant men, that by uſe can 
ſpeak fluently and fervently in prayer, ſhall be followed by the people; 
when many great Divines, judicious and holy, that bave not chat readineſs 
of utterance, ſhall be rejected, as having nor. the Spirit. 97. That as 
all mens bodies and minds. be not ip the like quickneſs and firneſs at all 
times, but ſometimes clouded by Fumes or Weakneſs; the publick Wor- 
ſhip ſhall be as matable, uncertain and various as mens Tempers 
are. | | 
All theſe on both ſides, are. ſo. great inconveniences, - that tho 
beth Formaliſts and Fanaticks have derided me- for it., 1 bave for- 
merly ſaid, and till ſay, That 1 believe that the beſt way to avoid 
both forts of Evils is, To have. meet ſet Forms, which ſhall be 
owned by the Church , as their profeſſed deſires, not being fo 
long, as to take up too much time from freer Prayer',- much 
leſs to forbid it ; which Calvin wiſely ordered for France and Ge-+ 
neUsd. 

And now as you have Hiſtorically told us the- il] Conſequences 
of a Leurgy, I ſhall firſt cell you, It is a Miſtake: None ot theſe 
ariſe from a ſound Litargy , but from the uſing - that alone, and 
not uſing alſo free Prayer with it : And next, I ſhall add ſome 
more of the Hiſtory of Separation from Churches that have Li- 
turgies, tho it be as diſpleaſing to me, as it is neceſſary to the Peo- 
ple. 
| will paſs by the Hiſtories of Arwrcer and Munfer, and of David 
George in Holland,and of Henry Nicols, and the Familifnn, which were the 
Oft-ipring of Separation; And the ſad Conflicts whici they bad againſt 
the ſober Noncopformilſts ; and their ſad Diviſions among themſelves in 
Helland, and how many of them went further to Anabopriffry, and more ; 
when Brown their Leader here , turned Conformiſt, lt is only what 
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have lived to ſee, that I briefly mention. When the Parliament 
1640. there were few Separatilts known comparatively in. Eg 
Bur when they were encouraged by hope of Succefs , they began ro 
and: ſhew themſelves , and rwo forts fell in with them , and quic 
creafed them, that is, 1. The exaſperated Sufferers, 2. Women, 
weak young Men, who thought it a geeat honour in Religion, to 
far enoughtrom Perſecutors, and formal or ungodly Miniſters, not 
ing the Danger on the other Extream. Holy and Learned Fils 
foreſaw the Danger , and wrote his Book, called, The Ti1al of Separating: 
and after ; two more ; one againit Canne, and another againſt rwo, 
Enpland Miniſters. "The Afſembly being called, even ſober and exe 
lent Men that were for the old Conformity in caſe of Neceſſity , bur 
otherwiſe; Fire of their number, diltering from all rhe reſt , fave ra 
more, wrote for Independency. This Controverhie 9) ay the great Brea 
while the Five Diſſenters ſtood ſtifly for a Lyiberry, that Men Is 


New Churches ont of the Churches of the other Miniſters ,. of” at many . 
ſhould come to them in all places, gnd ſhould bave all Church-Power in tt 
ſeparated Chiurches, The other did not what might Have been 
skilfully to heal the Breach, tho they did much. 'The two Parties 
others. into the Diviſion. Thoſe called” Prerbyrerians were the 


quiet, becauſe they thought the Dillenters few. . Independency 
bave been tolerated , but Sepay ation was that which would” not be 
dured”, when nothing was m_—__ in Do&rine or Worſhip, ot | 
Diſſenters excepted againſt. The Separaters finding themſeves few, 
the more induſtrious, eſpecially to ger Intereſt in ment and 

In the Parliamenc, they could never get near the Major Vore; but they 
ſome , whoſe Policy and Induſtry made up what was wanting ind 

. ber :- And by them}, they got the Army 'new modetl'd; all Pa 7 
Men thence put out, and Cromwel/ put in Power, Second in Name, | 
Fir#t in Deed: He placed his Intereſt ( as C:»favtine did, in owni 
perſecuted Chriſtians , who had no other ourward help but him) 
claring himſelf to be for Liberty is7 Re/jzicn , and rhe Proreftor of; 
Men that ſuffered for Conſcience-ſake, or feared it, whereby che [ 
ters that feared Jeſt the Presbytericns would Matter them, came in. 
him, and he got enongh to Head his Army (and great numbers allow 
Common Soldiers ) who were for Separation; and being Men of, otter 
Parts and Intereſt, than thoſe t,at Fight only for Pay, would not. 
away, but Conquered almoſt where ever they came. ! lived in Cex 
quietly, and with godly underſtanding Men , who thought 21 then& 
cuſations againſt Fairfax's (or rather CromwelPs ) Army , as. turbulent, 
overturning Men, had been Slanders. After Naſcby Fight , being 
them, I went for Novelty to ſee them. There ſome ſober Men amy 
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ther; told me , how they had diſconraged all the Orthodox Miniſters, 
fave one or two, arid were deferred by them, and rurhed Preachers 
themſelves ; they that had moſt Seif Conceir, being the Speakers ; and in 
a word , fotetold me what Changes they wonld-atrempr, againit King, 
Parliament, and Miniſtry , 1 went home, and cold whar 1 faw and heard; 
and being Invited by {ome of the ſObereſt to the Army, | told an Ab 
ſembly of Miniſters ny willingnels to venture Life and Labour among 
the, to undeceive as many as | con'd. The Minitters contented ta 
my going ( Dr. Grey, and Mr. Simon King, yet liviig, were two of 
them ); There Cromwell having norice of all before | camie, gave me no 
opportunity to eome near himſelf or the Chief in Power : But where [ 
came, | did my beſt : For I found the Separatiſts half Armizizzs, and the 
other half contrary, Antinonians; agreeing to nie their Power for the 
Changes that Were after made. The Scors and Pres5yre#iay; they delign:. 
edly and bitterly rEproached, The Book called, Marti Mar-Pricft, and 
other fact, reff *yol' their Dialect : Their ntval Titles were, The 
Priejt Byr&#s, the Drivines, the Sinners of Wet minſter , the Diſſembly-men, 
ahd ſich like. The godly able Miniſters, were more {corned by them, 
than formerly T had heard among the Drankards. What they id after. 
this, Zor/and and Scotland felt. They, Cur off the King , they caſt our 
Fleven Members from the Parliament: After that , they caſt our and im- 
prifoned the Major par , Which was the Houſe of Commons, and calt oue 
all che- Honſe' of Lords; then by theſe they made the People rake an 
Engagement againſt the old Forrii of Government”, To be true to the 
Commonwealth, as thenEſtabliſhed, without a Ring and Houſe of Lords ;. 
They ordered the Sequeſtribg. of atl Minitters that would not Faſt and 
Pray before, and give "1 hankF after, for their Victories jn Seerland. T hey 
then pull'd down this Remnant of the Commons, ahd called themſelves 
withaur the Peoples Choice, 'Two out of cach County, and called them a 
Parliament. Theſe put it to Te Ee nie Land - Miniſters 
n Epend, ſhould nar _be pi a Jt once, ar bi Repo 
weſt, it was carried Biit By three Voices, © gave up 
their Commiſſions to Cromwell, He now ih eat the 
Miniſters : The Government is again Changed, and he made Protector, 
and Fundamental Laws made among chemfſelves, by we know not whom ; 
Parliament Lords made by him : Parliaments called, and broken. at his 
p.cafure, The Government of the Colinties pat into the Hands of Mayor 
Generals. After the Death of Oliver, his $03 [et up , and his Parliament 
firit pulPd down (in which the Reverend Author, now oppoled, told me, 
be was an Agent) and next himſelf. Then the Commons, called the 
Rump, were made Sovereign afain. Then they were pull'd down again, 
and a Conncilof'Scate oft of the 'Artny that didic;, is ſet bighelt: 8 y 
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laſt, by God's moſt remarkable hand, this conquering Army dilſalned 
ntterly without one drop of blood, and the King reſtored without opps. 
ſition. 4 2 4 

Ir's true, that ſerious godlineſs all this while much increaſed in malt 
parts of the Land: Kut how? It was mainly by the excellent 
and living of that Miniſtry whom theſe Separatiſts vilified, ſuch as the 
Aſſembly-men had been, and by a middle fort of Peace-makers, who 
engaged in no Set, but would fain have healed all : For \the efled 
the ſeparating party were theſe: 1. The Land was calt into diviſion and . 
confuſion by them. 2. Ranters and Quakers ſprung from them., 3, They 
overthrow of Government brought a Reproach on Religion. _ 4, Spe 
rated Churches of Anab1ptifts kept up a Religious War in. many 
5. All the Pariſh-Miniiters in #ales were- put down, and molt of 
Churches ſhut up, Itinerant Preachers being ſet up in their ſtead, It 
the Pariſhes ſhould be thought to be Churches. poo x you'l ſay, 
theſe Itinerants were better than the old ignorant Miniſters ; But, 1. 
Namber was ſo ſmall, that there was commonly but one to Six or 
Pariſhes : ſo that the People publickly worſhipt God but orice in Six 
Eight weeks : And had nor a Liturgy been better than nothing, or 
to live like Atheifts? 2. The moſt famous of the Itimmerants were 
IW. Cradocke and Vavaſor Powel : 1 knew them both : The former w 
MolF zealous man for practical godlineſs, with whom IF converſed in 
Youth, when in Mr. Rich. Simond's School in Shrewsbury, he was 
ed from the Biſhops purſuit, by the Name of Mr. Wi/l;ams : But how. 
groſs an Antinemian he turned after he had learned Separation, before 
was Teenerant there, his Printed Sermons tell us, where he fo earneſtly 
perſwade:h men not to queſtion their Juſtification after Converſion, for 
| in whatſoever they ſhall commit; and more Tuch like: And by. 
Prmed Writings ſhew, that Mr. Erbwry, of whom he learned van 
fell ſo far, as that it's hard to difcern that he was at all a Chriſtian. b 
Vawaſer Powel was an Antinomian. &" 
Now | crave a ſober Anſwer to this, 1. Whether a Liturgy had nat-- 
been better than no Worſhip for ſix days in ſeven? 2, Whether the” 
Irinerants, that ſo dangerouſly erred in DoCtrine, were rot more [ 
deſtirute of the help of the Spirit, than they that only wanted ability” 
to utter ſound words without a Form, or Books ? And had not | 
forms been ſafer for that People, than the Doctrine of Mr. Erbury, ME. 
Cradk, Vawaſor Powel, Morgan Llez4 of Wrexham , (known allo 8 
Print). It grieved me to talk with one of theſe Itinerants in 1663, | 
came to me for Counſel: He had been an Anabaprift ſet up for an tings 
rant over many Pariſhes ; I examined him, and tound that he had not” 
aily more learning than to read Engliſh, and was groſly Ignorantin Uk: * 
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vinity : He was ordained for all that by a Bi and conformed ; 1 
wondered how he paſt their Examination: He told me that they aske 
him no queſtions about his Learning or. Knowledg, but only whether 
he would Conform, and fo. ordained. him. | 

| have now opened ſome of the fruits of Separation in England, as 
you have done the ſuppoſed fruits of the Liturgies, but indeed of the 
excluſion of free Prayers. . And now - whether all the ill effects 
have come from one extream. trach is, having impartially ob- 
ſerved the miſchiefs of the Age in which, I dave lived, 1 have found 
that both the extreams have been the chief cauſes; and the Peacemakers 
both the moſt underſtanding, and the moſt innocent: And the 

arer any of the ſeveral parries have come to them, the more innocent 
ey have been. Iris not meer Epiſcopacy or  Liturgies, that have done 
he miſchief; for (Tch excellent men as Cranmer, Ridley, Hooper, F ar« 
ror, Parker, Few?l, Grindal, Davenant, Uſher, 8c. could uſe both pro- 
tably : I's not meer Presbytery ; for ſuch as Calvin, Beza, Danens, 


nem, 


leel, Rrvet, Chamier, Dallee, Blondel, have been excellent Lights in 
he Church: It is not meer Independency ; for Ramus, Ameſinr, H. facob, 
Fer. Burroughi, and many = = of that mind , have been excellent 


jeaceable men. It is not mere memes for there have been ma- 
y *peaceable worthy Mnen againlt Infant Baptiſm, (and ſome Biſhops 
houghe it not of Divine Inſtitution) ; and when they were re-baptized, 
_ntinned in Love and Communion with others. But it is Proud 
ance, and want of Chriſtian Love , cauſing Excommunicatings Perſecu- 
mg, Separation or Schiſm in (ome, and withdrawing cenſorious Separa- 
ion -in others, who ( neither party) underſtand the trath, nor ever 
oved their Neighbours as themſelves, nor learnt to do as they would 
de done by. The worldly PR: 1Gs. and the. unzoly PR {Gs. by 
Perſecution, and by cauſleſs Separation and Alienation, have done the 
urt. 
But 1 w.!l tell che Biſhops, that they ſhould not be too angry with the 
earned Author of theſe rweive Arguments: For. | know .not three 
en alive, whom they are more beholden to for their reitizution, by o- 
pening the door, and ſweeping the way, and melting down or pulveri- 
z'ng all thac was like to have reſiſted them. I ſpeak not of the Lnren- 
on, but of the Aion ; by which the Separatiſts cut down the banks, 
and when they had let'in the Prelacy and Liturgy wh'ch they ditlike, 
en write and talk againſt them, _ : 
| will add one Queſtion to this unpleaſant SeXion ; If there be as few 
1 a!l the Chriſtian World; yea, among. the reformed Calvivifs and 
.«1be1ans, ont of our Kings Dominions, that can pray as well without 
'orm, as with it, as we have great cauſe to believe ; would he 
bave 
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have all theſe Nations diſſolve all their Churches, and like Atheiſts at 
off all publick Church-worſhip, tifl they have Miniſters "enongh that 
have learnt to pray better withont a Form or Liturgy than with i 
If. this be defired, I appeal to any that can difference Chriftianity þ PF 
Heatheniſm, Whether Licurgies, or ſach a Separation from Litiirg, 
would do more-hurt? oy 
And 1 will add yet one queſtion more, If there- be not above t 
three (or at laſt no) Church-aſſemblies in a County ,. whi 
Nonconforming Miniſters, and opportunity to worſhip Gad as Chit 
would you have all the reſt of the Countries diſſolve their Chij 
femblies, or forbear all, and live like Unbelievers? If fo, I am a 
tiſt from ſuch deſtructive Principles and Separations. 
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2. Argument,- That in religious Worſhip which derogates from the 
Office of Feſus Chriſt, ſo far as it doth ſo, u falſe Wirſhip. | 
Unto the Office of Chriſt , it mſcperen'y belongs that be be the ſols Li 
giver of the Church, im all the Worſhip of God. © The rule of bs Grote 
ment berein , Teach men to do and obſerve whatſoever 1 command, 
But the Wirſhip treated about , conſiſts wholly, in the , Inna 
Commands, Preſcriptions, Orders and Rules of Men ; and on the Ante 
rity of men alone doth their Impoſitions on the prattice if the Chind 


depend. What u thus, but to renounce the Kingly Office Chrif a:th. 
Church? | p (the | 


$ 17. PO the Major of pou 4. Argnement 1 anfiver, 1. TI's 


that i» Worſhip, | as the badneſs of the men, &e.) v Ic 
no part of the Worſhip, and therefore no falſe Worſbip. . 2. True We 
ſhip materially may be ſo abuſed, as to derogare from the Kinglt OF 
fice of Chriſt. 3. Bur it is granted, Thar all your own, or other 8 = 
Errors, or Sin in Worſhip, (which no man is totally free from) 
1m ſome degree pratticaſly derogare from - the Kingly [Office of Chn 
(which ſhould be better obeyed) and fo is ſo far falſe Worſhip. # 
That it belongs ro this Office C4 Chrift to be the jet 
XXX. Error. Lawgiver in all the Worſhi of God, is another mi he. 
1. 'There is that "#» Gods Wis p, which is no part @ V 
Worſhip. 2. There is a ſecondary Worſhip ſubſervient to on s. Inf 
rutions, Which men may make Laws about. 9. There are tempor 
By-laws and Aendates, Which have the efſence of Law, (which 8," 


wr 
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ifie the Rulers Will, making the Subjeftt Dwty ) beſides general Laws 
| [X"Excetlency, ſo called. | | | 

And ſo, 1. Princes may make Laws for the Uſe of the beſt Tranſlation 
of Scripture , for the Verſion of Pſalms , for Miniſters dve ordering 
Worſhip; to reſtrain ſome Seducers, for Time, Place, Urenfils,” ro be 
uncovered , and to kneel or ſtand at Prayer, &c. And the Paſtor may 
by Mandate, oblige the People to much of the like. 

Matth. 2.8. 20. By ſaying [ whatever I command yeu | doth not ſay, Do 
nothing which your Parents, Prince or Paſtor command you, beſides my 
Commands. Sure it was his Spirit that ſaid, Heb. 13. Obey them that 
have the Rule over you. Chriſt never particularly commanded” any of 
the Twenty things, if which I inftanced to Mr. Raphſen, Muſt not Chil- 
dren obey Parents, or Servants their Maſters, in learning any Form of 
Catechiſm, or chuſing any Miniſter, or writing Sermons, &c. till Chriit 
will particularly command them ? This is a falſe Expoſition. 

[t is another Miſtake, that the Worſhip treated about, confiſteth wholly m 
the Command, &c. of men. This Worſhip containeth, 1. In General, 
Praying, Proifing, Preachmg. Is this none of Gods Com- 
mand ? 2. It containeth for the Matter ſignified, the XXXI. Error, 
Confeſſion of Sins of Omiſſion and Commiſſion , the Pe- 
titioning for all contained in the Lords Prayer , and for all Graces (tho 
Prayers for Faith or its increaſe , was much forgorren , ſave on St. Thomns 
day, or ſuch an odd occaſion ) and for the Church and others, as well as 
our ſelves, for Kings, and alf in Authority; And Thankſpivings for all 
ſorts of Men. 1 can find little in the Common Publick Worſhip, whoſe 
Matter is not of Divine Command z And can you find none ſuch at all ? 
wonderfal difference of Eye-ſight ! 

3. The Marrer ſignifying, is much of ic: The Pfalms of David, the Old 
Teſtament and the New Read, the Lords Prayer, the Ten Command- 
ments, Scripture Hymns, a Scriptnre-BenediQtion : 1s none of all this com- 
manded by God ? What Chriſtan ſhould believe it ? 

It is alſo a Miſtake, that (_ o» rhe Authority of Men alone, doth their Im- 
poſition on the Prafftice of the Church , For, 1. The foreſaid parts 
are impoſed by God himſelf 2. Lawfnl Modes 
impoſed by Men-, depend not on their Authority aloxe, NAN Error. 
but on Gods, who Auchorizerth Rulers to doit : For be hath ſaid, Letall 
be done to Edification, in Order, Obey them that have the Rule. '1 hey 
that obey a Paſtor for 'Time, Place, Urenfils, Tranflations, Platns, &c. 
or that obey the King, depend not herein on Man alone. 

Your Conclufion alſo is a Miſtake. This is not co XXXTL Errer. 
renounce the Kimgly Offce of Chriſt in the Church , no 
more than you did, you wrote your Sawoy- Articles of Confeſſion, of 

K when 
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when you draw up the Form of a Church-Covenant for your Flock. 
chat is a Sin againſt Chriſts Kingly Office, 1s not a renouncing of it. * 
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4- Argument. That which gives Teſtimony againſt the Faichfulne/s of Chriff 
in bu Heuſe, as a Son and Lord of it, above that of a Seryant, us net ta 
complied withall ; let all bus Diſciples judge. 

Unto this Faithfulneſs 4 Chriſt it doth belong to appoint and cemmand all 
things whatever tm the Church, that belongs to the Wotſhip of God, as 
evident from thu Compariſon with Moſes berein, and hu preference above 
him. Rebr. 3. 3,4, 5 6. But that Inſtitution and Preſcription of all things. 
in Religiozm Worſhip, of things never mſtituted nor preſcribed by Chriſt wn 
the Forms and Modes of them , ariſeth from a ſuppoſition of a defet# im the 
Wiſdom, Care, and Faithfulneſs of Chriſt ; Whence alone a neceſſity can ariſe 
of preſcribing that in Drvine Warſpip, that be hath nct preſcribed. 


6. 18. JO your Fourth Argument, Ianſwer. 1. To the MajorPropo- 
| firion ( 1. To give Teſtimony ) Signifieth cither by remote 
unſeen Conſequence, to croſs Chriſts Faithfulneſs : And fm 
the miſtakes of you, and every Party; Or Cogan a know! 
(frifts Faitbfulne/3, No Chriſtian —_— with.chi p. 
2, Complying alſo is an ambiguous word; if it mean an apprebation of 
any Sin, ſo no man muſt comply. If it mean communicating in gag 
where there is a faulry mixture of ſome evil, fo be that will not com» 
ply , muſt joyn with no Church, and-with no Man living. 
2. To your Minor , | anſwer, ( palling by the misforming,) in 
Suppolition , It is not true, that it belongeth to 
XXXIV. Error. Fauthfulneſs to appernt and command all things wo 
m the Church , which belongs to the Warſlup of God : Bb 
he were unfaichful in bidding them. appoint many things tobs 
Woſhip. 1 have named Inſtances enow ; which 1 muſt not epeat 
You and all Miniſters belong to his Worſhip, and yer Chniſt bats 
in Scripture named you , but left the Choice-of you to Man. S6 of 
Accidems undetermined. _ 
it is another Error, * That the Preſcription: of Fon 
XXXV. Error. * and Mecdes of things in Worſhip, nt commanded by C 
* can ariſe from nothing but from Suppeſition of # 1 
* m the Wiſdem , care and faithfulneſs of Clriſft. 1 confute ity 1.38 
know not the hearts of all the World, and therefore cannot ſay, 1M 
this can ariſe from nothing elſe: Did you know Ambroſe, that made 
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Te Deum, and all that made and preſcribed Palms, Hymns and Pray- 
7 Calvin that made a Liturgy ; and Bueer, and Mwerwikere, 
and all that preſcribed Tranſlations and Metres, &c. fo well, as to know 
that all theſe, and almoſt all the Churches on Earch do ſuppoſe Chxiſt 


co be unfaichful? | 

2. Is it only ſuch a charge ar Suppoſition againſt Chriſt, which made 
you your felf preſcribe your form of Church-Coyenant , your Sevoy 
Articles, your Catalogue of Fundamentals, your Lay-Elders, yourtime 
and place of Meeting, your Utenſils and Ornamencs at rhe Sacraments, 
oct | &TS | | 

2. Itell you another HOY They 6 Sehju they thought 
that cheſe Modes are mutable a ing to s, Place, Time, Occa- 
ſion, &c. And therſore, thar it be not ro Chriſts faichfuinefs co 
determine them, ” LON # =; mores his fairhfulneſs Serkan did 
deny that -ic hath left |} to humane Determination rmination u gene- 
ral Rules , and bid the people hey rbem;'rhat Bave the rule over yo, 
Se | | 
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of an end in Divine Worſbip, which Chriſt bath irdained a means for, wn 
to the exs/uſion of that means (0 appointed by Chrift, « falſe Wirſhip, and 
n:: to be complied withal. "PM '* 
"ue ond mended, u the Edification of the Church,in the Adminiſtration of all 
is boly Ordinances ;_ this the Serwyice-book it ordained and mow ed by men 
for, or it hath no end or wit at all; but the Lord Chriff bath appointed 
th.r means for the attai _ end, as is efly declared. He bas 
given is unto men for the work of the Minfry, for th: edifying of 
:he Body, Epheſ. 4. 7, 8, 11, 12. that ©, is all Goſpel Adminiſtrartons. 
Eut the, means js AT by Chriſt, name:y, the exerciſe of ſpiritual gifts 
in Goſpel Admuniſtrations, unto the Edification of the Church, js mk. cy 
yea, expreſly probibited in the. Proſcriptzan of this Liturgical Worſhip. 


+ 19.'FY the Mayar of your 5:6. Argument, 1 anfiver, As to the 
| former, No man is to comply by Approbation with any 
thing that excludeth any of Gods means ;-for infance , not you 
that excinde the great duty of Cathalick Communjon. Bur we may {© 
tar comply with you and, as to joyn with you in Gods Worltig 
tho you mix ſome evil. . Mr. Faldo at Barnet Was fain many years 

Preach to a people that excluded ch Ls He did whar Ar 4 
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would, bear , when he could not do what he would. He compile 
not by Approbation with excluſion, for he ſpake againſt it, © ©. © 

Are yout ſure that all your ways haye rended to the Edification of th 
Church ?/ Every weak Miniſter that predcheth or prayeth,, when 
abler might be had, hindereth. the Edification of the Church. ” Is 
Sin therefore to hear any but the ableſt? © $6 

2. That which hinderech the Churches Edification by the Rulers 
fault,it may be the Peoples duty to obey for a greater good: For inſtang 
It is leſs edifying to uſe our old ſinging Plalms, than a betrer Verſieg: 
And yet for Cencarg, if. the Ruler appoint them, the People. muſt uſe 
them ; becauſe Concord with that imperfettion, is better than to: 
Every one @ ſeveral better Verſion, or dixers at once: fo a faulty 
fation of Scripture, a weak Sermon, an inconvenient hour and 
when Concord is neceflary, and cannot be had in the more 
circumitances, it muſt be had in the beſt way we can. If the 
appoint an unfit timc and place to meet to choſe Parli 
it's a duty to comply, rather than not to meet at all; every evil (6 
excludeth good: And yet we muſt not renounce Communion in al 
good, where men mix any evil, leſt we alſo give over all good ow 
ſelves, 

2. Chriſt giveth gifts to men now in the due uſe of means, and nat 
by miracle: Therefore he giveth chem in great diverſity, and'by 
Study, and long Time, Feb.g. For the time they ought to have been teachers, 
&c. Therefore a Novice muſt not be a Biſhop ; but an Elder, whence 
the Office had its name. All your pupils, people or Miniſters, that 
had the Spirits gifts, had not your redugdancy of Expreſſion; And 
many can talk more fluently for falſhood, than good men” can'far 
truch. 1 was never much troubled my ſelf for want of words to e 
preſs what I know; but | have ten thouſand rimes more beg'd hard for 
more Knowledz, Faith, Love, and Hope, than ever | did for the gift - 
of utterance ; a iull heart is earneſt, fervent and ready. 

It is another miſtake, That the exerciſe of Spirits 
XXXVhb Error. al gifts « expreſly forbidden; unleſs you had meant that 
rſt at the uſe of the Litutgy ,* extemporate witerance 

is forbidden ; but it is not ſointhe Pulpit. 

And you ſhould not confound things ſo different, as is the uſe of the 
Liturgy, and the forbidding of other prayers. 

Nor yet the a& of the Commander, and of 'the "Peiple; "If Rulers 
ſhould command LOSOorY , Prayer, Ge. to exclude" the® 
Pſalms, that is their Sin, and not the Peoples,” who'muſt 'not (like 
vich a at meat) refuſe all, becauſe they cannot have what” 
would. , þ. 04 ine 
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The pretence of "mens liberty "ro whe their- Gifts in Prayer- before S. 
and in Preaching, is ridiculous; they are excluded in all the ſolemm Worſhip 
of the Church. 


$ 20. His anſwer is not only a miſtake, bane © -: | 

T of an ill aſpe&t on-your ſelves, - It's not -- XXXVTL Error. 
cue, That the uſe of Gifts| & exetudeded in all the ſolemn - - "bt 
Worſhip of the Church]... As if Prayer , Praiſe, Thankſgiving, Confel: 
ſion , Explication of the Scripeure, Reproof, Exhortation , Comfort, 
Direttion, Benediftion , were no part of the folemn Worſhip of the 
Church. Indeed ſorne Superconformiſts have ſaid ſo, byt I had boped 
you would not. _ 

2. I faid, It's of an ill aſpect. © For r. If Preaching and ay care 
er before and after, be none of the ſolemn Worſhip of the Churches, 
then all thoſe Churches which ſeldom uſe any other, (ſaving a Pſalm, 
which is a Liturgick form) have no ſolemn Worſhip at-alk ” 2@But if jr 
be otherwiſe , (as it is) then 'the ' Pariſh Churches © :far excel moſt of 
you, that they have all that yon have (Pulpit Prayer and Sermon,/ and 
ſometimes a Chapter ) and all the Common Prayer- more. * And is not 
that betrer than your nothing ( at Sacraments) ? I know that che 
Nonconformiſts that | have con with, are in judgment for 
(for reading the Pſalms, Chapters, Creed, Lords | , D 
&-.) Bat-l have come into ſo few of their Churches-that do any 
than the common Pulpit work, (ſing a Pſalm; Pray and Preach. there 
that | have in that refpe&t preferred the Churches that do all that, and 
add all the Liturgy beſides, more than you uſe. 


D. 0. 

Argument 6, That which bath been, and « ebſftruftive of the edification of the. 
Church, if it be in Religious Worſhip, it « falſe Worſhip: For rhe end of . all 
true publick Worſhip us edification. But ſuch hath been, and is this Liturgics! 
Worſhip : Fory / T7115, | 14d 54 
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. grant it: All that is bad, is fo far falſe. = ny 
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To the Minor, 1. And ſuch is all your Errors, and all the 
' Refleftions, flovenly Expreſſions which any weak Miniſter uſech 
faults that all men have in ſome degree. 


_—— 
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D. O. 
1. It puts an utter ſtop to the progreſs of Reformation i in this Notion, fi 
bounds unto it that it conld never paſs. 


2. It bath kept multitudes in ignorance, GC. 
2. It hath countenanced and encoxraged many in OSD cqrackogth 
boly Spirit, and bis Work. 


4. It hath ſer up and warranted an wngifte 
5. It hath made great deſolations in the nba 4 % the fencing of þ 
| Mimifters, '2» In the rain of Families innumerable, 2 


M® . 


ſouls. 
It is not lawful to be participant in theſe things ; yes, the glory of = rſh 


lies m our teſtimony againſt t 


$ 22. y 02a ere 1. It's not ctheuſcof a Lity jy tar hin 


Reformarion, but the abuſe of / it, and fi dingy” 
of duty 


2 The ſame1fay of k men in ignorance: lk all aches 4 
and the Litargy wich it, a o_ keep none in ignorance. Some 
tia Miniſters who endeavoured to have practiſed my Reformed Poſter, in 
perſonal conference, told me, Thar there the common people:go cullo- 
marily, almoſt every day inthe week, toa Sermon, withour Ceremonies 
or Lirurgies (uſually) with a B:blein their bands, ms. 
rant-as thoſe here that have no preaching. 

3- Ithink it was not the efteem of a Lirurgy that made Quakers 
—_— here, revile and ſcorn the beſt Miniſtry, 1 think, in all the 
World : 

4. Nor was it the Liturgy that ſet up and warranted ſuch ill-gifte 
Teachers as Mr. Erbwury, Dell, Den, Pau! Hobſon, Chillington, Li 
Prince, Walhwin, William Sedgwick, no, nor Mr. Sa/tmarſh, who 
for comfort, That Chriſt bath repented and believed for as ; and: we 
”” more que tion our Faith and Reyentance, then we would queſtion Chrif. | 
paſs by mulcirudes of Army-Preaching-Soldiers, ſuch as-rhoſe-in- ys 
Berhel's Troop, in the ſame Regiment that 1 was with; againſt 
one day in eAmerſbam:Church, 1 was put to diſpute from -marni 
near night, toſave multitudes whom they drew every week tohear 
{rom their abſurd Errors (and at laſt they turned Levellers, and Cr 


Wu 
ell was pnt eo hunt them todeath). The like 1 ag pucio ih irate 
an Army-Chaplain, and an Arrian, that maintained, r- Chriſt was 
God, in a Church at Horcefter : And this life I had with themlong. Was 
all this cauſed by a Liturgy ? 

5. The deſolations made in the Church, malignant men would make 
with or without a Liturgy. What may not be abuſed ? The Authors 
muſt anſwer-for it. Such as aforeſaid, Feael, Grindal, Uſber, Kc: Preffen, 
$ibs, Bolton, and a Thouiand ſuch, e no ſuch havock. 

lc is not lawful to partake in perſecution : but we muſt partake in 
much good, Which bad-men- will abuſe to perſecution. An cxcetlent 
forreign Church hath decreed to reject all Miniſters that are not, 1, For 
the Antiquity of the Hebrew Points. Rs. hp Univerſal Redemption. Onr 
Learned Author here-was for bath , tho-men abuſed them to perſe+ 
cution. 
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D.O. 
Argument 7. That prattice whereby we condemn the ſuffering Saint; of the 
preſent Age, _— them pr. Witneſſes of God, and the only blamavie 
P 


cauſe of their own [uffermgi, is not to be : Aut fuch 15 thus pratiice - 
And where 161143 dane on @ pretence. of luperty, without any plea of neceſſary 
duty on our part, it is uiterly anlawful. 


$ 22. ba = Seventh Argument: The Major meaneth, .cither Saints 
tat ſuffer for avell;doing, os for i/l-doing. It the Anobapritts 
ſhould be ſuffering-Saints, 1 would be none of thoſe that they fuller by : 
But yet 1 would not be for Anabaprifry, / for fear of condernning them as - 
the cauſe of their own ſuffering : -By that Rule 1 muſt own every error or 
ſin that any Saint ſuffererh for, . 

2. The Truth bids me ſay more 'than I am willing, ro confute this 
Error. 1 have beard Army-Officers ſay, That they believed abundance 
of the Ten Thouſand Scots, killed at Danber, were.godly men : And yet 
you were one that publickly, in Pulpit. and Print, accuſed them, and 
vid not juſtifie their cauſe for being Saints. Do you think none of the Mi- 
niiters in Eng/and were Saints, that refuſed the Engagement, and were - 
lequeſtred for that, and not keeping Faſts and Thank(givings for Blocd ? 
Are you lure that Chriffopber Lie (beheaded), was no Saint? Or. did you 
therefore own thei ? | 

To your Amer : It.is a groſs Miſtake to ſay, That 
Roing to the Liturgy maketh the Rees Th ewly XXXV.UIL Error. 
blamable cau'e of their own ſuffering: What ! are | 

, you - 
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on one that acquit all their Proſecutors,. if it be but pods that the 
Refuſers are miſtaken ? Who could have ſuſpefted this ? What FR 
byterians, Anabaptifts, and ſuch others err (as you believe they do ? 
any would therefore ſilence, impriſon, baniſh or hang them, « 
jaitifie it, and fay, IT hat the Diſſenters are the only blamable car | 
own ſufferings ? Sure you confider not what you wrote : You thoughtne 
ſo. -M 
2. But are there no Saints that go to Common-Prayer ? Why dom 
you diſtinguiſh Saints? 1 hope there are many times more Saints: 
wiſer), that ſeparate not, than that do : And are not you as faulry forky: 
ing, They ſim, as they for ſaying, Tou ſin, if their cauſe be true?'Y 
ſoundeth as too much of a Sect. _ 
2. The Truth is, Repentance is ſo hard a work, that I fee both Es 
treams fly from it on a proud pretence of Conſtancy, and that they! 
not confeſs that they have erred. It was the grand Argument that he 
down me and others, when we pleaded with ſome Biſhops to have 
vented our Diviſions by ſome alterations | Ob then it wilt be't 
we erred, and gave cauſe for old complaints) : And now we muſt none of 
vs hold Communion with the Pariſh-Churches, leſt ſome Sainr: thatls 
parate, ſhould be rendered Falſe Witneſſes of Ged, and blamable. But were 
not the old Nonconformiſts and Conformiſts, as real Samts as the 
Separatiſts, and a Thonfand for One? And do not you now i 
all as Falſe Witneſſes ? If really you have fathered any L—_— 
viding Error on God, repent of it, and donot juſtifie -it, for ſear 
ing thought blamable. This is it that keepeth Eng/and in confuſion, and 
threatneth worſe : Neither of the Extreams that have cauſed our calimi- 
ries, are humbled, nor can endure a motion to repent ; but Overrumen 
jaſtifle their former and their preſent love-deftroying ways. "The Tard 
give England Repentance unto Life : And the Lord help'me to ſee alf 
Errors, and to repent the more, becauſe | ſee that proud Nature isſomy 
againſt it. wry 
And you miſtake, if you think that we plead only liberty for this 


munion. Iris duty that we plead : but not duty to all perſons; nor allrime 
as if the caſe of all were the ſame. '7 s mh 


We have not the happineſs of Innocency: Repentance is next tt: 
When we confeſs our fins, we vindicate Chriſt and Religion, which at 
againſt them: When we juftifie them, we falſly honour our ſelves, and 
lay all on Chriſt, as if he would juſtifie that which he abborreth anddied 
for. God will yet more ſhame us, if we will ſhame his Cauſe, inſlesd 
of raking ſhame to our ſelves. Impenitence is more dangerons thatiar 
ſin which we ſhould repent of: Carnal Policy will be angry with me 
mentioning the old faults which Adverſaries ſufficiently reproach art 
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And 1 niuft fy; thar Colitis time, will.;oftifie the peri alkey bf fie 
Cty people of lod Wes the ie Ace Re boſe Ma- 
lignants and Papiſts , who charge them with all rhe Guile of the Sins of a, 
few Settaries got into an Army, even the ſubverſion of Church-Order, and 
Civil Power , when it conld not be done, but by a Conqueſt and Op- 
preſſion of theſe Religious People firſt, both Parliaments, Miniſters and 
their Flocks; in compariſon of whom, the Army: tiſts were incon- 
ſiderable for Tr tive wil qa deſtroy þ ne of faithful Sub- 

(ts , asg r oppoſed , were Conquered, 
-- ſuffered for oppoſing, do bur ſhew "their own Infquiry ) Bur 
yer God never taught men that way of Policy": *Repentance, and not 
Impenitence , or Self-juſtification, is the way”to'take off mens reproach. 
God permits them to do it, becauſe we do it not. 'To confeſs our own 
Sins , is no Extenuation of rhe wickedneſs of any Malignant Perſecutors, 
or debauchr men. Whar they cruly upbraid os with in malice, let us 
openly lament in ſerious penirence ; and "not ſtand to a ſinful dividi 
Principle and Cauſe, leſt the Saints be blamed,thathavefathercd it on God. 
This Learned Anthor hath done otherwiſe himſelf, and hath the 
Party now oppoſed. 'He and 1 knew the Man who was Paſtor to the 
Commanders of rhe Army, when th Id down and ſer up, and 
again pull'd down, tifl they had turned cheir Armed Bulwark into Atoms ; 
and when he faw what they had done; faid, [1 wonder the people do not 
caſt ſtones at us as we go # the rs Was not this a of his 
Flock ? He knew how oft the A of the Separatiſts to the ſeveral 
ſuddenly ereted i did change their minds, and cry peccs- 
vimuns by their new Add for the old : And why may we nor blame 
them that blamed themſelves for Fathering their Miſtakes on God ? 
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D. 0. 
Argument 8. That Praftice which « accompanied with unavoidable Scan- 
/, engaged in only on pretence of Liberty, us contrary to the Goſpel ; but 
fuch us our joyning in the preſent Publick Warſhip. 

I were endleſs zo reckon up all the Scandals which will enſue berem. That 
which reſpets our Enemies , muſt not be omitted, Will they not think, 
will they not ſay, That we have only Falſly and tecally pretended 
Conſcience for what we do., when we can on outwar ations com: 
ply with that which s red of ws? wo-to the World becauſe of ſuch 
Ofences: bas wo taokaw hls by they are given. hy: wad 
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the Major of Eighth Argument, I anſiver = 
.»+ true, when there is far greater Scandal by forbearing ht 
Pradtice ; but only when there is leſs on the other fide. "TT 
To the Minor I anſiver, lt is not true, That it is only Liberty 
leaded for the Communion in queſtion. It is | 
XXXIX. Error. Duty that is pleaded : 1. The Duty of Chriſtian Un 
and Concord, and Love, and Peace. 2. The Duty 
obeying the Commands and Example of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 4. 

- Duty of avoiding the Principles of Schiſm, and the condemning and 
accuſing the Church of Chriſt on earth. 4. The Duty of bearing W 
neſs againſt the Principle ( of the ſinfulnels of Communicating with's 
Church in Liturgies ) which would make Chriſt in moſt Ages to be no 
King, as having no Kingdom or Church on earth. $5. The o__ 
taking warning by the mifhiefs of Cauſeleſs Separation, in Ages 
hath ſo much ſmarted by ir. 6. The Duty of ſeeking our own 
fication, 7. The Duty of keeping thouſands of Chriſtians from 
all Pablick Worſhip , where they can have no other, bur in the 
Churches. 8 The Duty of keeping thouſands of good people from 
ing ruined for miſtakes and evil doing. 9. The _ of 
ſtrates in Lawful things. 10. And the Duty of avoiding on ti 
other ſide : ls all this nothing but pretence of Liberty ? 4, 

As to the Scandal mentioned by you , Nodoube, Adverſaries will & 
proach you, whether you Communicate in the Pariſh Chnrches | 
Bur note, 1. That if any be guilty of ſuch fin, as for outward 
rations to do any Evil, or any Good which they take to be Evil, 
men deſerve ſome Reproach. Byt, 2, If they before were in 
ſtances which made it no Duty , and after by Gods providence arein. 
cumſtances which make it a Duty , the Reproachers do but ſhew th 
ignorance or malice , whether they be Perſecutors or Separatiſts, thatÞ 
reproach them. 2. Or if men ſee the Error of their former 
they =y not forbeag Repentance and Amendment, for fear of Rt 
proach. i 

There is fo great a difference of Men and Caſes, that it's groſs 
neſs, to think that their Duties and Sins are the ſame in 'mutable 
ſtances. It's a Sin to Preach or Pray, when we ſhould be quene gi. 
Fire, ſaving Mens Lives. Chriſtians, as well as Phariſees , are Yew” 
learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy and nat Sacrifice, and Wea” 
fore accuſe the puilcleſs. Some men have no poſſibility of any of 
Chnrch-'Yorſhip,but in the Pariſh-Chuches. Some have no other, butwant” 
1s worſe. Some may have abler Teachers, bur at. the coſt of Impn 
ment and Ruine, Ir is not Lawful to lie in Priſon merely for refulnge” 
hear a weak Nonconformiſt, when you mighr hear an abler: ”nw 
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:1. the Caſe of Conformiſts ; El all were bound to a few men, Some 
have Liberry to hear firter men, or at the leaſt, mote agreeable to them, 
without greater hurt than good ( As the Dwteb and French here have 
Some are commanded by H , Parents and Maſters, to one Church, 
and ſome to another. Some have more able and godly Miniſters in the 
Pariſh-Churches , and ſome have ſuch as 1 NEVET OWN Or ENCOU- 
rage in the Miniſtry, by ſeming to own them. Some can remore their 
Dwelling, and ſome cannot. Some had Liberty the laſt year, that can« 
not have it this year, without more hurt than their benefit will 

In theſe Caſes where God hath not at all tied us to a Book, or no Book, 
to this Church or to that ; he that can truly tell which way he ſhall do, 
and get moſt good or hurt, may by that better know his Dnty , thanby 
theſe Arguments, or Mens Cenſures. 

But, verily, my chief Reaſon for Communion in publick, is the 
ſame which you bring againſt it : Even the avoiding of hainous 
| have told the World, 1. That Scandal is not diſpleaſing men, Jar Joving 
before them a temptation to fin. 2. That if the atiſts be the 
Chriſtians, they are fartheſt one of the danger of Scandal : It is the worſt 
that are caſilieſt tempted to Sin , and ſo whom we ſhould be moſt ſearful 
to ſcandalize. 3. And it's a greater Sin to ſcandalize many , than few, 
4 And worſe by ſcandal to tempt men to the mortal Sins of 
or (corning godly men , than to tempt them ro ſome ſinall mi- 
ſtakes , or to grieve them. 5. to ſcandalize our Rulers, is worſe 
than to ſcandalize Inferiors ( Ceteris paribus ). 

And now | tell you, 1 rhe rather joyn in Publick, 1. Leſt I ſhould 
harden thouſands in the Opinion, That we take that to be unlawful which 
13 not, and that we are for ſinful Separation, and that we ſeparate from, 
and unchurch almoſt allChrifts Charch , and thar we are Enernies to 
Order, and Peace , and Concord, and that we _ unruly enemies to Go- 
vernment, and giddy, ignorant, ſelf-conceited people. 2. And fo, leſt 
we breed Gronghans chSThcs ſuch a contempt of Conſcience in Gods 
ſervice , as they have of Quakers; and thouſands by this ſhould be alie- 
nated from the Reverence of ſerious Religion, and Youth ſhould be 
educated to the like contempt, under theſe remptations. 43. And left if 
any in Church-marrers be guilry of ſinful Extreams on the ſide, (in 
Daths, Profeſſions , | PraCtices ), we ſhould harden them 


therein, by ne to think, that we have no worſe againſt their 
of 


way, than the a Liturgy. 4. Leſt rhe Conceir, thac we are bart a 
company of giddy Fanaticks, enco any contentious Preachers to 
der us odious, and rail at us in the Pulpics, to rheir own ſhame, and 

ne widening of our Breaches. 5. And leſt the ſame Error ſhovld rempe- 
any Biſhops or Magiſtrates to think , they do God and their Church-and 
L 2 Coun rey 
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If againſt all this, the diſpleafing your miſtaken Flocks ſhould/promit; 
Pap. poo and error would conſtitute: them, our chief Govep 
naurs.. be: 
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Argument 9. That Worſhip which is unſuited: to the: ſpiri 
New = _thux which #4 inconfiſtent with op gra 
in, Prayer, is unlawful: For the Nature, Uſe and | 
overt brown bereby in a great meaſure. Now. let any. one conſider "wika"an- 
the Promiſes, Aids of the Haly Spirit, with reſpe&# tothe Projers of 
Church, whether as to the Matter of them,, or, as unta«Abilit han 
perfþmancey or as unto the, Manner of it, and be ſhall find rhas eveyas 
rejefted and excluded by this Forms of Worſhip. as us. pretended, as 6} 
the whole Matter, linuting the whole Manner, and | —_ _— 
of Prayer that are needful or required ; This hath been proved arlangs. 


. 4 
$ 25. 7J*O your Ninth Argument, I anſwer,. 1, ©! confine note 
T New Creature to thoſe of your Opinion, Dayou thinkmwae 

of the Old Nonconformiſts or . Conformiſts, none: of - the 
Churhes, and. no Chureh-on Earth for a Thouſand 
the New Creature ? When you have affrighted People: with 
It is heinous ſin, and returning to Babylon; and allo by long 
a Liturgy uncouth to ther, donotaſcribe alttheir averſeneſsto the'New 
Creature, Which is from prejudice and diſuſe. For my-part, "when-God 
raught me firſt to pray, 1 had neaverſeneſs to a Form :. Whend-heand # 
charg'd with fin, Ibegan to be averſe to it: When1 bad-ſtadied the ck 
1 wascured of that averſneſs; but never reconciled-to- 
all other Prayer, nor to the faules of any Forms. / 6 

And whe knowerh not, that Man's culpable Nature . loveth Novelties 
and are hardly kept in lively AfﬀeCtions-under any thing rhat-is very olies 
fajd ? ABook, or Sermon, tho.neyer ſo good, affeterb-us not fol 
after mapy times zeading and hearing, as at the firſt: We-muſy 
this weaknefs on the. New Creature, thoit ſhould teach 
Remedy.to the Diſeaſe, and give children ſuch food: as.isnotee 
to their Apperites. : 


preſs none of the Matter of Prayer? It isuntrne; Thar it efterh and 
excludeth the Manner, as to the chief part: For the Lord's er is a 
perfect Form for Matter, Order and Method : And the P/a/ms read and 
ſung, are for Matter and Manner, neither evil nor excluded. And ſure 
there is much of the reſt landable. If afl Matter and Manner be rezetted 
and excluded, thenthe- Martyts..that uſed. it, and: all the Churches. on, 
Earth, almoſt, have no Church.Prayers, But, again 1 tell,, The uſe of 
Forms, and the forbidding all other Prayers, are Two. different things, 
which you ilt confound. m 
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Argument 10. That which overthnows. and Jiſſolves, cur | 
4s unto the San it, is as to us unlawful. wal end 15 the "on 


TEEIS Sas ? 

ny this praftice, this the Chareb;Cavenant 45 
the Co oy brekes * BE xe woe | 
Chbrif bath wet commanded : And, white: Tal « tba Texas ka 7s i, 


Covenant, whith other: relinquiſh, ron ry 
diſorder. 


$26. your Tenth Argument, 1 anſwer; : gs your.Chugch» 
a= . Corandgs OE But if\ it 

to 1108 mg o Worſhip! what Chrift. 
your Charch-Error :- For then NN AIR not. 
obey the Paſtor ( even your ſelf), if heſeta Plalm, E 
rion of Scripture, nor if -he appoint: Time, i + So Wor- 
ſhip: For theſe are i» the » Then yet are corenanted £0. diſobex 
the Mayiſtrate, if - be any of or cammand.-men,, not. 
put on their Hats, or-fir at Prayer; orifor- capcond, tie-all the Land «9 
one Tranſlation of Sevipeuney: _ —— 
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2. It is a greater diſgrace to your Churches 'than ever I knew of he. 
fore, not only to covenant againſt God's Word, Heb. r3. 7, 17. 1 The 
5-12, 12. &c. and againſt the Fifth Commandment ; bur. alſo, to 
this neceflary ts Concord, That your Churches muſt break, if the Men, 
bers agree not all herein. This 1s a plain demand of Conformity to. an 
Humane unſound impoſition. No wonder if they are Dividers who ſetup 
by Church-Covenants, falſe Terms of Unity. 


| CC — —_ 
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D. O. 

Argument 11. That which contains @ virtual renunciation of our Church-ftate, 
and of the — our Miniſtry, and Ordinances therein, is not to be 
admitted or allowed. bs 

But this alſo is done in the prattice enquired gnto: For it s 2h 0 
junftion with them in Church-Communion and Worſhip , by wbom our 
Church-ſtate and Ordinances are condemned as null : And this Fu 
they make of what we do, affirming that we are groſs Diſſemblers, !  -. 
ſuch a conunttion with them, we return any more unto our own Aſſemblit, 


In this condemnation we do outwardly andyviſibly joyn. 


$ m"_ your Church-ſtate be eſſentiated by a Covenant, to he (i 
to nothing elſe i» Worſhip (even the Accidents which God 
men eetermine by his general Rules of Edification, Order, Decency, 
Love, Peace, Church-Cuſtom, &c.) then I commend the generality of 
Nonconforming Miniſters, that they ſet up no ſuch Church-ſtate: And 
they do well to renounce all that you do ill to invent and impoſe, while 
a talk againſt Impoſition, and adding to God's Word ſuch Humane 
orms, 
But yet it's an Error to hold, That if any unjuſtly cor- 
XLII. Error. demn other Churches, it is a renunciation of that 
Church-ſftate, to have Communion with them that condemn. 
Who would have thought the Two ſeparating Extreams had ſo agreed 
intheir Principles? This is juſt the very Core of the evil of the Book of 
the contrary party which | here anſwer. Alas! how few Churches 0n 
Earth have not peeviſhly condemned one another ; it may be for Eaftere 
day, for the choice of a Biſhop; as the Donatiſts (ſtriving whole Biſhop 
was the right): The caſe of the Novetians, Audians, Luciferiansy and 
even of moſt inEaf and WeFt,are fad Inſtances:And will ſuch cenſoriouſnels 
unchurch chem, and forbid us Communion with them ? This is plain t& 
venge, and to curſe them that curſe us, and abuſe them that abuſe us. | 
like Calvin's Spirit better than this, who ſaid, 7Þo Luther ſhou/d call mes 
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Devil, I would call bim, the Excellent Servant of Ged. Too many Luthe- 
yans now renonnce Communion with the Calvinits, who yet renounce 
not Communion with them. 


D. O. 

12. Argument, That which deprives us of the principa! Plea for the Tufts 
fication of 047 Separation from the Church of England, in 1's preſent 
fate, ought not juſtly to be received or admitted. But this is certatnly 
done by a Suppoſicion'of the Jlawfulne(s of this Worſhip, and a prathice ſuita» 
ble thereunto, as us known to all, wh? are exerciſed in tois Canſe, 

Miny other heads of Arguments mizht be added ro the ſame purpoſe, if there 
wire occaſton. 

$ 28. T? your 12th. Argument, I anſiver, 1. That which diſcovers 

eth the unſoundnets of any ones Plea for Separation, -is tobe 
received. There areſeveral Caſes, in which Separation from the Church 
of England is ſinful. As 1. If any ſeparate as the Papiſts do, becauſe they 
are againlt (ound Doctrine, or any good that is in the Church. 

2. If any renounce Communion with all the Pariſh Churches under 
the name of che Church of England. 

- 4. Ifany renounce Communion with the Church of England, as it is 4 

Chriitian Kingdom, headed by one Chriſtian Proteſtant King ? 

4 |f they renounce. Communion with the Church of England, as it is 
called one from the Aſſociation or Cancord of its Paſtors, or Church Go- 
vernours. 

5. If any renounce Communion wich faulty Biſhops, or Worſhip, or 
Diſcipline, ſimply and abſolutely, and not only ſecundum quid, and fo 
forſake the good that is in them for the ſake of the evil. In a word, 
1, All that Separate for a wrong cauſe. 2. Or further than they Separate 
lrom Chrilt, or than Chriſt would have them ſeparate, do fin. 

2, But they that renounce any corruption, as ſuch, and the Church 
no further than ſecundum quid, as it is taulty, do well: For we muſt fo 
renounce the faults of all Churches and Chriltians in the World, (and 
our own firit.) But not the Churches and Chriſtians for any tolerable 
faults, ſo we commi: no Sin our (elves, which they impoſe as the condi- 
tion of their Communion. 
| Reader, | di{pleaſe my own diſpoſition as well as others, in the anſwer- 
ing ot tieſe Arguments. Byr when 1 had read them, my Conſcience . 
wauld not ſuffer me to ſee many thouſand good People fo miſguided, 


wao have nat $kill themſelves to diſcern the Fallacies, and by Silence-to 
betray then, 
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Let-it benoted, That it is not all, nor-the greateſt 'ObjeQtions I:cofs 
fefs which | here deal with, having done it oft elfewhere; butithek 
Twelve militate ſo much againſt all the Liturgies in 'the World, as well 
as ours, that 1 durſt not paſs them by in Silence. 

1. Some object againſt the faults, which they ſuppoſed very great 
in divers By-offices, Baptizing, Confirmation , the Lords-Supper-lm- 
poſitions, Burial Circumſtances and Forms: But theſe are nothing to 
the common Worſhip of the Church on the Lords days. 

2, Some object againſt the Miniſters as Uſurpers, being choſen by 
Patrons, and not conſented to by the Flocks. But this is 
againſt them that are conſented to by Acceptance, tho not by Ele- 
Ction, 

2. Some Object the heniouſneſs of the Sins of Miniſters Conformi- 
ty, as being deliberate Covenanting to——<—— (1 am loath to name 
them) and ſo the command, ( from ſuch turn away, with ſuch not to 
eat \: And the caſe of Martiall and Bafilides Sn and that of Mb 
racle-working Martin, (which on another 1n I have mentioned), 
But were theſe Sins never (o ſurely proved, as great as alledged, 

1, Every Miniſter cannot be proved guilty of the worſt part. 2. And 
the Matter of a Sin may be heinous, and yet ignorance take off much 
of the guilt, as it did of Pau/'s Perſecution : An unlawful War, in which 
thouſands were murdered, and Countries ruined, is Materially one of 
the greateſt Sins in the World ; And yet woto abundance of Princes and 
People, if Ignorance excuſe it not; and if we muſt renounce Commy- 
nion with all Countries and Perſons, that are guilty of it. 3. And when 
whole Countries and Churches are in Sin, which we cannot cure, and 
have no government of, the caſe of commanded Communion much dF 
fers from that which is with ſingle Offenders, and that is 'in our Power 
to chuſe or refuſe. 

4. Some Obyect, that the 5th, 6rb, 7th, and 8:h, Canons, have 
communicated us already. Therefore we ſeparate not, but they calt 
us out, An. Let them thatare concerned in thoſe Canons, defend them 
if chey can, and juſtifie themſelves, for it's paſt my skill. But we arent 
bound (tho excommunicate) to execute them on our ſelves: Let others 
doit, if it muſt be done. 


POSI SCRIPT. 


Eader, Upon the review of what I have here written, | 
think meet torepeat the Occaſion, and to fay ſomewhat 
of the Matter and the Manner of this m— : The laſt 
ſheer of my Reaſins for Communion being Printed, and 
the oppoſite Twelve Arguments ſuddenly ſent me, as being 
in many hands, and ſuch as would fruſtrate all that I had 

written, if they were not anſwered: For the ſake of ſuch as have not skill 
to ſee Truth from Error, and are led by Prejudice and Names, [ darſt 
not in ( on{cience let them paſs unanſwered, they being of ſuch dange- 
rous tendency, and fo exceeding erroneous and fallacious. Bur being 
pur, by the {t1y of tlie Preſs, to doit ſuddenly, | ſee Reaſon to ſay more, [eſt 
| be miſunderſtood. 

And Fr, of the Cauſe which | write of, inits (elf and its conſequents : 
2. The Seaſon of it: 23. The Manner, as to the Authors whom | gainfay 
and confute; and the manner of confuring them: 4. My Reaſons for che 
writing of this Confutation, : 

|. l am not writing againſt Epiſcopacy, Presbytery, Independency or Re- 
vaptizing : 1 am fo far from judging any part of them to be men rejected 
by Chriſt, or to be caſt our of the Church, or denied leave to worſhip 
God in their own Way, or perſecuted for ir, that | would do any lawful 
thing for their juſt Liberty : Yea, ſo far, that itis only the contrary prin- 
ciple and endeavours by which they ſtrive againſt, and condemn one ano- 
ther, and call aloud to their followers (ſuch 1 mean that are for the oppe- 
led Separation) to avoid one another, as ever they would ſcape the guile of 
idolatry or wilful fin. And if 1 ſee one man in the fireets beating all 
3 him, I cannot keep peace without reſiiting hiz anpeaceable- 
nels, 

Tam not juſtifying all that is required to Conformity, nor all in the 
Liturgy : Let them do it, that can. Mr. Warner ſpeakerh untruly when 
he talks of my change herein, and as if | went to the Pariſh- hurches 


for fome worldly end. 1 have been at no Chureh fince Auguf was 
M Twelve- 
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Twelvemonth, nor am ever more like to be, unleſs the Church come to 
my bed-ſide or my door. Is Mr. Warner fo lately born, that he never 
ſaw nor hcard of our joynt endeavour when the King came in, 1660. 
to have prevented theſe Confuſions, by getting a Reformation of the 
Lirurgy ? at leaſt, before he ſaid he knew not what, of one whom he 
knoweth not, he ſhould have enquired, whether | have not, to this day, 
ſince then, 1660. held conſtant Communion with good Minilters in the 
Pariſh-Churches. 

But with bad men, and well-meaning honeſt men, £a:a» doth moſt of 
his Work in the Worid by untruths and fallacies. Moſt that think they 
do God Service by ſpeaking evil of me, falfly, believe and perſwade 
one another, 'T hat I do write againſt them for not coming to the publick 
Churches ; and that lam an Acculer ard Plaintiff againſt them for this ; 
and that hereby I animate men to aftlit them, with many other ſach un- 
truths, 

Whereas | have written over, and over, and over, That | perſwade nd 
man euhertoor from a publick Chorch, til11 know his Circumſtances? 
And that I doubt not but it's one man's duty, and anothers ſin. Werel 
under one intollerable for Ignorance, Hereſie, or malignant Wickedneks, 
who did more hurt than good, 1 would not ſeem to own him as a Miniſter, 
any more than Cyprian did Martiall and Bafilides, or Martin Ithactas, Ids- 
£145, and the like ; or G:/das the Prieſts whom he deſcribes, or the ancient 
Churches Heretical Biſhops : Abundance of Circumſtances make various 
the Caſesof particular men. 

Yea, tho thoſe Dividers renounce Communion with one another 
(while | blame them, and lament it), | renounce Communion with none 
of the Parties, no, tho they revile and hate me: Only, 1. 1 will not 
commir any known fin with them while 1 communicate with them in all 
things elſe, and own them as true Chriſtians, tho faulty. 2. And | 
wy not prefer worſe before better, if I know it, tho I renounce ne 
ther. 

It's ordinery for Two Women fighting and ſolding in the ſtreets, to 
—— their railing againſt him that would quiet them. And | expect 
the hke. 

The Cauſe that | write againſt, is this ( Reader, underſtand it, or 
meddle not with what you underſtand not), 1. "That Gcd*s Wir ſhip (faith 
D.O.) hath no Accidentals : That all that is im it, and belonging to it, and 
the manner of it, 11 falſe Worſhip, if it have not a Divine Inſtitutin m 
particular : That all Liturgies, as ſuch, are ſuch falſe Worſbip (and not the 
tngliſh only) uſed to defeat Chriſt”; Promiſe of Gifts, and God's Spirit, 


2, That 
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>. That this Worſhip is Idolatry (ſay ſome), or fo falſe and unlawful, 
ſay the reſt, That it is a denying of Chriſt's Fidelity, and it is a going 
to Idols Temples; or ar leaſt, unlawful co joyn in Communion with 
ſ1ch as uſe it, And therefore they perſwade all. as they will avoid 
Idolatry, or falſe Worſhip and fin, to avoid Communion with ſuch 
Churches. 

2. And ſuppoſe that they truly inſtance in many things amiſs, in 
Order, Ceremony, Forms, Impoſitions, Defetts; becauſe theſe are 
ſinful, he finnecth who communicateth with the Church which uſeth 
them, his preſence ſignifying his approbation, ſpecially if commanded to 
that end. | 

4. And ſo Renunciation of Communion being the Excommunication Which 
one Church hath power to inflict on another , the ſum is, 1 write 
againſt the unjuſt Excommunicators of one another. Their Executions 
are divers, bur their Principles and Spirits too like, .tho few of them 
know, or will know what manner of Spirit they are of, The upper- 
moſt Schiſmaticks, like the uppermoſt Myllttone, .are- the, Awe, and 
the nethermoſt the Paſſive part, berween both” which Truth and. Peace 
is broken, and the Church pulverized. . Both Parties have.not power to 
burn the Excommunicate, or lay them in Goals,. or defame them with- 
out open controul : Bur the nethermoſt Party in this agrees , 'if nor 
exceeds the other 3; That they renounce Communion. with the whole 
Church on Earth for 1200, or 1400 years, and with almoſt all ( Prote- 
ſtints as well as others) now : Whereas the Pope was taken to. be 
ntollerably arrogant when he excommunicated and interdicted, bur 
rarely a whole Kingdom, or one King ;. but- not all the Church on 
Earth, Fw <a 
2 That the Pope and his Prelates excommunicate the Greek; and 
ſuch as they call but Schiſmaticks, and. not_Hereticks, with Excepti- 
"ns, "That they may yer poſſibly be ſaved Chriſtians :, Bur thoſe chat 
| confnte, charging the whole Church .on. Farth, for 1200. years, with 
Idolatry, or falfe Worſhip, which, God accepteth not, .and none; may com- 
municate therein, do thereby calf all men to come out from among them, 
and be (ſeparate, and to hate them with that batred which. is due to ldola- 
ters, and to atford rhem no other love than is, due tg Idolaters, or men 
that we muſt renonnce Communion with, 

| write therefore bur as a Defendant of Love, and Unity, and the Ca- 
tnolick Church, and the Communion of Saiats, and. the Souls of Thou- 
lands young ignorant perfons, that being juſtly afraid of ſin, and Idolatry 
and Damnation, are atfrighrned from Chriſtiau Love, and Unity, and F or- 
bearance, into the Wilderneſs of ſinful Diviſions and Confulions, by theſe 
falſe rightful Names. 
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As | reaonnce all Canons that, ' i»/o fats, exccommunicate men for 
being again!t humarc unneceſſary Formalities, Offices, yea, and Cor 
ruprions : So do | for the ſame Reaſons, renounce them that at one 
Blow wonld cut off all Chriſt's Churches on Earth, or renounce Com- 
munion with them, if they have / but really or conceited!y ) ſach Car: 
ruptions and Defects. Yea, I maintain (in the Firſt Part), That ſuch 
faulty ſeparating from one onother, 15 not a ſeparation of them all from 
Chriſt, when they ſee not the Conſequences of their own Errors; and man 
on Far:h is in ſo great darkreſs, that we all ſwarm with multitudes of Ex- 
rors. 

Now Reader, if oppoſing all this, be not Peace-making, 1 know nat 
what is: And if the Peace-makers be the Incendiaries for confuting the 
Excommunicators, and to be taken for the Enemies of Peace, for break. 
ing Satan's faftious Peace breaking Peace, Chriſt was miſtaken that call 
eth them bleſſed: And if the Zeal of the Sects which inclinezh men to 
ſpeak” evil of ſuch Peace makers, as Troublers of the Church, be the 
Wiſlom from above, why did Chriſt call ſuch the Children of God? 
O that men would often read over Rem. 14,ahd 15. 1 Cer, 12. and James 
2. with Fh:l. z. 

The plain Conſequents of the Cauſe which I confute, are theſe (which 
I charge on the ill Cauſe, and nor on the honeſt ignorant men that ſee them 
not). 

1. Thar 15 unlawful tro communicate with almoſt any Church on 
Farth. 2. That Chriſt having no Church for 1200. years, Was no 
Head of it, and fo no Chriſt, 2 That men muſt covenant to dif 
obey Rulers or Paſtors, if they bid them kneel, be uncovered, or any 
of the oft-named Accidents and manner of Worſhip : And Children 
muſt diſobey Parents that command them a Form of Prayer, Pſalm 
or Catechiſm. 4. The Scars Covenant, and Independent Covenant, Ca- 
talogue of Fundamentals, &c. are made Idolatry, 5. "The contra 
ry Extream is encourag'd, To charge all this falfſly on the Nonconfor- 
miſts, 1f we confure itnot. 6. The Nonconformilſts, that z660, 1661; 
atterupted Concord by reforming the Liturgy, are made [dolaters, or 
their Communion unlawful, &c. 

Il. And whereas my Writing is judged unſeaſonable by ſome that 
own the Cauſe I write for; 1. It never will be fo ſesſorabie as to be 
liable ro no inconveniencies or great abuſe, mor hath beenthis Three and 
1 wenty years. 

2, It 1s when the Univerſa! Non-Communicn is maintained in Frint b 


many, and more dangerouſly by an excellerit man in V\ riting, and m 
eirudes by theſe drawn into the fin. 


2. And 
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>. And when thouſands are poſſeſt with a falſe Opinion, that the Non 
canformiſts commonly are of theſe Opinions, and are to be bated and de- 
{troved ; our filence ſeeming to them to own them. 

4 And when by 20 years forbearing pnblick Communion, tho com- 
manded and perſecuted for it, onr hearers are brought confidently to 
believe that we all this while took it for unlawful ; and that if any now 
ſay otherwiſe, it is but cowardly backſliding. 

5. Ir is when the Papiſts affanles of us, and of honeſt Conformiſts, 
as Trimmers, maketh it necellary to unite and encourage all honeſt 
men, That we fall not all into Roman ſnares, and not to bid all Chri- 
ftians forſake all ſuch honeſt Pariſh-Miniſters. 

6. It is at a time, when thouſands are in danger of being ruined for 
mittake, and thouſands to be drawn from all Church-Worſhip, when they 
can have no other than in Pariſh Churches. 

7. It is, when we are in danger of tranſmitting this dividing Error 
to poſterity, by ſuffering for it, as for the cauſe of God. 

L. It is when other Miniſters do it not, and therefore ſome one muſt : 
And | that have no great impediment from friends, or outward temptati- 
ons, but wait for my change, am fitter to bear the noiſe of Cenfures , 
than they that I hope may labour longer. 

9. And if 1do it, it muft be now or never: For there is no work in 
the Grave and Darkneſs. Butof all this, my Reaſon; ſay more 

ITT. Asto the Manner of my writings, 1 doubt not bur all that ever 1 
wrote, are faulty : ] am imperfect, and can do nothing perfettly : 1 
herein ſuſpe&t this (and all) my ſelf: and which is worſt, 1 have not 
$kill enough on the longeſt conſideration to avoid the faultineſs: For 
| have a ſtrong love to Trurh, and hatred of Lying, and {pecially a love 
to b;forical Truth, and hatred to the deceiving of rhe Wirld and Poſteri- 
ty : And | have a diſeaſed Impatience, ( above any ordinary Trya!) to 
hear men rage and be confident in Error, and pour ont words for un- 
truths, with unconvincible Fallacy, and ſpeak evil molt zealouſly of 
that Truth, which they leaſt underitand. 

And in this Impatience, | am apt to fit my Confurations to the Cauſe, 
taking words to be falſe, that are not to be adapted to the Matter : Bur 
wien I have done, the guilty,/yea and their favourers) cannot bear chem, 
and the words fir not the hearer which fir the Matter, but the Diſeaſe is 
ex1ſperated by the Medicine. But then I think what's neeqdful to fave 
thoſe that are not yet infected, and to ſilence reproaching Enemies, tho 
tie guilt be not cured. 

As to this writing, it grieved me to write a Defence againſt Mr. Ru/ph- 
ſe» in Priſon, and more when | heard that he was dead: But | knew no 

other 


other means ſuitable againſt a printed Temptation, and Accuſation, but 
a printed Antidote and Defence. 

Mr. Warner hath ſince printed a further Accuſation, with the fame 
charge of Idolatry an falle Worſhip, againſt all che Mamer of Wor. 
ſhip not inſtiruted, and gives no Anſwer to my Confutation of it in Mr. 
Ralpbſmm ; and faid fo little, that 1 will not write for him, that cannot him- 
(elf confute him. 

The Twelve Arguments I underſtand}, are likeſt to. prevail mot 
by the honour of Dr. O zen; name, more than by any ſtrength tharis in 
them : 1 was willing,as long 5s | could,to beiieve that they were not his; 
they being as fallacious and frivolous as any of the reſt, and one Errot 
managed with above forty Miſtakes. Burt when his own Friends that 
have more of his on the ſame Subject, /chiding me for Anſwering them) 
profeſſed that they are his, | thought on Pa/; caſe, Gal. 2. who open: 
ly oppoſed Peter, becauſe he was to be blamed, leſt his great Name 
ſhould make the Separation the moſt prevalent, when Bernehs 


and others were carried away to Diſſimulation, and ſeeming to approre 
t 


[t grieved me, I think, as much as any that blame me for it, to ſcem 
to confate ſo worthy a man, when he is dead, and cannor anſwer for 
himſelf: But I durſt not let the writing of a dead m in beſo dangerous a 
trap for Souls, and ſilently ſee the miſchief proſper, for fear of diſpleaſing 
the miſtakers. 

Bar let the Reader know, That it is ſo far from my deſign to wrong the 
Name of Dr. Owen , by this Defence; that 4 do openly declare, That 
Except in this point of his Viſtake, (and who miſtakerch not in more._thas 
one? ) 1 doubt not but he was a Man of rare Parts and Worth: And 
thoin the Tryals of rhe late Diſtraftions of this Land, 1 mention ſome 
of his Confeſſions; it is to tell you that [ had reaton to hope that he re 
pented for doing no more in his publick opportunities againſt the Sjunt 
of Diviſion, Waich diffolved us. And which of us need not repentance 
for our faults in thoſe days of Tryal ? 

Yea, in his Dottrinal writings in his later Years, he is much clearer 
than heretofore: And even, that Book of Communion with the Int! 
ty, (which he writeth againſt whom 1 here deal with in the beginning) 
is an excellent Treatiſe : And his great Volumes on the Hebrews, doal 
| ſhewhis great and eminent Parts: It was his ſtrange Error, if he (hong 

that freedom from 'a Liturgy, would have made -moit or many Mk 
ſters, like himſelf, as free, and fluent, and copious of ion. 10 
the late time he had never been fo long Dean of Chrif-Church, 0 
Vicechancellor of Oxford z fo highly eſtcemed in the Army, and wil 


tle Perſons then in Power, if his extraordinary Parts had not been 
kr.own. 
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Eur, Reader, if this excellent man had one miſtake (againſt all Lirne-- 
cies, and for Separation from them ) when yet he was of late years of 
more complying mildneſs, and {weetneſs, and- peaceableneſs, than ever 
before, or than many others; and if you will uſe his Name and Autho- 
ritv for this one Error, Let me tell you, I am confident you will wrong 
["r. O. by ignorant defending him: 1 donbrnot bur his Soul is now with 
Chriſt; and that tho Heaven have no Sorrow, it hath great Repenrance : 
ind that Dr. O. is now more againit the receiving of this his miſtake, 
than lam: and by defending it, you far more diſpicaſe him than me: 
[here is there no Darkneſs, no Miſtakes, no Separation of Chriſts 
\lembers from one another; no excommunicating or renouncing of 
Communion: They all repent that ever they did any thing againſt 
Chriitian Love and Unity, and reccived not one another as Chrilt re- 
ceiveth us, and did not own Communion in all that was good, wiite 
they avoided the wilful conſent to evil, 

Were D. 0. now to ſpeak to you, 1am fully confident, it would be 
to this purpoſe, 

Too all believers miſt be boly, and avoid. all known wilful Sin, they 
muſt not avoid one another, or thetr Communian in good, becauſe of ads + 
herent fau'ts cr imperfections; for Chriſt, who 1s moit holy, receiveth Per- 


" and Worſhip that - faulty, ( and falſe, if all faultmeſs be falſneſs ) 


- none of ns ſhould be received. There 1s yan goodneſs where there us 


greateſt Love and Unity of Spirit maintained mn the bend if Peace. - O eall 
not to God to deny you Mercy, by bemg unmerciful, nor to caſÞ you all out, 
by caſt;ng off ene another. O Separate not from all Chrifts Church on Earth, 
? you ſeparate from bim, or diſpleaſe bim ? Gud hath bid you pray, but 

! told you whether it ſhall be oft im the [ame Words, or in other , with a 
t, or without a Book: Make not ſuperſftuiouſly 4 Religion, by pre» 
Ang that God bath determined ſuch Circumſtances : O do not Preach 

* down Lowe, and Communicn of Saints, n pretence that your 

* Modes and Ways are only good, and theirs Idolatrous or Intollerable.; 
md do not flander and excommugicate all, or alm:ſt all Chriſfts Rody, and 
001 wrerg G id by fat hering this pon him, You pray [Thy will be done on 
z4rth, as it is done in Heaven ]. #by here « no Strife, Diviſion, Diſunie 
"nm, Ammoſity, Sects cr Fatticns, nor Separating from , or Exccmmunica+ 
lng on« another. Learn of Coriſt, and know what Spirit ye are of, and ſeparate 
rom none further than they ſeparate from Chriſt ; F recerye all that be re- 
reveth. While you blame canmical Dividers, and unjuſt Excommunicators, 
'a not you renounce Communion with tenfold more than they. I was in thu 
f 100 arrow miſtaken Principle; : and in the time of Temptation, I did mt 
orejee 19 what (burch-Cen{uſion, and Difſolmticn, and Hatred, and Ruin, 
woiding Pratiices of ſome did tend ; but the gloricus Unity in heavenly 


perfeflicn of Love to Ged, and one anoth r;, & Is me beſeech you to avoid all 
that i againſt it, and to make u'e of no miſtakes of mine, to cheriſh any ſuch of: . 
fences, cy to (ppo/e the motions of Live, Unity, and Peace. 

No doubt but now th:s is [). O's mind. 

If any one think that my Anſivers to him, favour of too much dif 
reſpett, (which 1 fitted meeriy to the Words I anſwered confe 
my imprudence and liablencts to ſich fauliinels) ;, 1 defire that nonewil 
approve my failings, blame me for them , but do not therefore juſt 
he true Schilin, and blame the cauſe of Love and Catholick Commy- 
non. 

As to the mention of former miſcarriages, which aroſe from the 
Spirit and Principles of Diviſion ; the Drs. Argument led me to mention 
them fo neceſlanily, that | muſt elſe have wronged the Cauſe and Truth 
Deeaded: And I had great reaſons, I thought, both for that, and for this 
Lefence, which 1 ſhall next enumerate. | 

I/. lam not fo blind as not to fee inconveniences that abuſers will raiſe 
ſrom all that | have ſaid. But while 1 put thote into one end of the Bal- 
lance , | bave fo much to put into the other, as with my Conſcience 
quite weigheth down. I know that men have already made tenfold 
worſe uſe of our $:/ence in this Caſe; and the Opinion, 1. That we 
were all for the old Seditions and Convulſions, And 2. that we are now 
of the Dividers mind , than ever they did of our writing againlt them, 
And | have ſaid fo much againſt the attre wlent Dividers, that ſhould 
| fay nothing againſt the Paſſive, 1 ſhould be partial, and ſeem a Secta 
ry my ſelf, Ouid raught me when 1 was a Child, That 


Omnia perverſas poſſunt ecrrumpere mentes. 
Stant tamen illa ſus omnia tuta bes. 


1.Truth,and Love,and Peace,will be good, when men have ſaid and done 
their worſt againſt them: And I owe much more than this to cheir ho- 
nour and defence. Buy the Truth, and ell it not, is an old Precept: 
Theſe three are the very ſum of all Religion, and mult not be forſaken 
or betrayed. 

z. The great ſucceſs, and late'proſpering, on-both ſides of dividing 
Love-deltroying Opinions ( which | foretold in my Moral Prognoſtic 
tn ) calleth loud for remedying-attempts: And when is the Medr- 
cine ſeaſonable, but when the Diſeaſe is moſt dangerous and common? 
They that go t1 Sea, carry Medicines againſt the Scurvy, and Flax; 
and they that go where the Plague reingeth, carry Antidotes againit Kt, 
Cc. 


The 


Tre OO ANIOY 
2. The Miniſterial calling layeth ſtrong Obligations on us to fidelity ; 


"ins Pillows, and ſaying peace to fin, and daubing with untempered morter, 
_ t concluded be char Thunder-clap, Their blood will I require at 
tby bands: And I have been loath to deſert the worſf Malignants 
by deſpair, as Dogs and Swine: And ſhall I forſake the C ildren 
a3 ſuch , becauſe they cry , and are angry with the Mother be- 
cauſe ſhe hinders them from calling one another Baſtards , or beat- 
ing one another, or forſaking the houſe, becauſe of one anothers 
Preſence? or is She the make-bate, becauſe they cry for being parted in 
their frays ? 

4. "Thouſands that hear the great Precepts of Iove, and Pray to be 
forgiven as they forgive; are by ſuch miſtakes engaged in ſinful deſpiſing, 
cealuring,backbiting ; yea, and rendering odious one another, and fo live 
in ordinary fin. 

5. Charity to ſuch Souls is more neceſlary than to the Body; and how 
dwelleth the Love of God in him that neglecteth it? 

6. He that doth not what he can to ſave others, yea, multitudes from 
ſin, becometh a partaker in the guilt and danger. 

-, He that openeth a Pit, muſt fill it; and he that ſeeth it covered 
with Leaves, and telleth not men of the danger, is guilty-of the hurt. 

$8. | muſt not ceaſe Preaching, becauſe men will miſconſtrue it : 
Therefore not Preaching by the Preſs, when [ have a call 

9. | have long found, that multitudes of our conſcionable hearers, 
are ſetled in belief, that their Teachers rake Pariſh-Communion 
for Sin, becauſe they practice it not, even when they are commanded, 
and threatned, and puniſhed : By which thev are ſilently miſled , 
till neceſſity force us to tell them otherwiſe. And then they Cenfure 
them as unconſcinable Temporizers, and fo they do all godly men that 
communicate in publick. 

10, | ſee howhard it is after, to undeceive all theſe. 

11. Moſt of the Epiſtles of Paul, fames, and Jude, Peter, and Fobn, 
ipeak much and ſharply againſt Church-dividers, and ſepararers. 

12. The Scots Covenant ſwore all that took it, againſt Schiſm, and 
prophanets, and all that's againſt ſound Doctrine and Godlineſs. 

1 2. Chril told us, A Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf cannot ſtand. 

' 14. | ſaw that it is a dreadful diſhonouring God and Religion, to 
father on him our love-killing miſtakes and fins: And that he will vin- 
dicate his honour on us, if we do it notour ſelves, by open and penitent 
confeſſion of ſuch faults. 

15. We have long ſmarted under his Judgments already, and ſhew 
no publick Repentance, and are threatned with much more ; which if 
God may judge, it's repentance that mult prevent. 


; N 16. The 


16. The common Convulons, Silencing, and Calattrties, whichwe 
have long felt, are notorionlly the fruits of this fame Spirit and Error, 
and both the parties which | here gainſay. And ſha!) we ke fonr and 
twenty years in the Flames, and be afraid to cry [Fire | or call for Wa: 
ter, leſt the Incendiaries on both ſides be difpleaſed ? 

17. God's diflolving ther Power, -and conquering Armies, withont a 
drop of Blood, by their own Diviſions, did ſo notoriouſly ſhew the Sin 
by the puniſhment, and ſhew Gods hand againſt it, as was a kind of 
Miracle of Providence, and maketh their Sin, that be not moved by it, 
too like to Phareal'”s. 

18. The main thing that moveth me, is, That thonſands being too 
young to know thoſe days and deeds , blind and malic ons Fnemies, 
without any ſhame, charge all the Crimes and Con'ntfions of a party 
of men in Arms, upon all the Religious People cf the Land, that be 
not in all other things of the Slanderers opinions; and have made mul- 
tirudes believe that it was all fuch that did the very thing winch they 
oppoſed, and ſuftered tor oppoſing : Yea, they won!ld interpret fome 
late Laws, as if they had ſuch an accuſing Sence. And ſhall we by 
ſilence, leave ſo many thoufands under the guilt of fach falſe Accuſa- 
tions, to their own fin, and to others wrong, leſt we blame the guil- 

. 

19. I find that this Error poſſeſſeth the minds of © many young 
Scholars, and ſome Miniſters, as that they think of all Diſſenters with 
ſo mnch ſcorn , as that it is the very thing which hath tempted them 
into the contrary extream. | 

20. I read and hear fo many on this very Suppoſition, calling out fer 
our deſtruttion, and not to bear with us, or ſpare 4; that our Rulers have 
great need of Gods Mercy to fave them from the damning guilt of 
Perſecution, to which ſuch temptations would induce them, leſt they 
take the Innocent for Guilty, and think that it's Service to God to ruin 
them. 

21. | ce that it is a moſt dangerons Scandal not to remove ſbch a 
ſtumbling-block , which tempreth thouſands to hate their Brethren, if 
not Piety it ſelf; as if all the ſtir that we have made, were but againſt 
ſuch things as Communion a» the Liturgy with Pariſh Churches. 

22. | lee mutticudes like, by miſtakes, to ſfer az cvil door, and be 
ruined for their Error ; and by glorying in it, todifrace the ſuffering of 
thoſe that ſufler for Truth and Duty. 

23- I ſee many Servants and Children, tempted to diſobey their 
Parents and Maſters, that call them to publick Worſhip ; and Fa- 
milies to be divided by this miſtake, 


24. | 
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24. 1 ſee how Atheiſm is at the door, if when afl private Church- 
meetings are forcibly hindred, men be cavghr that all DR 

it be forſaken. And. in how great a part of the Land already 
they have ſuca, or none ? 

25. | know that to drive all godly people from the Pariſh- Churches, = 
and rocait our ſound Religion rhence, 1sthe way to ket in— you know | =D 
whom: And that it greatly ferveth the intereſt of the Papiſts, to have 
the Pariſh Churches vilifted, and us divided ; beſides the diſcouraging 
many godly. Conforming Miniſters. 

26. 1 have ſaid after and oft, That to ſeparate from a Liturgy,as ſuch, 
is virtually to ſeparate from all Chriſts Church on Earth” {that's known by (_7j 

"CL 
Ml! tory) for a thoyſand years and more. And at chis day to fe 
from almoſt all, even the reform'd Churches: And to make Chriſt no 
King, if he had all that while no Kingdom: And to cenſure == 
and his own praChice. bf 

27, | have ſhewed the wrong that was done the old Nonconformiſts <> 4 
by this party, and their full Teſhmony againſt it. Yea, and that the { 
old Separatiſts were for much that theſe now do condemn. 

28. | have obſerved, That the deepeſt Sufferers have been readieſt to 
run into this exream, and therefore Paſſion to be ſuſpected. | 

24), I ſee that the foreign Proteſtants are ſcandalized by a falſe con- =) 
ce that che Difſenters here are againſt Communion in the Liturgy. 

It prearly moveth me to ſee, That as Church-dividers by os + 
oh do tear Erft and Weſt, Dy making falſe terms of Communion 
their Canons; fo the Paſſive-dividers take a hke way ; that is, make fi 
impoſſible Terms of Union and Communion ; cenfuring all that _ 
municate with other Churches on fuch Terms, as they miſtakingly 
think ſinful ; making men guilty of the faults of Worſhip, by their pre- 
ſence. V\ hat | is their Cenſure of us, and Anper, that we write our rea- 
ſons, but as much as to ſay,we muſt all Unite on their Terms, or be judged 
Sividers, and Corrupters? So that they are at the old game, Rom. 14. 
1, 2. one part deſpiſing, and the other judging. 

31. By the realon, That we may not write our reaſons againſt them; 
it follows, That Magiſterially they muſt noc”be gainfaid, tho they mi- 
ltake and m lead others (remedileſly). 

}2. The Hiſtory of the Church ſheweth, char the Separation oppoſed, 
® 3 Cauſe that God never bleſt, but ended itilt in worle. 

33- If the Principles that cauſed it, be not cured, a continnal 
_ againſt Love and Communion will be kept up 'from Age 

Le. 

34. Hiſtorical Truth is of great uſe-to Poſterity. And as God needeth 
not our lue, his Cauſe feareth not 1 rath. 

N p $£ God 


25. God himſelf recordeth the faults of his Servants ; and hath made 
Repentance neceſſary to Pardon : It's Impenitence that is impatient of 
Evidences and Conviction. 

236. The Hiſtory of our Faults and Confuſions is publiſhed over and 
over by Adverſaries; and it's impoſſible to conceal it. The Beokſellers 
Shops, and their 'Talk and Sermons, abound with it. If a deaf man hear 
not this, muſt it not therefore be ſpoken ? And when the generality of the 
innocent are falſly accuſed, it is the fitteſt ſeaſon to confute the Accu- 


ers. 

. 27. It coſt me dear to attempt the preventing of ſuch Confuſions : 
Almoſt Two years Travel in that Army, in heat and cold, whither 1] 
went for no other end : It coſt me the ruin of my Health, and after 
= the wilful diſſolution of all Power and Order ,*Ta!t me into thoſe 
mat Groans and Tears which I can never on Earth forget, And muſt 1 
ag.s. not after all that, diſown the things which 1 oppoſed at fo dear a 

of his Ke: ate ? 

28. If men of Name and Piety write that which tendeth to caſt 
honeſt Souls not only into ſcruples, but into a way of oppoſition 
to Unity, Love and Order, to their own and the Churches detriment 
and danger, it is Crnelty not to try to help them: And what way 
is there, if we muſt not not give our Reaſons againſt the ſnare and 
error ? 

29. To fay , "That it will but enrage them, and make them 
worſe, is to be uncharitably cenſorious, as if they were fo par- 
tial, paſſionate and proud, as not to endure to be contradicted, 
nor to hear us give a Reaſon of our Judgment and PraQtice , and 
defend it againſt Error, I can bear it without alienation from them, 
in Reſpect and Love, if they ſay, That I am erroneous, or bad, 
or whatever they will cenſure me. If they cannot bear my true 
Confutation of Church-difſolving , and Love-deſtroying Principles 
and Errors, that proveth them not better than 1 in Judgment 
and Charity. If 1 yet pleaſe men, I am no longer the Servant 
of Chriſt. Carnal Policy in complying with fin, never was beſt 
of God, tho for ſome Job it ſeemed to be needful. If a man 
going our of the World, may by ſilence betray the Truth, on 
pretence of deſpairing of ſucceſs, even with godly men , and-let 
Peter lead Barnabas into dilſembling Separation , in reverence of 
Peter's Name, then Pau! was too blame; and who then ſhall 
ever own Truth or Duty , or try to fave the Church from dar- 
ger, if he muſt not do it till the miſtaken do conſent? Or if a pre- 
tence, That the Diſeaſe is uncurable, ſhall excuſe us; and godly men 
mult be taken for Dogs and Swine, that muſt not have God's Truth gi 

yea 


ci 
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ven them, leſt they tread it under foot, or turn again, and all to rend 
is? 

| 40. Either this Doctrine of renouncing Communion with all Churches 
that uſe Forms of Liturgy, as Idolaters, or falſe Worſhippers, and Ad- 
rerfaries to the Spirit, and the Office of Chriſt (and that Churches muſt 
covenant to obey none bur Chriſt in any thing duly belonging to Worſhip, 
or any manner or accident of it): I ſay, Either thjs muſt be confuted, or 
not: If not, Chriſtiay Love and Communion are given up as hopeleſs, 
and Chriſt depoſed by denying his Kingdom or Church: And why ſtrive 
men about Ceremonies, when they have renounced the ſnbſtance, and 
pull'd down the houſe, and threatned all that come not our of it. Bur if 
it muſt be confuted, 1. When, if not now? muſt it firſt rake deeper Root, 
and deceive more ? Both Extreams already are ſilencers of all that would 
undecieve them : And thoſe that accuſe one ſort of ſilencers, are the other 
ſort themſelves, and cannot bear a Confuration. 

2. And who ſhall do it ? I confeſs 1 amliable to do this, and all amiſs in 
Manner : But if others would doit, that wiſh it done, 1 would have for- 
born. The Truth is, Again 1 ſay, I am willing to ſave many the coſt of 
it, who arenot fo fit as | to bear it. lhave caſt my Reputation over-board 
long ago, with both Extreams : 1 am not like ever again to be conſiderably 
ſerviceable to the Church : 1 am Independent, and neither have prefer- 
ment to get or loſe, nor any Church theſe Three and Twenty years, with 
whom | ſhou!d be folicitovs to keep any Reputation for their goed. The 
Dnſt, or the Souls in Heaven, feel not the Reproaches of men on Earth. 
How could Ilay down my Life for TRUTH, LOVE and UNITY, if at f© 
cieapa rate | would (ell it, or deſert it, ard go away forrowful ? Butmany 
others of my mind, | hope, may live to ſerve God longer; and their peace 
with miſtaken froward perſons, may be needful rotheir defirable ſucceſs. 
| do therefore voluntarily take the 'I horn into my Foot, and let God do 
with my Reputation what he pleaſe. 

The Names of the Miniſters who, as Commiſſioned; did conſent tothe 
u'e of the Liturgy when corrected, were, Dr. Anth. Tuckney, Dr, Ccnauty 
Dr. Spurſiow, Dr. Wallts,. Dr. Manton, Vir. Calamy, Mr. arthur Fackſcn, . 
Mr. Caſe, Mr. $S. Clerke, Mr. Maith. Newcemen, Dr. Herten, Dr. Facombe, 
Dr. Bates, Mr. Cooper, Mr. Rawimſon, Dr. Lightfoor, Dr. Collins, Dr. . 
Drake, Mr. Woedbridge, and Ki. Baxter (named in the King's Commiſſion): 
But Dr. Lightfoot and Dr. Hort» came not to us ; but they conformed af- 
ter, as did alſo Dr. Ed. Keigno/ds, and Er. Wirth, who joyned with us, 
and were made Fiſhops, and one or two more were-diſtant. 

The Names of agreater Number of Lender Miniſters, who gave the - 
King thanks for his Declaration, may be ſeen in the Printed Thanſgiving : 
Of allthat mer, only Two refuſed. to ſubſcribe ( Mr. Fackſov and Mr... 

Crafteny, 


Crofton), leſt the Subſcription ſhould ſeem an Approbation of ſo much & 
Prelacy as the Declaration ſtabliſhed ; and fo be a breach of their Cog 
nant : But they profeſled their graticude without ſabſcribing. Divers ex 
them are yet living but moltby far are dead. 

Were it not leſt the Papiſts take advantage by it, to undermine and rain 
Peace-makers, under the Name of 7ri-mers, | would name you many pla. 
ces up and down in England, where all the people live in love aud quiet 
neſs, as if there were no Conrulſive Cruelty or Schiſms in the Land; and 
this through the wiſe aud conſcionable behaviour of the Miniſters ; the 
publick Miniſters, with the ezected Nonconformilts, living in fo great and 
open amity, as uniteth all the people : Thole that deſire Reformation, 
won by the good preaching and living of the publick Miniſter, and by his 
kindneſs, go all to hear him ; and when at other hours they meet to edi- 
fie one another by praying, linging Plalms, repeating a Sermon, or read 
ing a good Book, he 1s far from hindring them. 

Let any man that hath the Spirit of Chriſt zudg, whether this be not 
a better itate of the Church, than for ſome to be railing men from Com- 
munion, with the charge of Idolatry, and making the reſt odious ; and 
for others to prophane the Pulpits, by preaching up flanders, and ſcorng, 
and ſerving Satan in Chritt's Name, by making Religion ſeem Hypocrihe, 
and conſcionable men pals tor odious Rebels for*tearing lelt ſome points of 
Conformity be fin; and ſtirring up Rulers to uſe them accordingly, if they 
were {0 bad and miſerable as to be perſwaded by ſuch to perſecution : 
Which of theſe, think you, is the better and more deſirable caſe ? 

Obj. But what would you do your ſelf, if you were tn Spain, & any other 
Land where there is no Church-worſhup but the Maſs? Would yeu net forbear alli 
And will not the Papiſts uſe againſt you the ſame Arguments which you uſe 
gainſt ns, and ſay, That you ſeparate from all the Church n Earth for 1000. 
years, and ſo from Chriſt * 

Anſ. 1. Whatthe Papilts 1} ſay, maketh rot all true which they fay: 
The Queſtion is, Whether they ſay it tru'y ? 

2. It's the trick of deceivers in difpnte, to prove ab rbcuriore, and ar 
ry the Controverſie into a darker Room, and to fiſh in troubled Waten. 
What if it were an hard Controverſie, whether | muſt ſeparate from 
Papilts, from Zonner, Gardiner, &c. doth it follow, thit it 1s a* þ 
- whether | mult ſeparate from Bra4/ord, R:idlez, H eper, and all thoſe 

Martyrs, 2nd all the Proteſtant Churches ? With whom then ſhall 1 com- 
MNUMmCcate * 

2. Vie tell you what 1 would fay, and do to ſuch Papilts: 
x. 1 will prove their ObyeCtion falſe. And 1. that at this day al 
Papiſts in the World are bur ( as Biſhop Browbail eſtimates ) abodit 
a fourth port of the Chriſtian World. 2. And that it was got ul 
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days of our King Fobn,and their Wnorone the 34, that a General Council 
decreed the 1dolatry of Tranfubſtantiation. 9g. That a grear part of 
their own never conſented to this, and that few of the people underſtood 
or believed it. 4. Thar even this Canon was made againſt great num- 
bers of Godly men, called Abigenſes and Walden/cs, who oppofed them 
11 this Idolatry, 

4. Therefore | would refolre, I will have no Local Communion with 
any Church in the uſe of this, or any ldolatry, but will Worſhip God 
in private, if | can have no better ; butif I can, 1 will, And [I ſeparate 
nt by this, from the moſt of the Church, bue from a Tyrannical cor- 
rape Sect or Schiſm: Yea, as to them, I hold mental Communion with 
them in Chriltianity, and in all that is good and found, and renounce 
Communion with them in all that I know to be evil. 

Oby. But what! if a Proteſtant Church make any Sin # condition of their 
Communiing will you not ſeparate? 

in. 1, | have ſaid fo much of this in this Book, againſt the Reſ0/- 
ver, and Unrea/onable' Defender, as that | am aſhamed that mens Ob- 
j2:tions make me guilty of ſo much repetition. 2. None ſuch can 
make any Sin the Condition of my mental Communion: For if they 
joyn good and bad, and bid me do fo, God forbids me, and requizeth 
me to own the good, and diſown the bad. If they uſe the bad chem- 
ſelves, and put net-me to ſubſcribe, or own it, I will joyn tvitl- chem 
ntewithſtanding, in that which is good, and in due time arid placegy dif- 
own the evils, e. g.- I have oft heard well-meaning men Preach fal- 
ſhoods againlt Ca/vanfts, and others againſt Arminians; fome againſt 
Prerhytery, lome againit Independency, ſome againſt Infant; Bapriſm ; and 
alas! bow ordinanily.do men-drop their Errors, and put thetn into their 
Prayers; | will nat for this ſeparate from a Church that. profefſeth ro 
tO take the Scripture for their rule. Let them anſwer for their own mif- 
doings. 

2. Butif they bid me S»h/cribe, or Approve any one Falſhood or Sit, 
| will deny it: It they forbid me Communion, I will continy ir rill ettey 
put me away by-force. And then it is not | that ſeparate from! rhem, 
bat it's they, by unzjult caſting me out, that are Schiſmarical; Ple"ftill 
have mental Communion with-them. in Faith and Love, and not per- 
wade any to ſeparate from them. as 1dolaters, or make them worſe 
han they are; but if 1 can, 1 will go to: another Church (tho worſe) 
aat will receive me without impoſing atual ſin ; but not draw. others 
rom tzem, who are not caſt out for refuſing fin, as 1 have been : And: 
91 will not juſtifie many Proteſtant Writers, who ſay, That we ſepa- 
ated not from the Church of Rowe, but they caſt us out for not ſinning ; 

| doubt pot but this muſt be our. caſe. with ſound Churches, that 


buld impoſe any Sin upon us. But 


But ſtill, To prefer the beſt and (all things conſidered ) wo 
before the more faulty or imperfe , without renouncing munion 
with them, or perſwading all others from it , as Idolatry, or unlaw. 
ful, is that which | never called Schiſm, nor wrote againſt, , -* 


To the unknown Author of a LETTER lately 


ſent me. 


SIR, 


OUR Letttey contained, 1. Your friendly reprebenſions of me, mt 

only for my purpoſe to write againſt a MS. whioh you ſay was Dr. 

Owen's, but for many cther things ; and your enumeration of thiſ 

faults of mine. 2. With a friendly motion, That I ſuſpend my n+ 

ting till we fairly debate the Cauſe, upon ſome larger Papers of tl 
Dottor”s on that Subjef which you offered 10 ſend me. 

I wrote you preſently an Anſwer, but your Meſſenger never more called f# 
ut ; by which _Juppeſed that you changed your purpoſe: If yet you will 
for it, I will it you. The Brevute of it is this: 1. I do mot fet 
but from my beart, accept your manner of Reproof: It is honeſt and ; 
and I am truly thankful to you for it : Tho 1 am thought to be too plain and 
I can bear twice as much as Iuſe. It': fooliſh orice that maketh ms grudg #t © 
friendly, tho ſharp reprebenſion. 

But your miſ-information tells me the pitiful Caſe of moſt in the World: 1w 
boneft Kepreofs are founded on abundance of untrue Conceits : There are abi 
Twenty Untruths, through miſtake, im matter of Fatt, in your Letter © 4 
hew groſs are many of them? As that I write not againſt Perſecution, W 
ſcarce ever write a book that hath not much againſt it: and this book it ſelf ol 
fully confute you : And that I oppoſe not, but encourage divers things ; Wh [ 
know not the man that hath ſaid balf' ſo much againſt: 4nd you carry it 


along, as if I were yeur Accuſer for net going to the publick Churebes, w9# 
an a meer Defendent againſt your Accuſations, and plead the Canſe of 166 
werſal Church , as not deſerving an Excommunication ;, and "a many 


_ - aa- ww” _— > 


J—"— ms: WW R9RUG©UGs.: Rs I: {= 


- 2 


(63) 
weak women, and young people, that ould be drawn to renounce all Chuirch-" 
Worſhip in England, for fear of Idolatry, or a Curſe from Ged. 

If you that have bis offered MS's, and ſay , "This which 1 anſwer is Dr. 
O's ; were the man that made this MS. which I anſwer, ſo common, I think 
you did him a great deal of wrong : Too in bis Printed Books, eſpecially that of 
Prayer, and for Peace. Oc. he owns the ill Principle which I now confute, 
againſt all publick Worſhip by Liturgy, and againſt man's power co com- 
mand any more than Chriſt hath done in the order and manner of Wor- 
ſhip and Church-Government ( which alſo is to be ſeen in his Preface, &c. of 
his Original of Churches, and bs Vindicatian of the Nonconformiſts, 
&c). Tet theſe Printed Books of his (eſpecially bis Original of Churches, &c.) 
bave ſo much ſound and excellent matter, and ſo many healing peaceable pa;- 
ſages in them, as did bide this one great Miſtake : ſo that I long purpeſely fore + 
bore all contradittion of him in it (tho I plainly anſwered bis Arguments in my 
Cure of Charch-diviſions ), for ſear left I ſhould occaſion a more common 0f- 
fenſvue or burtful notice of them. But when that one Error which was thus - 
buried in abundance of ſound matter, was by ſome of you not ovly culled out, 
and made common im MS. by it ſelf, but even in a writing, in which be goesb 
yet further towards Non-Communion with all the Churchcs almſfs on Earth, . 
than ever be did im bis Printed Books; and this to affright all others into the 
ſame Non-Communion \ you could not ſure imagine, that no Chriftian had- jo 
much love ta the Church, 10 Souls, to Cotholick Communion, to Live andCon 
cord, as not tolet ſuch a Writing do its worſt, without any Antidote and An- 
ſwer. Ton could ſcarce bavve wrong'd the Dottor, or bis Memory more: All 
bis Enemies could not have done balf ſo much againſt bim, having no ſuch mat- 
tey to accuſe him of, as you have unadviſedly given them. And if now alſo 
yau will lay your own Fault ow others love the Triith, and Church, and 
Souls, and Peace, better than this Manuſcript, or its Reputation, you will but 
run further into Error. | Gr 

And can you poſſibly be ignorant bow like you are 10 the #thir Extreanm, 
1. While you excommunicate far more than they do, even almeſs all rhe Body - 
of Chrif, as to External Communion : 2. And are for ing us as well as - 
they : Why elſe may not I have leave to render @ Reaſon of my Fudgment and 
Practice, to thoſe that are offended at it ? 3. /nd as they would deprive Congre- 
gations of ſound DotFrine, Injtruftion xP, Worſhip, for the Cauſe of the Opinions » 
of their Fattion, would not you diſcharge almoſ# whole Counties from all... 
Church-worſhip, where Forms are uſed, and your way is not tolerated ? 

Had not the MS. been againſt all Forms of Lu but only @- -- 
gainſt the reat or /uppeſed Faules of the Engliſh one; and had is been only 

mf owning the faults, and not agamſt Communion in necellary Duty, 


I bad not troubled you, by my Defence. 


O:- ILT! 


Il. 1 did much approve of your brotherly motion to debate the Caſe friendly, 
621 the peruſal f bis larger Writings. And tho your Letter came to me a with 
after the Book was printed, the Book/ Jer ſaid be bad ſold but two, and! 
prrpoſed thankfully to accep;. your offer, and. (tho to-my coſt) to bave done 
my beft to ſtep the reſt, and recall thoſe 2 : But not knowing you, nor how ts 
ſend to you, I muſt [uppoſe that you retrat} your Motions, . your Meſſenger 
not calling for my ax/{wer, as we appointed, ; 

Remember, I beſeech you, that the Dr. writeth for mental Communion in 
Faith and Love, with all true Churches, tho be write againſt cutward Lical 
Communion with almeſt all: And I crave your peruſal of the firſt \and 
third parts of this Book, againſt the Reſolver of three Caſes, &c. . Andi 
gou find that all the Caſes, in which I wvindicate Local Separation to be-m 
Schiſm, be not encugh, bethink you what the Scripture meaneth by reprebend- 
ed Hereſie, Schiſm, and Diviſion ; and whether there be any ſuch Sims; and 
whether they that are ſo much fer Scripture-ſufficiency,” as not to communis 
cate with a Mode, Order or Form of Wards, which «: preſcribeth not, ſhould 
ſer ſo light by it, as not to fear its many ſharp Ed ty of the fore 
ſaid ſmr, and its frequent and wehement Exhortations to Unity and Cam 
munion of Samnts, and to receive one anther, as Chriſt receryed us, to the 
Glory of God. 

Lord pardon the faulty imperfeCtions of our Services, which we muſt 


rather venture on, than a total Omiſlion ; and teach us to pardon one 
another. 


April 7. 1684. 


SD —— 
—_ 


Ra I have not time to gather the Erra:s of the Preſs or Copy; 
only 1 intreat you to inſert an omitted line, page 29. line 35. de- 
cauſe the ſence isaltered by the omiſſion : After [hems | add [chan thoſe 
the Opinion which be pleads for]. 


wy 
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Books Sold by Tho. Parkhurſt, at the Bible and 


Three Crowns in Cheapſide, near Mercers- 
Chappel. 


I. R. Baxter's Chriſtian Diretory, or Sum of Practical 
Divinity, and Caſes of Conſcience. 

2 Catholick Theology, Plain, Pure, and Peaceable. 

2——» Which is the True Church, in Three Parts. 

4 Life of Faith in Three Parts. 

;——Anſwer to Mr. Dodwel/ and Dr. Sherlock, 

6 Hiſtory of Councels Enlarged and Defended. 

7 Catechifing of Families, A Teacher of Houſholders, 
how to Teach their Houſholdsz wherein the Creed, Ten Com- 
maudments, Lords Prayer, and Sacraments, are Expounded. 

8—— Two Diſputations of Original Sin. 

Dr. Horton's 100. SeleGt Sermons. 

Sermons on the 44h, 42d, 51h, 63d. *ſalme. 

Dr. Anthony Burges Sermons on 2 Cor. 3. Chap. 

Dr. Donn's Sermons, Vol. 3. 

A Diſcourſe of Gods Providence, by Dr. Jobz Collings. 

Morning Exerciſe againſt Popery. 


Sermons on the Epiſtle to the Coloſſians , by John Daibe, 
Author of the Uſe of the Fathers. 


A Diſcourſe of the Covenant of Redemption. 
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Catholick Communion | 
DEFENDED: 


IMh TWO PARTS: 


{ Reaſons of the Authors cenſured Communion with the Pariſh- 
urches. 


II. The Reaſons why Dr. 7. O's. Twelve Arguments change not his 
Judgment. 


DE — 


y RICHARD BAXTER, a Lover of 


Love and Peace 3 and by defending them, diſpleafing thoſe 
that labour to deſtroy them. | 


PE CE 


Rom. 15. 7. her as Chri ved us, to the God. 
——_S 5p 45 alſo recerves glory of 


be þ as heth mens jr panes oy 
Plal. 18. 26, 27. Wb th frened tewwil hew thy ſelf froward ( or wreſtle ) : 
« thou wilt [ave the afflified people, bus wilt bring down high looks. 


ec ———_—. 
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LONDON: 


for Tho. Parkburſ, at the Buble and. Three Crowns in- Cheoyfides. || 
near Mercers-Chappel. 1684. 


— 


| | LI ©) 
X. > 4 Chas . * 


TO IHE 


EA DER. 


T*S known that Chriſt ſuffered between Two Malefaftors, reputed by 
hs Perſecutors the greatef of the Three : One of them was penitent, 
and juſtified Chriſt , and reproved the other , who reproached , even 
dying , bim that ſhould have been taken for bis only Hope. Ignatius 
compared the Teeth of the Lions, to the Miiſtones, which muſt grind 
him to be Bread for bu Fathers uſe. The two Extreams have been 

at this unbappy Dividing-work , ſince the Chriſtian Church _ to proſper : 
Diotrephes , and the Jewiſh Inpoſers on the one ſide, and the Self-conceited 
ſeparating Sefts on the other , were uſed by Satan to fight againſt Saving 


ruth and Love. They were foretold by Paul, As 20. both that grievous 

Wolves ſhould enter, and devour the Flocks ; and that of their own 

ſelves ſhould men ariſe, to _ perverſe things, and draw away 
ec 


Diſciples after them. Bur when Chriſtian Power had lent one Party the 
Sword, or made it the Executioner of Clergy-wrath, the Church bath ever 
ſmee between two Milſtenes, been ground to Meal. There bath mdeed been 
much Differences in their drviding ways. The upper Milftone hath ſtill been 
violently ative : The nether Mil/tone thought it [elf innocent, becauſe it was 
paſſive. Ewen before the Church-Tympanites , many ſcore ſeveral Sefts roſe 
up , that bad their ſeveral Societies, [eparating from the reſt , on pretence of 
greater Ortbodoxneſs and Piety. No iwo of the Contraries could be in the 
Right ; much Jeſs all : Therefore all, or all ſave one, did ſeparate for Error. 
But as Luther ſaith (De Conciliis) theſe Diviſions were but a Play ( as at 
Foot-ball ) in compariſon of the Strages , or bloudy deftruttive Diviſcens- 
which were made by Patriarchs and Councils g advanced Prelates. If 
wer Heathens, the Novations ſprung up from a Sirife, to have their Captam 
the great Biſhop of Rome ; pas Donaniſts" from a Strife , to bave their 
Captain the great Biſhsp of Carthage , and ſo many other Setts ; What won» 
arr, if the Strife of þ Frierchs, Metrepolitans and Councils , when they + 
were li preat Secular Princes , did cut all the Churches ito thoſe Shreds- 
A 2 . ___ 


To the Reader. ; 
er Schiſms , which have comtinued it's Diſeaſes and Reproach theſe 1.00 
mot 1: - years , to this day, wnhealed,, and unlikely to be healed ; four ; 
theſe Pandroks condemning Rome, aud the Roman Fifth condemning them ; 
Ar it was ſaid of Saul and David , The Under ſets and Schiſm have killed 
their thouſands, and the Uppermoſt Patriarchal , Conciliary , Tyrannical 
Schiſms, their ten thouſands. 

Alas, to what a horrid degree of Pravity us Humane Nature fallens 
Il bat a ſcandalous Temptation give Men to the Bruitiſts,who prefer the Brut, 
zea, the wildeſt before Mn? IWhen even the Learned (ort , who think 
themſelves ſo fir to guide all the ret, that none s worthy to Preach, Chrif 
Goſpel , who diſſent from their preſcribed Opmions and Ceremonies, are yet 
unable after 12.99. years experience of the Churches , to underſtand that the 
terms and ways which bave hitherto diſtrafted and torn them, and -to this 
day made them the ſcorn of the Infidel: , and like the Sberds of a broken 
Pot , are not the only ways and terms of Catholick Union and Communion ; 
which, if any deny, be s unworthy to lrve OR Society. Lord! as. 
there no hope, that the World, at leaſt the Learned part ,, may be healed of 
this ſelf- laceration and diftrattion. If there beno Love and Peace but in Heaven, 
and with the few that the World abborreth, O cauſe us all that are fervent 
Lovers of Love and Peace, to be more weaned from thus earthly Neſt 4 Waſps, 
and to love and long fer the World where Love and Peace are perfetfed. 

TI have ſeen Canons which bave ipſo facto excommunicated Men (how 
wiſe, how holy, haw uſeful , and how many ſoever ) that do but affirm any 
things in their Church-Offices, Liturgies, Words and Ceremonies, to be at all 
repugnant to the Word of God ; and at once oblige Men to ſubſcribe to an Ar- 
ticle, That nc only they, but General Councils are fallible. So that I ftand 
amazed to think what Spirit made ſuch Canons, and what ſuch Men thought 
of them{elves, and of Humane Nature, and of the Hiſtory of all former Ages 
of the Churches. If they muſt be acknowledged fallible , and yet all cut off 
from Chriſt or from the Church, who ſay they have any Error , ſo much as m 
the ſaid Offices, Forms, Words or Ceremonies , ſure they Juppeſe that ſome mi- 
raculouns Power ſo wonderfully over-ruled fallible Men, and therefore ſhould 
ſhew ws miracles to convince us. For my part, I am far from believing, that 
1 am ſo ſecured from Error ; and therefore only ſay, The I be an unfit fudge 
of my Superiors Atts , I would not for all the Riches on Earth, be charged at 
Gods judgment with the guilt of making and juſtiſying ſuch Canons ; much 
eſs, -T all the Conſequents of their Executions. 

And becauſe I am wnvilling to be guilty of any drvidmg-errors on the other 
fide, I have here impartially confuted them ; telling thoſe that would not have 
the Authors, or their former Attions ſo much remembred and blamed as I have 
done, That God «« againſt their carnal Policies ; and that it neither hath pro- 
ſpered, nor will do : eAnd that when Men juſtifie Sin, or lay it upon Goa 

be 


To the Reader. | 

he will with diſdain caſt it back upon them. At I thank God , who hapt the 
main Body of the Religious Perſons innocent , from the crime; of a few tumi- 
fed S:Rarian Soldiers, who by advantage ſubdued all the ref, ( the Malignity 
would ruine them by a fall Accuſation of ſuch a Guilt), ſo I will nato 
much as by Silence, encourage that falſe Malignant Accuſation , nor leave t 
ſober godly People of the Land, under the intimared $. jons, That they Con- 
lented to the Subwerſfion of Civil or Eccleſiaſtical Order and Governmenment, 
when they were trod down, and ſuffered fa their Diſſent. 

But in all Azes and Nations, the Churches that were under the grinding 
Dividers, have laid more of t he blame on the upper Milſtone than on the lower; 
Aion and Violence making their Part myre notable ; bearing more cafly the 
cenſures and words of ſuch as think Loſers may have leave to talk, than the 
Stimgs, Swords and Flames of the elder Sons of Abaddon Apollyon. «And 
deed, in all Ages, the lower Party have been leſs averſe to Peace and Recon- 
ciliation; but whoever have got mto wncontroulable Clergy-Domi- 
nation, have uy diſdained and abborred the Peace-makers, It was 
King James bus wiſdom ro make Beati Pacifici, his Motto ; and the Diſpoſi- 


tion and Counſels that are contrary to it , will prove pernicious folly at laſt. 
But we have a greater Doftor yo Exemplar , —_ our roar _ F< 
Fudge, who ( while ſome repraoch ſuch, and talk and write to bring men from 
Love, to hate each other ) , hath ſaid, what in deſpight of malice he will make 
good | Bleſſed are the Peace-makers, for they be called the Chil- 


dren of God, Matth. 5. 9 }. 


The Contents of the Firſt Part. The Reaſons of my own Communion with Pariſh. 
Churches. 


U. 1. Whether men ſhould be compelled to Communion with any Church by cargardl 

Penalties? plainly anſwered. | p. 1,2, 

Qu. 2. Whether they who conſent to communicate with ſome Church, may chooſe the 

own Paſtor er Company ; or may by force be confined to their Pariſh-Prieft and 
burch 


Church: | | ba 
Qu, 2. Kor. mhas Reaſans I, aud fuch athers, do bear in, and communicate with the 
Þ Churches ? And whether /o to de, be a un or 4 duty, or & thing indifferent? 6, 
The caſe.and extent of my Judgment herem, $ 11. 
Twenty Four Regſons of my Fan. and Prattice, which have ſtill ſeemed unrefiftible 
#0 my conſorexce. | "In 12; 
The Judgment both of the old Nonconfornſts and the old Separatiſts for it, intheir own 


mor G OP 4 13, 19, 
Mar ect49ys an{were 
WhyI yielded to mens wmportunity to publiſh theſe Reaſons at this time, 4 


The Contents of the Second Part 3 being an Acconnr why the Twelve Arguments, fold 
to be Dr. % G's, do not Change oy Judgment. 


Poſitzon, emerge of the matter of Fatt, I 
M 2 0 s Prem: 9 6. May miſtakes therezw manifeſted. WA 
| "n 


His Firſt Argument, the want of Inflitution, exammed, 

His Second Argument. 1s, 
His Third Argument, p. 30, And 0 to the Tivelfth. 

Forty Errors proved mm them at leaſt. 

His laying the fireſs of his condemnation, not of ours only, but of all Liturgick Forms, 
#nthe ill effetts of them, conſtrained me in faithfulneſ; to the preſent endangered mind, 
of Readers, and alſo to my own conſcience, ro ſay ſo much of the ill effetts of Separati- 
an on the other ſide, as I know wall be cenjured by many : But as 1 how ef he Eg 
(in my Treatiſe of Baptiſm, my Gildas Salvianus, my Key for Catholicks, Admonition 


ro Mr. Bag ſhaw, &c.) I judg it made neceſſary onthis occaſion, to repear ſo much #1 
bave done. 


DD 


UNNECESSARY SEPARATING, difowned ; in 
the Reaſons of the Authors Cenſured Pra- 


Frice. 


$1, HEN Iſee, 1. How many ſuffer” for refuſing Com- 
munion with the Pariſh Churches. - 2. And how 
many are oftended with Me, and ſuch others for 
Communicating with them ; cenſuring Us as mi- 
ſtaking compliers with Sin : The Cas/e and ſome 
good Peoples requeſt, invite me to anſwer theſe fol- 
lowing Queſtions. I. Whether Men ſhould be compelled to Communi- 
cate with any Church, by Corporal Penalties? 

IT, Whether they who conſent to Communicate with ſome Church, 
may chuſe their own Paſtor and Company, or may by force be confined 
to their Pariſh Prieſt, and Church ? 

IT. For what Reaſons I, and ſuch others, Hear in, and Communicate 
with the Pariſh Churches ? And whether ſoto do, be a Sin, or a Duty, of 
a thing Indifferent. 

$ 2. I. Tothe firſt caſe I anſwer, 1. It were happy, if the Sword could 
compel Unbe//evers to Believe ; but it cannot, nor is a way Which Natere 
or _—_—_ ever allowed Man to nſe for ſuch anend. f 

2. '['o force an Unbeliever to Lie, by ſaying he Believeth, is a Sin. 

2. An Infidel muſt not be Baptized till he profeſs with ſeeming Seriouſ- 
neſs, and Willingneſs that he Believeth in God, the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, and will Vow and Devote himſelf ro Him : Therefore to 
—_ the unwilling to be Baptized, is a Sacrilegious Prophanation of Bap- 
tiſm, 

4. To be Baptizgd, is.to be ſolemnly inveſted in a viſible State of Rege+ 
neration, Pardon, Adoption, and Right to Chriſt and Life Erernal, by a 
Miniſterial Delivery of ſuch Right as in the Name of Chriſt. But no un- 
willing Perſon hath any Right to theſe unvaluable Gifts : Therefore 
no unwilling Perſon ſhould be forced to receive the faid Invelti- 
rure, 

5. Chriſt's Tryal and Deſcription of the Willing, is, Whether they re- 


lolye to accept of his Grace, forſaking all worldly intereſt that ſtands 
B againit 
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againſt it: Luke 14. 26, 27, tothe end. Therefore to Baptize all thae 
are forced to it by the Sword, and had rather be Baptized, and fay t 
Relieve, than loſe all they have, and lie in Gaol, is to Preach another Go- 
ipelin part 

6. Perſons Baptized in infancy, have no right to Communion in 
the Lord's Supper, till they profe(s their perſonal Faith and Conſent to 
the Baptiſmal Covenant : And the Unbaprized are not to be forced to 
Communicate : The Lords Supper redelivering all the ſame great unva- 
luable Gifts to the Receivers which were delivered in Baptiſm ; the Un- 
willing are no more capable of one, than the other. And'to force them 
to ſay they are #il/img, and to receive that which they have no right to, is 
Sacrilegious prophaning Holy things. 

7. The ancient Churches for many hundred years, were fo far from 
forcing any to Baptiſm or Church-Communion , or thinking that they 
ſhould be forced, that they admitted none that did not earneſtly deſire it: 
And if the Baptized by Impenitency, or Apoſltacy, or flong withdrawing 
from Communion, did ſhew themſelves again uncapable by unwillingnels, 
they Declaratively catt them our. 

8.And that the Exco mmunicate,as ſuch,ſhould be laid up in Priſon,and 
undone, totorce them again to be #il;g to be Chriſtians, or to Commu» 
nicate, hath the ſame Reaſons againit it, as againſt doing ic at the firſt ; 
and to take them for Willing and Capable of Abſolaution , and Salvat- 
on, who had rather ſay, they Repent and Conſent, than lye in Gaol, is 
to pervert Chriſt's Goſpel and Sacraments, and confound the Church : 
And the ancient Churches would have abhorred the motion of ſuch a 
thing, 

9. But it is juſt and meet, that Princes make a difference between 
Chriſtian aud Infidel Subzects; and berween thoſe that live Willingly mn 
Communion of the Church, and thoſe that refuſe it : And that a Chriltan 
Kingdom ſhould give thoſe Powers and Immunities to willing Chriſte 
ans, which they give not to Inhdels , and the quitly Excommunicae; 
eſpecially in matters relating ro Government, Legiſlative and Judiciary, 
and cfpecially abour Religion, and the Church. And it any to obtainiuet 
Immunities or Powers,do Hypocritically profeſs Chriltianity,and conſent, 
themſelves only are guilty of the Prophanation,no wrong means was ukd, 
and tie Church 1s nojearcher of the Heart, 

10. But Chriſtianity being neceſflary to our Salvation; and & being the 
Chriltiin Magiſtrates Duty to do his beſt for the Salvation of all his wb 
jects, and Knowledge being the means of Conſent, and Teaching and 
Learning the means of Knowledge ; it is the Duty ot ſuch Magiſtrates to 
provide futhc ent Teachers for Number and Qual.ty for all the Sub- 
jects; and to compel men to Hear, Confer, and Learn, as Carecht- 

mens: 


03) 4s 
mens: The ancient Churches had their previous Inſtruftions for ſuch, 
who were yet diſmiſſed before the Communion Exerciſes, proper to the 
faithfal. 
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$ 2. 11. Tothe ſecond caſe I Anſwer; 1. There is nothing inthis Wortid 
that Man can do without all inconveniencies, or which may not be turned 

to ſome occaſion of Evil. On one fide, 1. It is goſt deſirable thar al 

Kingdoms were wholly Chriſtians, and the Princes be Defenders and 

Promoters of Rcligion, and the Church and Kingdom be materially the 

ſame ; and the Civil Government uſed Holily, according toGod's Laws, 

to holy ends. 2. And it is deſirable accordmgly, that the Kingdom be- 

ing all Chriſtian, be divided into fit parts for Chriſtian Converfation and 

Communion, ſuch as our Pariſhes are, and that all be of the Church 
who are of the Pariſh, and the Civil StatefanCtified, and the Eccleſia- 
ſtick, grow up as Body and Soul intoone. And that all in the Pariſh be 
of one mind, and of one Church ; and that there be no juſt cauſe given 
for any to ſeparate from the reſt ; nor any do it without cauſe. 2. And 
it is deſirable that all theſe Pariſh-Churches in a Kingdom living 
under one civil Government , do. by the means of SeniorPaſtors and 
Synods, hold ſuch Correſpondence as is neceſſary ro their common Con- 
cord and Strength. 

Theſe things being Deſirable, it is no wonder if good Governours Ex- 
deavour them ; and that ignorant men Plead for all ſuch Concomirants, 
Subordinates and Conſequents, as do ſuppoſe them. When as in Fa# the 
caſe being, quite otherwiſe, to: adminiſter matrers on a falſe-ſuppoſition of 
the matter of Fat ; as if that were, Which is not; is but like the Men of 
Gothams ſtriving and fighting which way they ſhoulddrive their Sheep, 
and where they ſhould paſture them, when they had none. 

1. No Kingdom 1s fo wholly Chriſtian as not to have many (alas, how 
many ! )) uncapable of Church-Communion. =». Yetitis a matrer of or- 
der to be endeavoured, that the Country be divided into Parifhes;' and 
that they have an Eccleſiaſtick as well as a Civil Relation : That is, 
That each of theſe Pariſhes have a ſtated Teacher (or many) for the 
Catechumens, who are uncapable of Communion : And that the ſame 
Men be the Pa#tors of all in that Pariſh who conſent ; and have the Temples 
and TI 'ythes by the Magiſtrates Countenance and Confent : And this great 
advantage of Publick Countenance and Maintenance, will no doubt prevail 
with the main Body of Chriſtians in that Pariſh, if the men be defirable 
or tollerable, ro chuſe them rather than others, to avoid diſconnre- 
B 2 nance 
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nance, and the maintaining of others : As all in the Hoſpital will be foe 
the eſtabliſhed Phyſician, who dare truſt him with their Lives. 

But if this ſhould be carried further, ro bind all perſons to an abſe 
lute acceptance of ſuch Pariſh Prieſts to be their only Paſtors (under 
the Biſhops) who are put upon them, the miſchiefs would be intolle. 
rable. 

For 1. Then all muſt accept of Papiſts Prieſts only in France, Spain, 
Ttgly, Rawaria, Auſtria, &C and of bare Readers in Muſcovy. 2. Or 
elſe all Subjects are,made Judges of the qualification of- their Kings, 
whether they are Orthoodox enough to chuſe them Paſtors, while 
they are not allowed to judge what Paſtor totruſt. 3. And then ev 
ignorant, malignant, or prophane Man, who by inheritarice or purchaſe hath 
got Advowſons or Preſentations, hath got an advantage greatly to hinder 
the Salvation of all the Pariſh: And it Money may buy Souls for ſo-much 
probability of Damnation, no wonder if the god of this World imploy 
many. rich Merchants to purchaſe Advowſons. For how: ordinari 
God worketh- according to the ſuitableneſs of means, Scripture and 
Experience prove.lf the Blind lead theBlind, both fall into the Ditch.4.And 
this is quite. contrary to the Ordination and bounty of our Lord, who 
gave men gifts for the Edification of his Church ; and our Salvation, if 
we may not uſe. the -publick Paſtoral help of any, better.than many Pas 
trons will chuſe. 1 would fly from that Kingdom as from a Bondage 
where | may uſe no Phyſician, no Tutor, no Food, but what 1s choſen 
for me by any one that can purchaſe ſuch a chuſing-power. And 
my Soul is more.to me. than my Body, and leſs in the Power of Man, 
And it is not -the talk of, a Magiſterial Ranter . that ſhall . perſwade 
ws. to be indifferent what Teacher 1 uſe, as if God would work by- all 

e. 

$ 4- 2. Onthe other ſide, 1. It-is of abſolute neceſſity that every man 
eonſent before.another man can do the work of a Paſtor for his Soul: 
And God in Nature and Scripture hath ordained, that he who mulſt be 
faved. or damned according to the Miniſters ſucceſs, ſhould be the ch 
ſer or refuſer of that which ſo unſpeakably concerneth him ; and not have 
- — more in anothers power than his own,if he be at Age,and in his 

ts. 

2. And yet this may be. run into Extreams,; and.theſe are not eaſily a 
voided. 1. Infants (that is, alt ſhort of an Underſtanding, chuſing Age) 
and ldeots and Mad-men, are half Brutes i» a#, and to be governed. ac- 
cardingly by force, fo far asthey are uncapable of Reaſon. But theſe are 
not capable of the Chuxch-Communion of the Adule. Yea, not only 
Children, but all Subjects who are not Communicants, may be —_— 
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hear and learn as Catechumens, as is ſaid : And they muſt not pretend' a 
power to chuſe their Teachers, roexcuſe them from all Learning: Bur 
if they ſay, that they can learn better of another than the Pariſh-Mimiſter; 

if they are able, they may remove to another Pariſh : If nor, they muſt 

give proof that they live as Learners under ſome Teacher who 1s capable- 
ro inſtruct them, approved or tolerated by Authority, where Rulers own 

16 Truth, 

- 2. And.if Communicants will-be at the charge of maintaining a Pa- 

ſtor whom they can better truſt their Souls with, than him whom the Pa- 

tron chuſeth for them, the Orthodox or tolerating Magiſtrate mnt 

(ce that he be not an Heretick, that doth more hurt than good; and 

muſt keep them under the Laws of Loyalty and Peace, and fee that they 

ſow not Sedition, and-revile not others under pretence of worſhipping 
God. 

4. And no men ſhould, without neceſſity, loſe the advantages of a 
publick Miniſtry which the moſt confent to, and which hath the Ma- 
giſtrates cquntenance and maintenance ; becauſe gathering- ſingular 
Churches within Pariſh-bounds, ſeems ſome. accuſation of the Pariſh-" 
Minilter or Church ; and ſuch Churches are-oft tempted to Envy and 
Cenloriouſneſs, and are uſually envied andcenſured by others: And Unity 
is much of our ſtrength and beauty. But in caſe of neceſſity it may be 
done. 

$ 5. In ſhort: 1. A good Ruler chafing a worthy Teacher for the Pa- 
riſh, will thereby do much to draw all the ſober to conſent to him as their: 
Paitar. 

2. Bad Rulers and Patrons chufing: ignorant, unskilful, furious, malici-' 
ous or ſcandalous Teachers, will drive thoſe that love their ſouls, to chuſe 
better for themſelves, whatever it coſt them. 

2. Where the Miniſtry and Churches are fo vitiated in publicky that their: 
Communion is unlawful, there God's worſhip muſt be kept uponly in other * 
voluntary Churches. 

4. Where publick Miniſters or Worſhip are-not utterly intolerable, but 
greatly inſuthcient for the preſervation of Religion and good of Souls, by 
Diſabiliry, or unſound-Doctrine, or Vice ; there thechief preſervation of 
Relgion muſt be in Voluntary Churches; but ſo, that the Parochual be no 
further diſowned than there is cauſe. , 

5. Where the publick Miniſtry and Worſhipare ſound, but impoſe fome 
unneceſ{ary doubtful things, as conditions of Communion, in juſtice they 


bind. themſelves thezeby to allow Valuntary Churches to ſuch as cake theie 
terms to be ſin, | 


6.. When 
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6. When the Miniſtry, and Church-Worſhip, and State, are 
and the conditions lawful, and weakneſs maketh conſcionable Chri- 
ſtians think otherwiſ®, there private Churches muſt be tolerated, bur 
as Hoſpitals for the fick, under the care of the Magiitrate, keeping 


CC. 

The ſtrife in Eno/and at this day, 1s chiefly about the choice of Pa- 
ſtors, in which good people will never be indifterent: And few that 1 
have known, refuſe audience and honour to able, godly, profitable 
Preachers that difter. from them. We are not at all of different Re- 
Ll giohs, tho ſome ſay fo, tothe diſhonour of the National Church, as if 
their Forms, their Croſs and Surplice, and their New Oaths and Sub- 
ſcriptions, were their Religion, and lo their Religion were Ceremony or No- 
velty, 
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$ 6. NI. As to the Third Caſe, [For what Reaſons I, and fuch other 
join in Worſhip and Communion with Pariſh-Churches ? And: whether 
our practice be a /i or a duty, or a thing indifferent ? | For anſwer, |. I ſhall 
ſhew what | am not pleading for. II. What it is that I hold and plead for, 
or defend. II. What arethe Reaſons of my practice. IV. Why it is that 
I now give out my Reaſons. 

$ 7. I, For the Firſt, r. I am far from perſwading any one to commit 
the leaſt fin on pretence of Concord or Communion with any Church on 
earth. Their damnation is juſt, who ſay, Let us do evil that good may 
come. Sin may ſeem to ſerve us for a Job, bat it will be bitter in the latter 
end. 

2. I would not have any to ſtretch their Conſciences for Worldly 
Incereſt, to believe that Sin is no Sin, or that they may do it becauſe it isa 
_w one. It is no little one to him that does it wilfully for Worldly 

s. 

3- If an honeſt Chriſtian miſtake an indifferent thing to be a Sin, 1 
would have him do his beſt to get a truer apprehenſion : Bur if he 
cannot, I would not have him do the thing : For he that can do that 
which he thinks a fin, tho by miſtake, can as eaſily commit a real ſm: 
And it is a real fin to him: fos St. Paul faith, He that dowbreth # 
dammed if be eat, becauſe he eateth not of faith: for whatever is not of faith, u 


Qu. But is ſuch a man a martyr , or rewardable, who ſuffereth for bit 


error ? 


Auf 
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An{. He is rewardable as he ſufferech for fearing to.difbbey God, and 
ſor that which is formally obedience, tho materially it was a miſtaken 
thing. If you had a Servant who miſtook your command, but died inthe 

cformance of that miſtake, you would commend his fideliry : Andif an- 
other that mittook you, did what you bid him by that miſtake, but trea- 
cherouſly for hire, crofſed what he thonghe you meant, you would take 
him for a perhdious knave. 

Qu. But muſt a man then do all chat be taketh :o be a duty, or avoid all which 
he taketh for a ſen? | 

An'. A culpable erring judgment entangleth a man in ſin, whether he 
follow it or not : And there is no poſlibiliry of avoiding the fin, but by 
uſing God's helps rill his judgment be ſet right. For Conſcience is not the 
Maker of the Law, but the Diſcerner of it : And the Law-maker changeth 
not his Law, becauſe men change their thoughts of ir. But while men 
are under a ſelf-made neceſſity of finning, the lefler ſin and the greater 
may be diſtinguiſhed, e. ge. It you miſyudg it unlawful to keep a Saints 
day holy, to eat Fleſh on Fridays, to uſe a Croſs as aYign of Chriſtianity, 
it 18a greater fin todo theſe, than to 3mit chem: But if you judg it unlaw- 
ful to pray, or hear God's Word, or worſhip him, or to feed your (elf or 
children, your error is the aggravation, and no extenuation of the fin. And 
if you think ita dury to keep a Faſt once a week, to wear a courſe garment, 
or to do any indifferent thing, it's a greater fin to omit them,than to do them: 
But if you take it to be a duty to lie, Tander, ſteal, be drunk, murders 
perſecute, it aggravateth-the fn, that- both mind and practice are defiled 
with it, | 

4. I perſwade no one 'to own the Miniſtry of an wncapable Per- 
ſon ; wiz. one _ucterly Inſufhcient, Hereticat, or Malignant, who 
doth more harm than good. The Conformiſts own this Rule, while 
they ſitence- ſo many, and tell men, that thoſe that have not Ordina- 
tion by Dioceſans, are nor co be communicated with, or owned as 
Minifters. Both fides then confeſs, that wneap4b/e-perions are not to be 
owned. 

5. | perſwade noneto be indifferent in the matters-which concern their 
ſouls , as whow they hear or 'chuſe tobe their Paſtor, nor in what 
manner they worſhip God, nor to prefer any perforvor mode, which (ati 
things conſidered ) is worſe before better ; nor to deny themfalves the 
great help of a learned, skilfol, godly, faithfal Paſtor, ro reach tem 
publickly, and counſel them privazely, when they may haveſach, meerly - 
becauſe it is forbidden them by "men, and the Parrory hath chofen them 
another, who hath no ſuch qualifications. __ 
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* 6. Iam perſwading none that are under thegovernment of their Pare 
or Maſters,to diſobey them in the Choice of the Paſtor whom they ſhall or 
dinarily attend, as long as they perſwade them to a ſafer choice than the 
Patron hath made for them. , 

7. I perſwade none by Profeſſion: or Subſcription, to quſtifie as true or 
god, the leaſt wntruth or evil 1n the Dottrine, or Worſhip, or Diſcs 
pline of any Church, or im any extemporate performance of the Mini 
ſter. 

8. I perſwade no Miniſter toconform to the Aft of Uniformity, and af 
the Canons, 

9- I perſwade none to make light of any Church-corruptions, nor to 
forbear endeavouring by lawful means, in their place and calling, to re 
form them ; much leſs to ſwear or promiſe it, were that any where requi- 
red, or to renounce any Oath as not obliging Gem to any thing which God 
had made their duty, 

10. 1 perſwade none to the ſinful fear of man, or to abate Chriſtian 
fortitude, conſtanoy and patience in a good Cauſe, nor to be over-ten» 
der of the Fleſh, or make too great a matter of their ſuffering. Alas ! 
what are Worms, that in the way to the Grave they ſhould be fear» 
ed more than God ? Poverty and Priſons may be as ſafe and near a way 
to Heaven, as Wealth and Liberty. None of all theſe are the things that! 


am for. 
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9 8. 11. That you may know the Reaſons of my own pradtice, 1 
ſhall next tell you, 2#hat it 15 that my judgment is for : Which leads me 
to it. 

And 1. 1 think all perſons are viſible Chriſtians who are Bapth 
zed,. and profeſs their continued conſent to the Baptiſmal Covenant, 
and are not proved to have renounced or forſaken it by Word or 
Deed. 

2. I think, that the Paſtor is by Office made the i whe- 
ther the perſons Profeſſion be underſtanding, ſerious, and credible, of 
not : and whether he be proved to forſake it. And if the man diſſemble, 
or the Paſtor judge falſly, it's their Sin and not mine, if I contribute not to 
it by omitting any Monitory duty of my own ; nor is it lawful for meto 
uſurp the Paſtors judging power : Nor am | bound to know, (my fell 
the Caſe and Lives of all in the Church that 1 joyn withy much 
where I occaſionally or ſeldom come. 
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2. 1 think, that a toſlerable man, though nnduly clwoſen, yet after re- 
ceived and conſented to by the Pariſh Communicants, is atrue Paſtor, 
ſuppoſing his own Conſent : And that he and they are a true 
Church. 

4. 1 hold that Chriſt commanded his Apoſtlesto endeavour [to Ds/ciple 
19 bim all Nations, and ize, and Teach them, ) Mat. 28. 19,20. And 
that we ſhould pray and endeavour that the Kingdoms of the World 
may become the Kingdoms of the Lord, and of his Chriſt. And thar all 
Chriſtian Kings are bound to do their belt, to make all their Subjetts the 
Subjects of Chriſt, more than the Jewih Kings were bound to promote 
the Fews Religion : And that Chriſtian Kingdoms are much more honou- 
rable and deſirable than Chriſtian Churches in an Heathen Kingdom : 
And that the Civil State and Intereſt ſhould be ſanCtified and made religi- 
ous, and more than a Shell or Body to the Religious State, as the Kernel 
or the Soul : And fo they ſhould be as far coherent and commenſurable, 
as can be procured : Yet not fo as to corrupt the religious ſtate on that 
pretence, by crookening it to any carnal intereſt. The Body formeth 
not the Soul, nor is it to be cut meet to the Cloathes , nor the Foot 
ficred ro the Shove. I intreat thoſe that be not ſenſible of the great im- 
portance of National Chriſtianity , to read a little Book, called, 7he 
whole Duty of Nations ( written by a Conforming Miniſter , who is 
much more Honourable by his Extraogdinary Worth, than his Great 
Eſtate and Birth ) , which will bear down difſent by a ſtream of Evi- 
gence. 

5. In order to the promoting of this National Concord in Religion, 
| have ſtill reſolved to» conform to all the National Laws and Or- 
ders about Religion , which corrupt it not, nor command any finful 
thing. 

6 ; [ho I renonnce all Forreign Juriſdiction, Monarchical or Ariſtocratical, 
and uſurpation of an Univerſal Government over all the ChriſtianWorld 
( which no civil or religious Univerſal Lawgiver or Judg but Chriſt, 
neither Monarch nor Senate being capable of it), yet I much more value 
the concord of the Univerſal Church, than of one Nation: And do more ab- 
hor doing any thing which is a ſinful ſeparation, or diſcord from the Church 
Univerſal: And I take the unchurching of the Univerial Church tobe a de- 
nying or depoſing Chriſt. 

7. All Chriſtians muſt be known to be Chriſt's Diſciples by loving one 
another as themſelves: And love judgeth no evil nill conſtrained. 

8. Therefore 1 will ſeparate from no Chriſtian or Church without ne- 


cellity, no farther chan they ſeparate from Chriſt, 
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9g. 1 do not ſeparate from a Church meerly becauſe I meet not with 
them : elſe I ſhould ſeparate from all the World , fave the 
where 1 am preſent : But 1 avoid theſe ſeveral degrees of ſinful {epars. 
tion. 

1. Accounting true Churches and Miniſters to be none ſuch (as the 
Papiſts do by all that have not an uninterrupted ſucceſſion of Dioceſan Or. 
dination). 

2. Accomting the Miniſtry, and Worſhip, and Government ſo bad, as 
makes Commnnion with the Church unlawful, if it be nor fo, 

2. Doing that needleſly which hath the ſcandalous appearing ſignification 
of fuch a judgment. 

10. I know many of the Pariſh-Miniſters to be men of very laudableab- 
lities and converſations,and to have the conſent of the moſt of the Commy- 
nicants of the VYariſh. : 

1 1. lam paſt doubt, that ſo much of the Liturgie as 1s uſed cvery Lords 
Day, as the common Worſhip, is ſo far {ound as to the matter of it, that 
it hath no more materia! faultineſs than is too often in extemporate Church 
praying: And that the dilorder and faultineſs in the Manner, is no greater 
than is uſed alſo by many in free prayer, with whom we all think it lawful 
ro joyn. And that prequdice maketh it ſeem to many much more faulty 
than ir is : The greateſt diſlike is of the Reſponſes by the People, and the 
fhortne(s of the Prayers, both which were uſed in the Ancient Churches, 
when no ſound Chriltians {crupled it much lefs ſeparated for it. Chriſt 
approved of the ſhort Prayer of the-Publican, | God be merciful to me « 
finner |. Repetitions, and the Peoples Acclamations and Reſponſes, were 
uſed in the Fexw:h Church, as is evident in Ezra, and in many Pſalms, 
&c. Weall allow the Peoples ſpeaking, even as much as the Miniſter in 
ſinging PE6lms : And the Congregation would murmur if the People 
ſhould be but Hearers while the Miniſter ſingeth alone. Of old their fing- 
ing was like our /ayimg, andnotin Rithmes, like ours. Will any pretend 
to prove that it's lawful for the People toſing God's Prar/e, and nggeo ſayut” 
Bar they that diſkke it, may be ſilent. 

As to the Objection, that it's unlawful to uſe impoſed forms; 1 have anſve- 
red it {o fully in my Cure of Church-Diviſicns, and in my Chriſtian DireFor), 
that I w.ll here ſay no more, but that, 1. Every Miniſters Prayer is a Form 
to the Peop'e, and impoſed on them to joyn in putting it up to God. 2. And 
thats lawtul tor a Child to uſe a Form impoſed by Parents; therefore not 
ſimply evil. 3. And that we all allow impoſed Forms of Catechizing, and 
of linging Prayers and Praiſe to God : And that he that ſaid, Speak to one an- 
other i Pſalms, and Hymns, and (piritual Songs, never meant wa they muſt 


not be premeditated. 4. And many men fin by needlels ;mpe/i;cens, when 


the »/e of the thing impoſed is no fin, but a duty. 
And 


cn) 

And lam fatitsfied, that the Number of the Chriſtian Churches on Farth, 
which worſhip God without a Form, far worſe than ours, is (mall, as thax 
the ſoundneſs of ours is almoſt ſingular. The ſuppoſed great blemiſhes 
in the By-Offces about God-Fathers, Croſling, the form of Burial, and 
ſuch other, the Hearers of the common Lords-day-Service have no 
buſine(s with. For my part, I profeſs I cake the ordinary Liturgy forthe belt 
pare of the publick Service in half the Churches in Englen4; and had ra- 
thery have it without the Sermon, than the Sermon withour it, z» hoe 
COWHTCDES, 

12. I therefore take it to be my duty, as a private Hearer, 1. Whenl 
am where there is a tolerable Miniſter, and no other Church but the Paro- 
chial, to yoyn in Worſhip and Communion with them conſtantly. 2. As 
a Miniſter on whom the Conditions in the Laws are put, to refuſe ſome of 
thoſe Conditions. 2. As an Hearer where the Miniſter x utterly intolera- 
ble, ro do nothing which ſeemeth an owning him as a Miniſter. 4. In a 
place where the Parochial Miniſtry is the beſt, but a private Miniſter and 
Church is peaceable and ſound, 1 will go ordinarily to the Parifh-Church, 
but ſometime to the weaker, if my forbearance would ſeem a diſowning 
of their Communion ; yea, tho it were to one that 1s againit Infant-Bap- 
tiſm by miſtake. $5. In a place where the privater Miniſter and Worſhip 
is molt ſpiritual, powerful and profitable, I would go ordinarily thither, 
if I may : But ſometimes to a tolerable Pariſh-Miniſter and Communion, 
in caſe my not going ſeem to ſignifie that I ſeparate from their Communion, 
as utterly unlawful. And if I be a Preacher in a privater Church, I will 
ſometimes get another to ſupply my place, and go to the Pariſh-Church, if 
elſe my forbearance would ſeem to ſignifie that | judg it unlawful. 6. 1 
therefore take the ſame thing here to be lawful to one, and a fault in ano- 
ther, and a duty to another. Thoſe that have far better Helps and Com- 
munion (all things conſidered), ſhould not ordinarily prefer worſe ; And 
when the cale difters not much, the Will of a Parent, an Husband, a Ma- 
[ter or a Magiſtrate, ſhould ſway much: And where it isa duty to noted per- 
ſons to go to the Pariſh-Church ſometime, becauſe elſe it will ſignifie chat 
they think it unlawful, an hundred Children, Servants, Wives, poor people, 
Who are not noted or miſt, and their abſence is no ſcandal, are not bound 
to go at all, while they have much betrer Helps and Communion elfewhere. 
- Having told you my Judgment, of which in my Two forementioned 
Books I have given a fuller account : I ſhall next add the reaſon of my 
Practice, both to fatisfie thoſe that cenſure me, and thoſe rhar crave my 
= for their information ; but not making my ſelf a Judg of theo rhac 

itter 
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The Reaſons of my Praftice in Parochial-Communion. 


$ 4. 11. But here 1am in the ſame ſtreight as when 1 gave an accountof 
my Nonconformity : When upon many years urgency 1 did but tell men 
what the ſins were which I thought I ſhould commirit I conformed, ſome 
ſaid, that I made the Conformiſts a FaQtion of unconſcionable per; 
Villains: And if I now tell the Reaſons why 1 joyn in the Pariſh-Churches, 
ſome will ſay, that thefe Reaſons accufe them that do not, of the guilt of 
Schiſm and ſinful ſuffering. But he that will perform no duty which none 
will be offended at, ſhall ſcarce do any in the World. My Reafons 
are theſe : ' "7 

I. 1do it mnch for my own Edification : And who can prove my Edifi 
cation unlawful? There is fo ſound judicious preaching in my Pariſh 
Church where | now go, that I take it to be my confiderable loſs when 
ſickneſs keepeth me away. And who can bind me to my lofs ? If aſtran- 
ger give now and then a peeviſh ignorant flirt at ſuch as differ from bim (a 
thoſe called Arminians, and ſome others uſe todo), I am not ſothin-skin'd 
as thereby toſmart ; nor ſo fooliſh as to raiſe a ſtir by talking againſt it, 
which by taking no notice, will go out like a Squib, which the City- 
Engines need not be fetcht to quench. Ignorant Preachers muſt have 
ſorne forbearance in their Self-conceitedneſs and pernlent Temerity, df 
whar Sect or Faction ſoever they be, Conformiſts or Nonconformiſts. 

IL1 do it much to go as far in National Concord in Rehgion,as | 
can, and for the avoiding all that makes againſt it. 'The forefaid : 
[The whole Duty of Nations ) will convince any impartial capable Reader, 
of what great Duty and Advantage National Countenance and Concord 
is to the intereſt of Religion. And though it bring in multitudes of Hy: 
_ » God makes ſome uſe for the Church of ſuch : 1 would ask the 

enters but two Queſtions; 1. Would you not wiſh the proſperity of 
the Church your Selves ; and that all Power and Laws promoted 
neſs and true Reformation ? No Joubt you with it : And, would not that 
bring in multitudes of Hypocrites? They are like Vermin and Flies, who 
{warm moſt in the warmeſt Seaſons. | 

2. If all the Hypocrites in the World ſhould renounce Chriſtianity, and 
leave none to profeſs it but the ſincere, would not thoſe few be left as'2 
wonder, and a prey? O whata blow would it be to Religion in the World! 


Will you root out notonly the Tares, but the Straw and Chaff, on preterce 
to ſave the Corn ? 


ILI1 
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!77. 1 do it to keep up Brotherly Love amongſt us, which certainly 
cenſorious accuſations of one another doth deſtroy : When you fly from 
them, you ſeem toaccuſe them as men uncapable of your Chriſtian 
Communion; and this ſeemeth hatred or contempt. And as ſure as 
Fire ciuſeth Fire, and Water quencheth it ; Love cauſerh Love, and 
Hatred deſtroyeth it, and cauſeth hatred. And Chriſtian Love is no 
ſmall Dnry. 

IV. 1 do it very much: to avoid the ſcandal of ſeeming to judge Pariſh 
Communion an unlawful thing, and ſeeming to ſeparate from them on 
thar account. That they err who judge it ſo unlawful, 1 am farsfyed : 
And that ſcandal is a great Sin, the ſecond Commandment, and Chriſt's 
dreadful rhreatning of the ſcandalons, and Pau/'s abhorrence of it, ſatisfies 
me. The ſecond Commandment forbids Corporal Scandalous ſeeming 
Þ be ldolaters (what ever the Heart be:) And I muſt not ſeem to un- 
church ot ſinfully cenſure, what ever be in my Thonghts. +1 know it is 
no ſuch Scandal, that I go not here to the Greek Church, to the French 
Church, or the Dwteb Church. For no man hath any reaſon to interpret 
it to ſignifie, chat I ſeparate from their Communiou as unlawful : Bnt there 
is great reaſon to interpret my total avoiding the Pariſh Churches, to figni- 
fe thar I judge it unfawfal ro Communicate with them, as s evident 
in theſe Particulars. 

1. There are divers Nonconforming Separatiſts, who have larely 
written to prove it nnlawful. 

2. Multitudes ſuffer much npon the publick accnfarions becanfe they 
ne Communicate with them; who tell the people, that they take ir 
to be Sin. | 

2. 1, and Others, are cenfured by ſach, as Sinners for doing it. 

4 Parochiat Chnrches; are the fertled National order. 

5. The Laws command ovr joining with them. 

6. The Magiſtrates accuſe and proſecute the refers. 

7. The Pariſh Miniſters are offended at onr reſuſal, and accuſe it as 
ſinful ſeparation, and ſo interpret it. 

All tins ſet together, makerh; it paſt all denial, char after all chis,co avoid 
at Pariſh Communion, is by our Attions to fay, that weyudgerunſaw- 
ful, whatever isin onr Hearrs : Had we all rheſe calls to go ſometimes to 
the French and Dxtch Church (ſuppoſing that we underſtood them) and 
would nor go, it were a ſcandalous fignification, that we judge it ſinful. 
And one may Lie by Deeds as welt as by Words: 

V. I taker tobe a grear Sin to bear falſe Wirneſs againſtmy Neighbour, - 
and wrongfully accuſe a fingle perſon : But much grearer ſo co acciife 
a Church, and much more nine thouſand Churches :Sur to ſay by my 
action that their worſhip of God is ſo ſinful, thatit is unlawful to join with 
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them ; is, as I think, ſo to accuſe them. I dare not ſay ſoof an Anabayrif 
Church. 

VT. I much more dread to ſeparate from almoſt all Chriſt's Church on 
Earth. For if Chriſt have no Church, he 1s no Head, King, or Saviour 
of it. And to ſay, that he accepteth not of their Worſhip, is to fay, 
that he preſenteth it not to God, as their imterceſſor. The Article of our 
Believing the Holy Catholick Church, and the Communion of Saints, 1s a pra+ 
Qical Article. If there be no ſuch Body, 1 can beno Member of it. And 
this ſeemeth a renonncing of my part in the Prayers of almoſt all the 
Church , when 1 take them to be intollerably ſinful, and not accepted by 
God : Whereas | take it to be my great Duty, to put up no one Prayer 
tro God, but in mental Communion with all the Church on Earth: that is, 
As a Member of that Society. And | would not take all the Riches of the 
World for my part in the Love, Prayers and Communion of the univets 
fal Church. If 1 cut off my ſelf from the Body, I cut off my ſelf from the 
Head, and am a withered Branch: to be united and baptized into Chrif, 
and to the Church, are two effects of one aCtion; and ſo wouldit beto 
ſeparate. 

And I take it for ſuch a Crime againſt Chriſt to ſay, that almoſt all his 
Church is not Hs, but Satans ; as it would be againſt the X:»g to ſay, that 
almoſt all his Kingdoms are none of hs but his Enemies. I may fayy 
that the Ir:;ſh, the Highlanders, or Orcades, are the moſt ignorant barbarous 
part of his Dominions ; but not that they are none. And a flander of a 
molt all the Chriſtian World, is a very great one. 

But to ſeparate from our Parriſh Churches upon a Cauſe that is Commos 
to almoſt all the Chriſtian World, is Virtually and Interpretatively to ſepa 
rate from almoſtall. And to ſeparate becauſe of the faultineſs of the 
Licurgy, the Miniſtry (in many) or the people, is to ſeparate on a cauſe 
common to almoſt all. 

1. The recorded Liturgies of the ſeveral SeCts of Chriſtians in the 
World (in the Bibliorh. Patrum, and elſewhere) ſhew it evidently, that 
they are all far faultier than ours. All the Abaſſines , Coptics , Jack: 
bites, Neſtorians, Melchites, Maronites, the Armenians, Georgians, Curcal- 
feans, Meugrelians, the Greeks, and Muſcovites, have Liturgies far 
than ours : Let them that doubt of it, go to the Greek-Church in Sobee- 
Fields. The Neforian Liturgy is one of the ſoundeſt and beſt that I find 
recorded (which intimateth thatthey are not ſo bad as ſome make them.) 
The Papifts Maſs, I think we are agreed is far worſe. And the Lutherav 


Proteltants Images, Ceremonies, Conſubſtantiation, ſhew that theirs 1800 
better than ours. ; 


* 2. And 
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2. And: that their Minifters and People in all theſe Selts are worſe than 
our Pariſhes, alas we muſt confeſs with grief. 

Qu. But wou!d you Communicate with all theſe ? 

An{. | ſeparate from none of them further than they ſeparate from 

Chriſt. I mentally ſeparate from the Sin that is in their Worſhip, and as 
far as 1 can in my own: And l locally ſeparate from the Papilts, and all 
fuch as either impoſe on me any Sin as the Condition, or that ſo corrupt 
their worſhip as to deſtroy it, and make it ſuch as Chriſt accepteth 
not, And I prefer not worſe before better inany. But further | ſeparate 
not. 
VIT. 1 am afraid of tempting men to Infidelity and Apoſtacy from 
Chriſt. 1 know his Flock is little. Butif you perſwade men, that there 
are none on Earth whom he owneth as his Church, or accepteth their 
Worſhip, or that may be joined with, who are as faulty as our Pariſh- 
Churches ; it will reduce them all ro ſo ſmall a Compaſs, as being nextto 
none ; people will eaſily go one ſtep further, and deny all. To ſay, that 
the King was only King of Windſor, or Brentford, would be but a little 
from ſaying, that he is no King. Men will hardly believe, that really the 
Son of God did all the Wonders mentioned in the Goſpel, ro gather an 
accepred Church no bigger than the few that are better than all that 
Worſhip him according to our Liturgy. I doubt thisis laying a ſtumbling 
block. 

VIII 1 take my (elf bound to diſown that principle of many, who think 
their preſence maketh them guilty of all chat is faulty im the publick Wor- 
ſhip and Miniſtration: For this diſfolveth all Worſhipping Churches on 
Earth without exception. We are ſure there is none that offer God a 
blameleſs Service. We muſt then join with none at all : Specially - with 
thoſe who Worſhip without a Lirurgick Form: For we never know be- 
fore-hand, but that they may fay ſomewhat that is amiſs. But in gene- 
ral we foreknow, that imperfect men will do all things imperfectly and 
faultily. And by this we muſt give over Praying or Worſhipping in private 
allo, being all ſure to do it with ſinful imperfections. But to omit it will: 
be greater Sin. L 

IX. I am afraid of deceiving the Servants of Chriſt, and tempting them 
mto Error, and into diſafteCtion toward their Brethren, by making them» 
believe, that it is unlawful to Hear , or Communicate in the Pariſh- 
Churches. If we conſtantly refuſe ſuch Communion when we are called 
to it ſo importunarely, the people can think no leſs, than that we judge 
it to be a Sin. And fo we ſhall be the Authors of their Error ; | find al- 
ready that it is ſo : Though many Miniſters who go not co the Pariſh- 
Churches tell chem, [J#« rake it not for a thing unlawful, but are kept away: 
our ſelves by our conſtant preaching, as the Conformiſts are kept from bearing 
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one another : ] Yet this is not underſtood by = but by their conſtant 
avoiding it, they judge them to think ,otherwiſe : And it is my Officer 
ſave them from Error and Deceit, and not todeceive them. 

X. 1 find it neceſſary by practice, as well as by words, to confate thoſe 
who weuld make the World believe, that the Non-Conformitſts affright 
men from the Pariſh-Churches, by making them believe that to be there 
is ſinful ; Jeſt they ſhould looſe them from their d ce on them- 
ſelves : Far be it from us to have any ſuch deſignas to keep up any intereſt 
of our own, againſt the intereſt of the Church, and of Mens Souls, and 
by Selfiſhneſs and Deceit to draw the people into Error and Uncharis- 
blenefs : It's Chriſt and not our Selves that we Preach. 

XT. 1am not willing to be guilty of the peoples ſuffering as Recuſangs. 
1 would encourage them to patient ſuffering for their Dury ; bur not 
draw them into a ſinful Omiſſion of Duty to their penal ſuffering. I faid 
before, that a Man may be accepted of God for a Well-meant Ation, when 
the Matter of it is culpable by miſtake. Burt I that dare not Cheat or 
Rob men of their Money, or entice them unjuſtly into ſuretiſhip ; dare 
not uſe the name of God and Religion knowingly, to entice many hun- 
dred honeſt Chriſtians to fuffer for the Omiſſion of a Duty to God and 
Man. 

XII. lam reſolved, that I will not wilfully be guilty of hardening any 


in Perſecution, or in ſinful afflicting conſcionable Chriſtians on prerence 
of Laws, or Concord. And 1 am ſure, that when they ſee thar ſufferers 
are deceived, and ſuffer for omitting a publick Duty ; it is the likeft way 
in the World, to quiet their Conſciences, who afflict them, when they 
can ſay, We puniſh them for their | they that underſtand not the 


difference of faulrs, are like to juſtifie themſelves as doing well. Yea, if 
any ſhall perſecute Godly Men for doing their Duty, or refuſing ron ; 
if they find them guilty but of one Fault or Error, it will make 
them think, that the reſt is like ir ; and that ſhall ſerve ro juſtifie their 
perſecuting Truth and Duty. Andifit be ſo terrible to cauſe the ſtumbling 
of one little one, ſhall we cauſe the ſtumbling of any into ſo damning aan 
as Perſecution ? 
| Oby. You are like to encourage men to perſecution, when by your prafice yu 
mntimatey that it u their duty to come to the Pariſh-Church, and ſo that they faffer 
for their fin. k 
' An. 1. have ſhewed, that the ſame thing may be one man's duty which 
is not anothers : It is a French-man's duty here to go to the French-Churctz 
but it is not mine. 

2. What will you make of the Magiſtrates then ? Do you think, that 
they take any Subyect to be withour Sin ? Or, that they are ſo inhumane 
and worſe than Heathens, as to think, thatall that have any Sin, ſhould be 
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ſilenced, or forbidden to Worſhip God, or puniſhed if they forbear not ? 
Ir's a Sin to ſleep at Church, or to givenothing, or too little there at Col- 
letions for the Poor; and an hundred ſach. And are they fo ſevere as 
to ſend Men to Gaol, or fine them for it ? make prophane 
Swearers pay but ewelve pence an Oath (if ny thing) and few ſuffer 
for wiſhing God to Damm them, or for being drunk, even ar the time of 
Worſhip : And do you think, they will be © palpably partial, as to 
ruin honeſt Chriſtians for praying without book ? 

3. And do you conſider, what your Objection implyeth ? Muſt 1 
forbear that which my Conſcience callecth my Duty, if another ſuffer for 
accounting it a Sin * What if ſome rake baptizing Infants, or ſantifying 
the Lords day rather than the ſeventh, &c. for a Sin, muſt I forbear theſe, 
leſt | occafion their ſuffering ? ; 

4. 1 have tryed theſe rwenty years, and though | went to the Pariſh- 
Church,none ever ſuffered the more by it : Yea, 1 have ſuffered more than 
moſt here , that were of the other mind. This therefore is but a 
Fiction. | 

5. Did Mr. Tombes fprbear Writing for Pariſh-Communion, leſt his 
party the Anabapti/#s ſuſter ? Or did Mr. Philip Nye forbear writing for 
Hearing the Pariſh Miniſters, leſt the refuſers ſuffer ? Or did they not both 
write for the Oath of Supremacy, though many Scors ſuffered for refuſing 
it ? Yea, and therefore wrote all this that their followers might not ſuffer 
by miltake? 

” XIE | know that the main Cauſe of Church-Diviſions, is ſeeking a Uni- 
on on falſe and finful terms : And I know that the opinion, That Pariſh- 
Communion is unlawful, is an Error 3 and therefore unfit co be the Con- 
dition of our Union : And I ſee many would make it ſuch a Condition. 
And falſe terms of Concord, are the great and certain means of Diſcord ; 
for the wiſeſt Chriſtians will refaſe them : And ſome Impoſe them by Dos- 
trine and Cen/wres, as others do by Laws and Sword. And I will not 
countenance dividing terms. 

Oby. That is the chief fault of your Deffrine and Prattice, That it will cauſe 
Diviſions among us ; when ſome will do as you do, and others cannot ; and 0 
our Congregations are dryided. , 

Anſ. 1. Canl cxuſe that which is cauſed already ? is not ſo much Divi- 
tion known ſtill ro be among us? 

2. As | ſaid, Donot ſome write againſt the Lawfulneſ of Pariſh-Com- 
munion ? And ſome againſt Infant Baptiſm, and the Lords Day ? And do 
not they divide by Writing agamſ# them ? And did Mr. Tomberand Mr.Nye 
ſotbear, as aforeſaid, for fear of Diviſion? If we are already divided in 
Judgment and PraCtice, ſure giving each other an account of our reaſons, 
15 rather the way to heal us, 
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3: But 1 confeſs this Objeftion ſeemeth ſo ſad and ugly ta me, thatir- 
hath no ſmall hand in urging me to what they object againſt. Alas, what 
are ſuch come to? They that ſeparate becauſe of the Liturgy, Miniſtry, 
or People, do virtually ſeparate, as I ſaid, from almoſt all the Church 
on Earth. Foritison a cauſe common to almoſt all. Yea, not 
all the Churches in the Faltern , Southern and Northern parts, and 
all in the Welt, ſave themſelves, have Liturgies,or ſeparate not from them. 
But even of the Non-conformilts in England, thoſe that of old, or of late 
have pleaded rheir Cauſe have raken the Liturgy for no ſufficient cauſe of 
ſeparation : Nay, even the old Separatiſts,called By:wniſfts,denied not the 
lawfulneſs of forms of Prayer, nor refuſed to join with the Pariſh 
Churches in our Liturgy ſometimes ; only they thought, that when 
Croſſing, or ſuch Ceremonies were uſed, they were bound to diſown 
them. And ſhall men that ſeparate from the Communion of almoſt all 
the Churches on Earth as unlawful, pretend that their way is the way 
of Unity ; and that the contrary doth divide ? Is our ſhunning Diviſion 
from the Chriſtian World, a dividing Praftice ? In Holland, Mr. Smith 
thought no man capable of Baptizing him, and ſo Baptized himſelf; and 
ſome others have done fo ſince , thinking none fit for Communion, 
bur the few that are their Flocks. Yet theſe that aivided from all the 

Vorld, cryed down Dividing from themſelves. But were all div 
ders, that were againſt them ? This is the ſaddeſt of all Obp- 
chions, 

XIV. Yea, 1 am loth to do that which condemneth groundleſly 
the Reformers, the Martyrs, the Godly Conformilſts, the old Non-Cons 
formilts, the later, and the Browniſfts themſelves, as being all for uglaw- 
ful Communion. 

1. If it be ſimply unlawful to have Communion in-the Liturgy and 
Pariſh-Churches , then it was unlawful tro have Communicated. in theis 
way of Worſhip, with Luther, Zuinglius, Melanchion, Bucer, Pet. Mare 
tyr, and the like Reformers: And alſo with the Engliſh Martyrs in Queen 
Marie daies, or in King Edward 6. And alſo with ſuch Holy and Ex 
cellent Conformilts, as Grmdal!, Pilkington, Downame, Bulton, Sibbs, Fit 
ſton, Uſher, and abundance more ſuch. 

2, And it's well known, that the old Non-Conformiſts wrote and pra- 
Qiſed againſt the Browniſts in this caſe. The Books of Hilderſbam, 
Brightman, Bradſhaw, Ball, Paget, Gifferd, &c. are yer viſible. Mr. Hil. 
derjham in his Lectures chides them that will not come tothe beginning of 
the Common-Prayer. The old Non-Conformilts begin the reaſons of their 
Non Conformity in refuſing Subſcription, in theſe Words, [ * We prtef 
* hefore Almighty God, that we acknowledge the Churches of England, - 
* they be eftabliſhcd. by publick Authority, to | Eh viſible Churches Hen 
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e That we deſire the continuance of onr Miniſtry to them above all Farihly 
t rhings ; as that without which our Lives will be bitter and weariſeme to wt ; 
© That we diſlike not a ſet-form of Prayer to be nled in the Churches : And 
© finally,that whatſoever followeth here, w not ſet down of any evil Mind, or of 
* purpoſe ts deprave the Books of Commen: Prayer , Ordmetien, or Hem 
* lies ; but only to ſhew ſome reaſons why we cannot ſubſcribe to all things in 
6 hs [ame contained. 

2. | before told you, Mr. Tombes the Anabaptiſt hath written at large 
for the Lawfulnefs of Pariſh-Church Communion : .And Mr. Nye for hear- 
ing the Pariſh-Miniſters. 

4. The late Non-conformiſts that treated with the Biſhops in 1660, and 
1667. have left their Judgments fully on Record, many of them being 
yet alive. | 
" 5+ The old Separating Brownifts have theſe Words; [ *Confeſſion 
*and Proteſtation of Faith : Touching the true wiſible Political Churches 
© which we acknowledge are in England ; we profe and declare, — that 
* each company of true wiſible Chriſtians aſſociated together in one p/ace, Vit. a 


* Pariſh, and Profeſſing to ſerve God according to bis Hill, m Faith, and Order, 
* (> far as they know (ſuch as there are many im England) the /ame is a 
' true viſible political Church im ſome reſpetts. And therefore we communi- 
* cate alſo with them on occaſion while in ſuch communicating we 


* comntenance no evil thing in them, which im many places, and many times 
* we need not do. | Laſtly, it bring no evil, nor any appearance of exil. in 
* us, to jggn1 to the Pariſh Congregation and Mimiſtry in ſuch reſpett, and ſo far 
forth only as aforeſaid ; we' ought (as we believe) ſometimes on weighty 
* occaſion ſo to join ; and we fm if we da mt: Luke 17. 32. Heb. 10. 
* 25. 1Cor. 10, 32, ——— We believe concerning Prayer, That though 
* every form of prayer preſcribed by Men, be not abſolutely and ſimply a 
* Sim, neither (as we judge) are Idols, nor an Invention of Man, nor a tran- 
* preſſion of the ſecond Commandment ; yet a preſcribed Liturgy, or Book of 
* Common Prayer by Commandment, forced on a whole Church rightly con- 
* Hituted, to be uſed ftill in the ſame Words, whenever they aſſemble (im com- 
* pariſon of other praying) 1s not ls Sunny and ——— we judge that 
* it 1s beſt and moſt agreeable to the laſt Apeſtolick prattice, that even where 
* many Paſtors in one Church are, yet that One bave, during Life, a precedency* 
* and priority in order and place (not in power) before the reſt] 

| will not be more for ſeparation than the Separatiſts themſelves. 

XV. If joining with the Pariſh Miniſtry be ſimply unlawful, moſt, or 
almoſt all Eg/and compararively, mult ceaſe all publick Worſhip of God, 
The Nonconformiſts were but about two thouſand, 1662. Molt of themy 
| think, by this time are Dead, and not ſo many ſprung up in their ſtead : 
Thoſe that are remaining,for the moſt part - either in a tew places quiet- 
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er than the reſt , or hindered from any numerous Aſſemblies. In 1646, 
1 donot think there were many more than we have Counties, and tho 
few in Priviledged Chappels. And ſhall all the reſt, even of the Religious 
people of the Land, give over Worſhipping God ia publick ? I think nc. 
XV7. Thoſe that blame me, do more than juſtine me: They 
ſcruple not communicating with thoſe who hear Common-Prayer, and recent 
the Sacrament in the Pariſh Churches, im order to be Alderies » Sheriff, 
Common Councilmen, Furors, &c. nor pals any publick Cenſure on them, 
Yea, they communicate with ſuch as take the Corporation | 
and Oath. And the faid Declaration is a Profeſſion, that | © ds bold the 
* there lies no Obligation on me, or any other perſon, from the Oath commun| 
© called the ſolemn League and Covenent.] Here the Perſon juſtiferh 
the Perſons whom he never knew, in three Kingdoms, from being obliged by 
an Oath and Vow againſt Popery , Schiſm and Prophaneſy , and to 
repent of Sin, and to defend the King. This which conſtitureth all our 
Cities and Corporations in Eng/and, is a little more than that which 
conſtituteth our authorized Mmiftry and Veftries , which" is but that 
[ there is mo Obligation to endeavour any alteration of Government in the 
Church, ] &c. even of Lay-Chancellor; governing by the Church 
Keys.) Therefore they that pretend that they cannot yoyn with 
the Miniſtry, becauſe they think they enter by Perjury, confute them- 


ſelves, while they ſcruple not Communion with chem that do more than 
the Miniſtry or the Veltry do. And if any ſhall pretend, that itis unlaw- 
ful to joyn with them, becauſe of the Common-Prayer, and at 5 lame 
time freely joyn with them that take the Corporation Declaration ; Ido nat 


blame them for the latter, but I muſt ay, that they ſtrain led rey 
t ons 


at a gnat, as maketh me ſer a great deal the leſs by the Oby 
ſach men. If 1 were never 0 ſure that the Church and Corporations were 
all thus Perjwred, 1 would greatly lament it ; but it being done in ign&- 
rance ( tho by men that ſhould know ) and by men that have not 
heard what is ſaid againſt it; 1 would not ſeparate from fuch a 
Kingdom, no more than the faithful did for ſome great common . 
corruptions. I will keep my own Soul as clear as | can: And 1confels 
that I was ever of the mind of thoſe Judges in Scorland, that | chat 
if Oaths may be taken in a Senſe of our cxn, contrary to the uſual Senſe 
of the words; unleſs the Lawmakers give another , the Government. 
will have no ſecurity by Oaths. But when I think of ſeveral Univerſals, 
(ſuch as | no Obligation | [not endeavour any Alteration. | [Afent and 
Conſent to all things contamed in, and preſcribed by | | on any pretemee 
ſoever, as againſt any Conmiſſianed, | &c. And when 1 remember - that 
to this day, 1 never heard a Conformiſt own his raking theſe Univerſaly, 
without Limitation, univerſally ; but in a partic«/er Senſe, and with more 
Linutath 
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Limitations than the Earl of Argyle did ; it doth not fo muck glad me; 
that | never took them , as it grieveth me for the Engliſh Clergy , 
who take theſe with ſuch Limitations, that it falls out ſo unhappily, that 
leſs ſhould -be Death in Scerland , than they thought had been no Ein, 
bnt a Duty in England. Bur if the flur change not their Judgments, 
|. hope it will make them pardon us, who were neither willing of the 
ſtretching Expoſition or Puniſhment. 

| dare not think that chart Parliament were ſuch men as would rather 
have ſilenced the whole Miniſtry , and ſhut up all the Churches, than 
have ſpoken a limited Senſe in limited Words,. or have expounded their 
Univerſals, if they meant: not univerſally, if the Body of the Clergy 
had bart let them know that it was needful : But their Obedience was ſuch, 
as told the World that Alterations and Explications were to them unne- 
cellary. 

XVI. I would not drive the Comformiſts from ns, by departing too ' 
far from them! By ſuch reaſons as you plead for ſeparating from them , 
you Will teach them to juſtifie ſeparating from us: Tho our faults be not 
the ſame, we are all faulty : And fo we ſhall run away from each others, 
to the increaſe of our too great diſtance. Yea, experience of the 
contrary courſe encourageth me: In both the places where my Miniſtry 
was firſt exerciſed, is an honeſt Conformiſt,'and a Nonconformiſt , 
(ſince the writing of this, one- is dead, ' and the other is expelled,) who 
live in as great Love and Peace, as if there were lictle difference between 
them ; the Nonconformiſts hearing and loving the publick Miniſter. If 
you think not this better than Church-wars, 1 do: And1 am ſure Reli- 
gion there proſpereth much more, than it would do by mutual avoi- 
dance. 

XV1IT. And truly, I am fotender of the honour of the Nonconformiſts, 
that | will do my part to keep them from reproach: And as I ſaid before, 
too many are apt to judg of all their canſe, by any one weakneſs or mt- 
itake. It arcs reaſon why, in 1660. and 1661. when we attempred a 
Concord with the Biſhops in vain, we never faid a word againit a Form of 
Prayer , mor the moſt of the Liturgy, nor Hely-days, nor Knee/my at the 
Sacrament, ( bat only againſt Excommunicating the faithful char ſcruple 
it) nor the Sarplice, nor the Ring in Marriage, nor-laying the Hand on a 
Book in Swearing, and other ſuch ; becanſe, at leaſt, much may be faid 
for them; and if we laid our ſtreſs on doubrfal things, many would think 
the reſt were no other. And if we ſhould be fo weak as for the Li- 
turgy, Cc. toavoid all Communion with the Pariſh Churches as unlaw- 
ful, we might flatter one another, as all Sects do, bur ſtanders by would 
bence judg of all the reſt, and deride or pity as, as ſcruplous Fanaticks, 
that judg r.6t by evidence, but by prezdice and ſelf conceir. 

XIX. When 
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XTX. VVhen great fufferings come upon men, parriality and prejudke , 
O taKe no- 


uſually yieldeth ſo much to neceſſity, 8s maketh them willing t 

thing for ſin which is not fin ; and then they will yeild; and their 
change will turn to their reproach, as if it were meerly in worldly tem- 
poriziag: Therefore | will at firſt do what is lawful. 

XX. Tho I think the Covenant bindeth me to nothing but what God 
bound met» before, yet to that 1 think it doth, as a ſecondary bond, 
my voluntary ſelf obligation: And it binds me againſt Prophaneſs and Schiſm, 
and all that 11 againſt ſornd Dottrine and God!ineſs. And I cannor ſee burit 
were ſomedegree of Schi/m in me, yea, and furchering prophaneſs, if I took 
all the Pariſh-Commnnion for unlawfal, and would have all England that 
have no Nonconformiſts, nor can have, to forſake the Parochial, and foall 
Church-worſhip. 

XX[. I fear theguilt of Unthankfulneſs to God, who hath given Eap- 
land yet a ſounder Doftrine, V Vorſhip and Churches, than moſt of the 
world. 

X X11. lam not willing of that way which would injure, if not deſtroy 
the National Chriſtianity and Reformation ; and further, if not bring in, 
Infidelity or Popery. That Religion hath the advantage for extenſion to 
Numbers, which hath the countenance of the King and Laws, and the 
poſſeſſion of the Pariſh-maintenance and Temples. To how fad a ſtate 
did all the Eaftern Churches dwindle, when they fell under the Tak? 
How doth meer tolerated Religion thrive in France, or any other Land 
where the Laws and Rulers are againſt it ? If we loſe all the Pariſh- 
Churches, ſome other will have them. If Proteſtants have them not, hor 
will : And the Parochial Religion will be the National and common Relig 
on : 'The moſt will go thither, and attend thoſe Miniſters who have the 
publick Authority and Maintenance : Therefore it is moſt evident, that 
they who would keep up the Proteſtant Religion, muſt do their beſt to keep 
It upin the Pariſh-Churches: And they that would corrupt and undermine 
K there, or drive or draw itthence into meer private tolerated Churches, 
would drive it out of the Land as National and Extenfſive,and let in P 
to be the National Religion : And 1 doubt not the Papiſts will be the mot 
zealous potent helpers of allthem among us who cry down a C 
fron; thatis, the removing of the things which we account ſinful, that we 
may. live in concord ( which it makes me ſhrug to think that ever a 
religious Proteſtant ſhould be againſt, who himſelf counts that fin 
which we would have removed : As if they faid , Reform none 
or publick fins , unleſs you will reform as much as we judg 

c 

And doubtleſs it pleaſeth the Papiſts, that (as ſome Scors refuſed the 

Oath of Supremacy as well as they, ſo) ſomany refuſe the Pariſh Quo 
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and ſuffer as Recnſants as well as they. I ſay as Mr. Hunt, There is no 
happineſs for England but by an excellent Clergy, and an bigh (a juſt) effeem 
of them : And excellency will cauſe eſteem. 

* XXx1I.. There be ſome honeſt moderate men of” intereſt (if notof pow- 
er) who would endeavour our reſtauration and peace, which they know 
muſt be principally by concord, if they could fee that the terms were poſ. 
ſible, But while (ome make them think that nothing will ſerve us but the 
calting out of all the Liturgy and Church-Government, they turn their 
thoughts from ir as an impoſlible thing : But the peruſal of the Treaty, 
1669. and the Kings's Declaration, 1660. and our Agreement by the Lord 
Keeper Bri4geman's means, might have better informed them : And 1 will 
not contribute to their error. 

XXIV. But I have reſerved my greateſt Motive to Parochial Commu- 
nion to the laſt 1 dare not condemn Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles, who 
communicated with far more vitiated Societies : Chriſt preached daily in 
the Temple : He there ofiered according to the Law, and ſent Lepers 
cleanſed to the Prielts to ofter, tho the Prieſthood was more corrupt and 
degenerated than ours. The High Prieſt that ſhould have been of Aa- 
row's line, was any one that could buy it with money or favour of the 
Heathen Romans ( And ſome think there were two at once)... The Phariſees 
had corrupted ſacred Doctrine and Worthip, and the Saddaces were far 
worſe than the Mabomerans ; yet Chriſt did ordinarily joyn in the Syna- 
. gogues : and had he not joyned in their Liturgy, as the reſt, he would 
have been noted for a Diſturber, and the Rulers would-not hare called 
him to preach, as they did others: See Lake 4. 16. and6. 6. fobn 5. 59. 
and 18. 20. Matth. 12.9. and 12. 54. Mark 1. 21, 31. and 6.2, We 
find Chriſt bidding men, Take heed of the leven of the Vhariſees, but yet to 
bear them (delivering the Law) in Moſes chair. They accuſed him for 
not ſeparating more from Publicans and-Smners, but not for ſeparating 
rom the Temple or Synagogues: He told his Diſciples, that men 
ſhould caſt them out of the Synagogues, bur never bid them deparctherr;- - 
ielves, 

And 1 find Peter, Acts 10. ſcrupling Communion with the Genriles, tilÞ 
God rebuked him; and<, 1 1. the Few rſh Chriſtians offended at it, till con- 
vinced ; and Gal. 2. Paul reproving him to his face tor Withdrawing from 
the Gen:1/es, lelt be ſhould oftend the Fews. 

And Paul would not himſelt have conformed io far as to circumciſe 7;- 
"thy, and to ſhave his head for his Vow, and purite himſelf in the Tem- 
ple, had it been unlawful. It was done by the ſame Votes (fames, and 
the reſt at eru/alem) who made, the Decrees, Atts 15. And if you fay, 
Paul, and all theſe, did unlawtully, you will ſhake our foundation. He: 
profelſed to become a Few tothefews, and all things to all men, to fave 
wme, "This moveth me above all. 6. 16. 
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$ 10. Butit is objeted, 1. That it «s in vain to come ſo near the Prelate, 


For nothing will ſatwfie them, or procure us the leaſt abatement of their erwely, 
wnleſs you will do all that is impoſed. 

An; 1. tis not to fatisfie ſuch as you deſcribe, that I do what I do; be 
is to ſatisfie my own Conſcience in obeying God. 

2. If butany one of all the forementioned Reaſons hold good, it is not 
in vain, tho it ſatishe not the implacable. Do you think | go to __ 
God only to ſatisfie men? 1 daily receive that benefit ro my ſelf, 
aſſurech me that it is not in vain. 

Obj. 2. Tou that come ſo near them, pleaſe them no better, and you have ſuf 
fered with the firſt. 

Anſ. 1, Had | done it to eſcape ſuffering, I would have done that which 
| ſuffered for not doing, and not done that which | ſuftered for. But lf 
that I have ever ſuftered from men, is but a Flea-biting ro that which {i 
fer from the Diſeaſes of my own Soul and Body : and yet I can love and 
forgive my elf. | 

2. If I ſuffer for the aCts of Piety, Love and Peace, it is for rghte- 
_- ouſneſs: And then Chriſt hath commanded me exceedingly ro rejoyer, 


Mat. 5. 10, 11. Bur if 1 ſuffer for ſinful cenſorioutneſs and diviſion, what 
will be my comfort ? 
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3- 1 doubt not but I much more difpleaſe the Papiſts by "my 


courſe of Communion, than they do, who by unjuſttable Opimons, 
do = their cauſe indefenſible, and expoſe themſelves to their - 
umph. 

Oby. 3. You grieve many good people of the contrary mind. 

Anſ. Nodoubt of it: So lhave done moſt good people whoſe miſtakes 
lever (ought to cure (about Antmomani/m, Bopriſmn, and the reſt). But 
| pleaſe thoſe good people who think as | do. . 

2. Compare theſe Two forts together : How vaſt a number do 
contrary minded cenſure ? "They think afl our late Parliaments to in 
in their Communion , even theſe laſt which they moſt praiſe : Mr. 
Hunt . challengeth their Accuſers to name any Number of them dl 
that conform not: 1 have not heard of Three (if of any One) that is able 
hom changs of Recuſancy, and hath not communicated in the Pariſh- 

urches. 

They accuſealo all the Common-Counci/,fince changed;and in a wordab 
molt a!l the Chriſtian World:And yet we can eaſily forgive them,and feries 
them: And if rhey cannat bear wind ; 
them the Reaſon of it; yea, if we had told them why we judg chem bo 
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ms,if we obey our Conſciences,and ge 
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miſtaken, and to ſin, they will ſhew ſo much paraliy 0 8 7 


and ſo much impatient rendetnefs of themſelves, as 
their Accuſers. 
06j. 4: Many Learned good men dv differ from you. 
Anſ. 1 think a thouſand to one through the World differ from 


them. 

Obj. 5. It will ſave none from ſuffering, there being ſo many other Laws 
ap ain(t them. 

Se le is my duty to ſave men from miſtakes and ſinful cenſure and 
ſuffering for miſtakes : and fo it may fave me from the guilt of Omif- 
ſion. 

Obj. 6. It is but Man's Law which you ſuppoſe maketh it a 
duty. 

pr 1. ] make not light of the Laws of nien abanr lawful things * 
But your ſuppoſition is not true : Were there 10 Law forir bur God's, i; 
is my duty. 

Oby. 7. Some body will anſwer you, and 0 it will cauſe ſtrife. 

Anſ. Do, or muſt all men forbear giving a Reaſon of their Judgment 
and PraCtice to thoſe that think them ſinful ? yea, or to confute the mi- 
ſtakes of others, for fear of being cenſured ? Will you cenſure us, and 
muſt not hear our Reaſons ? Are you ſo much worſe than Lawyers, that 
can plead without breach of Charity? Maynot friendly debates beat our 
the truth ro our marual edification ? Notruths are ſo clear to us, before 
they are controverred, nſtally, as after. Reproach not the Nonconformiits, 
as if they could not bear contradiction. 

Oby. $. wr C ons Church-Diviſiens did increaſe Diviſiens. 

Anſ. The Diſeaſe then is very far gone, if the Remedy increaſe it: 
But 1 have cauſe to believe thar ir healed many.” Bur 1 confeſs, as the 
Books by which 1 drew off many «eAnzbapritts, did increaſe Diviſion 
_ their Party, by ceaſing cheDiviſions from the Church; fo jt may be 

ere. 

Oby. 9. But if men believe it lawfiud to go to the Pariſh-Churches, they will 
come to your Aſſemblies no more. | 
 Anf. 1. confureth this: I think moſt who hear me, do think 
tlawfol, and oft go thither: - 2. + have oft told chem publickly; -Thar 1 
deſire none of them to hear me, who donor needmy help : If they have 
room, and ſufficient helps in the Pariſh-Churches, 1 had rather they 
would not take Ps with us, the room which others ſhould have who 
truly need our help. If nothing bring- chem (rome, 4 ini 
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Trom But if any cannot have rogm- cliewhere, or 
overcome the foreſaid miltake (ef the fnof hearing hire =" 


ads 


C.26 ) __ = 
ſter ), 1 will give them the beſt help 1 can: And if any_live whas 
publick hearing is but lawful, and they truly need more ſuitable help 
the bare /awfi/neſrof hearing efewhere, will never keep away thoſe per- 
ſons who fee! their need of berter,. and the-benefit, no more thanit will 
make them forſake better Cloathing, good Phyſick, or Eſtate, becauſes, 
worſe is ſometime lawful. 

Rs 4 10. But why do not you conform, if you can communicate with 
them? 

Anſ. 1. Why cannot 1 be carnal, contentious, drink too much a 
the Sacrament, if I conld have communicated with the Church of Gs 
rinth that had ſuch? Why did not Chriſt commit the Synagogye- 
ſins, if he could communicate in the Synagogues? The who 
put this queſtion, diſgrace themſelves by - judging of things which 
they niderſtand not. If they know not what more is in_M 
ſters Conformity, than in joyning as private perſons ini the | 
Worſhip, let them read my firſt Ples for Peace', and they may 
know. 

| will joyfully conform, I. If they. will impoſe on. us no 
ful Oaths, Covenents, Premiſes, Subſcriptions Declarations Of 
ices. : 

Il. 1 would rejoice in the Reformation, if while ſome efſentiate 4 
Church by a Biſhop, they would reſtore the Pariſhes to. be Cher 
which they make but Farrs of the loweſt Churches , as 
are, and make the Pariſh-Miniſters Paſtors again , whom 
bave degraded to be but Half-Paſtors, or Curates to the Joweſt Pa- 
ſtors. 

II, 1 wonld bope, that we might yet eſcape baek-ſliding into to# 
pery, if that part of the Clergy never govern the Ship, who are not 
content with a National Government, but make it our necefſary duty 
as againſt Schiſm, that all come under a Forreign Furiſdifticn : 89 
if the true Proteſtant Clergy will ioyn in the renunciation of that 
diction ( but not of Communion with Forreign Churches) +. 
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$ 114. IV. Why T publiſh my Reaſons at this fine - 


Anſ. t. Becauſe | think I havean urgent cauſe toendeavour to/fove | fr 
from-the guilt of Perſecution : Andif b note the miſtakes ef One i 


| hall be juſtly charged with parrialy. 


"Is +64 =_ 
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2. Becauſe mens cenſure of my praftice, as ſinful, doth continue :- And 
I owe themanaccount of the of it. 

2. Dr. Stillingfiees, and ſuch others, would make the World believe, 
that we defend that Separation which by word and practice we have long 
oppoſed : And we owe fuller ſatisfation to them, and to ſuch as they mil- 
inform. 

4. 1 am much obliged to reCtifie mens miſtake of the Reaſon, why 
many Nonconforming Miniſters here come not to the Pariſh Churches; 
Many were agreed to came, when the Oxford Act of Confinement coming 
out, prevented it : For to have appeared inthe Churches, would have 
expoſed them to Six months impriſonment for being in the City. And 
ſince then, the ſame Reaſon hindereth many, which keepeth Conformilts 
from communicating with each other, even their own labours at home; 
But many do go to the Churches in publick, and | conjeture ochers 
hereafter will get their Places ſometime ſupplied. by others, that they 
wg: Far ng 0 WE NIE K lawful, as far as 1 can 
Judg. | 

5. | would ſtop them that cenſure, as ſinners, unyuſtly, the late Por- 
liaments, the Common-Council, furors, and all the good Chriſtians thr wgh 
all the Ki who differ from them, and that bave no! Miniſters but 
Conformi | 

6. I remember why Mr. Fo. Ball wrote againit Separation yuſt 
when Reformation was intended : thought it unfealonable ; 
_— proved otherwiſe by the fad which he would have pre- 
vented. 

. I cannot forget what this miſtake hath wrought in Englend, from 
[Gas to 1660, which 1 will not further cecite , but only ſay, That 
when gchere was neither Biſhops, nor their Courts, nor Licurgy, nor 
Ceremonies impoſed on them, Allemblies were as numerous, 
and as much and more pleaded for, than now, and managed - with 
0 0A eg and reconciling and Unity was much refilted by chat 


8 lam bound to have real compaſſion on the multitudes who ſuffer as 
for Recuſancy, and not by ſilence wrong their Conſciences and their Pur- 
les. If 1 ſhut upthe bowels of my compaſſion, where is the love of God ? 

9. | am bound to do my beſt to keep out Popery; which muſt be by 
keeping upas much of Rehgjon as pol inthe Pariſh-Churches (that 
it be not firſt chruſt into corners, and then-out of the Land), and by'con- 
cord with the Pariſh-Miniſters who are honeſt : And many ſuch, through 
God's mercy, there are; tho thoſe that in 1661. brought us into this ſtate, 
do manifeſt no repentance. | 


E 2 | 20. Laſtly, 
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10. Laſtly, 1 find that our mutual Cenſures'and Separations 
hinder the ſucceſs of the whole Miniſtry againſt fin, while 
to bring each other into difeſteem, and teach the people to diſeſteem then 
all ; and ſome will not hear one ſort, aod ſome the other. "2484 

The reſt of my Reaſons, you may gather from: the fore recited Rex 
ſons of my PraCtice. $ 12. 1 confeſs, that ad hominem, the Canons Ex 
communicating us, may ſtop the months of the fevere Canoniſts, if they 
accuſe ns : V\ ould they not have us take their Canons to ſhgnifie their 
will, concerning the extent of their Church-Commamon ? Or, would 
they have Excommunicate perſons come to Church? All that do'bt 
own Non-conformity by a word, are ipſo fatto Excommunicate, - rill they 
publickly repent of it as a wicked Error. And their V\ rirers Lamn 
thoſe as Schiſmaticks, that obey them not : And ſo conſequentially all that 
they call Indifferent, and Impoſe, are made neceſlary by ſome men to Saine- 
tion. | hare this at my heart : But yet it isnot all the Pari\h-Minifters 
that like theſe Excommunicating Canons. And they -are riot bound 
to rezect me till the FaCt be proved ; and 1 am not bound to doEr 
ecution on my ſelf ; but 1 am bound to all Offices for Love and Con- 
cord. * 

| doubt not but ſome of the Excommunicating Clergy, will fer thee 
two Writings againſt each other, and ſay, as their Turor and'Advecare 
doth., that R. is againſt B. and that I am hardly -reconcilable with 
my ſelf ; bunt if goggle Eyes judge each line to be a yard" diſtant 
how” another , I cannot cure them, but I can bear their Diſeaſe and 
c | p 

And if any will make uſe of my deteCtion of the miſtakes of conſcionable 
peaceable Chriſtians in ſome matters of Communion, to have a pretericeto 
revile and perſceute them. 1 enter my Proteſtation before God againſt them; 
and warn them to remember, that while they condemn others forinfi- 
miries of ſo ſmall a degree as few- men are free from, they raiſe 'up 
marter of terror to their own Confſciences - when awakened, who hare 
ſo much more heinous Sin to anſwer for before a holy dreadful God * 
even thoſe /irr/e (ns of whoſe ſcandalizers and negletters Chrift 
terribly, were nore of them without ſome Sin; 1 hough Pal and Borne 
bas diftered to a parting, neither of them was filenced for ir, nor- calked 4 
Schiſmarick. ; | | 

If all ſhall be ip/o fa&#o Excommunicated, who have ſar greater Sintha 
humbly and pegceably faying , There 1s ſomerhmg finiful in ſome yer? 
the Liturgy, Ceremonies, Articles, Subſcripricn, vin ſome that bear offict i 
Church as toGovernmem ; 1 am paſt all doubt that there will no one 
Either Prelace, or Prieſt, Lord, or Peaſant, be left to bea Memberof 
Church ; and that by parity of reaſon, they have Exco 
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perſon in the land ; however the predominancy of their Wills and Inte- 
reſts above the Will of Chriſt, and the intereſt of the Church and 
may ſtill bewitch them into a confidence, that thoſe are che worſt Men 
who moſt croſs their carnal will and intereſt ; and that the moſt ungodly 
are fitrer for their Church Communion than they. 

Pſal. 14. 4 Have all the workers of Iniquity no Knowledge , who eat wy - 
my people as they eat bread, and call not upon the Lord? 

Atts 28. 30, 31. And Paul dwelt two whole years in bus own bired 
houſe (at Rome) and recerved all that came in unto him, Preaching the 
Km dom of God, and teaching thoſe things which Concern the Lord Feſas Chriſt, 
with all confidence, no man forbidding bim. | 

1 Theſ. 2 15, 16. Who both killed" the Lord Feſws Chrift, their own 
prophets, and have perſecuted us, and they pleaſe not God, and are contrary 
to all men ; | rag us to ſpeak to the Gentiles, that they might be ſaved, 
to fill up their ſins alway : For the wrath is come upon them to the utter- 
moſt. 

James 5. 7. Be patient, Brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. 

And if both ſides call me worſe than I am, for theſe diſpleaſing Admo- 
nitions, 1 ſay, as St. Paul, Gal. 1. 10. If I yer pleaſed men, I ſhould not be 
the Servant of Chriſt. 

1 Cor. 4. 3, 4. With me 4t is a wery ſmall thing, that I ſhould be judged of © 
you, or of man; judgment. He that judgeth me 1s the Lord. ' 


Senec. Nemo pluris virtutem aftimat, quam qui boni virs famam perdidis, 
nevirtutem perderer. 


Jan. 16. 1680, 


